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Ruth
Ruth 4:7-22:  Responses for Discussion 
June 8th 

1. See Deuteronomy 25:5-10.  What are the guidelines regarding levirate marriage and shoes, referred to in verse 7?   
It seems that the brother of a deceased man was supposed to marry the widow and raise up children in his brother’s name.  If he were to refuse, then the matter was taken before the elders by the widow.  If he should continue to refuse, then the widow would come up to him in the presence of the elders, take his shoe off, spit in his face and essentially curse him.  A brother who refused to carry out this duty was held in public disgrace.  Men in all ages have valued perpetuation of the family name.  This remains true in Oriental countries today, where no greater calamity can come to a man than to die without a male heir.  
It seems that the shoe-related customs are extended in the book of Ruth, so that the nearer of kind took of his own shoe and gave it to Boaz.  This seems to have symbolized the transfer of his own right of redemption to Boaz.  
2. What blessing do the elders of the city pronounce on Boaz?  Why?  
They expressed a wish that Ruth would be fruitful as Rachel and Leah, and that Boaz himself would also “do worthily” in Ephraim and be famous in Bethlehem.  They also express a hope that Boaz’s house would be “like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bear unto Judah.”  All of these are wishes for plenty and fruitfulness, as would be typical of any engagement or wedding.  But they are also particularly appropriate since Tamar and Pharez are ancestors of Boaz.    This is an important tie-in to the genealogy which closes the chapter.  
3. Why do “the women” make their comment in verses 14-15?  What are they saying?  
The women referred to here seem to be a group of close friends present at the ceremony of circumcision.  The birth of a son to Ruth assured Naomi that her family line would not die out, as it had seemed would be the case when her husband and both sons died. So in addition to having support in her older years, Naomi had the assurance that her family line would continue.  
4. Consider verse 16.  How does this statement fulfill the comments of the women in verses 14 and 15?  
Naomi became the nanny to Ruth’s son, who would inherit her husband’s lands.  In some ways, it’s like Naomi has another son.  She is not without a kinsman.  Her family line is continuing.  She is (sort of) the child’s grandmother, and his nurse.  God has supplied her with a complete family unit.  It’s not the family she has lost, of course.  But I imagine that it’s still the sort of family that Naomi had hoped and expected to be a part of at her age.  
5. Consider the genealogy at the end of the book.  Why does the author include this information?  What is he trying to tell the readers?  
To the Israelite mind, the genealogy is the point of telling the story!  Remember that much of the Old Testament is a series of “toledoths,” or genealogies with historical details included.  This genealogy points out the fulfillment of the blessing pronounced on Ruth by the townsfolk of Bethlehem.  The name of the kinsman who thought that marriage with the Moabitess would endanger his inheritance is forgotten; but from Boaz comes David, the ancestor and type of Christ.  Obed was the son of Naomi through the love of Ruth.  
Had the Jewish nation appreciated the lesson of the book of Ruth—that God is no respecter of persons—their attitude toward the Gentiles would have been vastly different.  They would have been looking for a Messiah whose mission was to save ALL men from sin, whether Jew or Gentile, and not merely for a Jewish Messiah to save the Jewish nation from bondage to Rome.   
6. Are there any other pieces of information you’ve discovered in the course of your research that you would like to mention?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The commentaries add this note:  “There is a lesson for us also in the book of Ruth.  If we will but practice love and sympathy toward our fellow men, many of them will say to us as Ruth said to her mother-in-law, “Thy people shall by my people, and thy God my God.”  And we in turn can reply to them as Boaz did to Ruth, “The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord of God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.”  



image1.png




image2.png




