         1 Samuel  1:1-28

The Bible books we refer to as 1st and 2nd Samuel used to be just one book in all the Hebrew manuscripts before 1517.  When they were translated into Greed (about the 3rd century before Christ) they were called 1st and 2nd Kingdoms.  Incidentally, our books we refer to as 1st an d2nd Kings were called 3rd and 4th Kingdoms.
The Prophet Samuel was the last of the judges and the one who ushered in the system of kingdoms, against his desires.  Samuel also founded the first School of the Prophets in his home town of Ramah.  Schools of the prophets were also established in Bethel, Gilgal, Jericho, Carmel and Samaria. 
Naming the 1st and 2nd books of Samuel designates content; not authorship, though Samuel did author the 1st 24 chapters, according to Jewish tradition.  The rest of the books of Samuel were authored by Gad and Nathan (also prophets)
1 Samuel covers the transition of Israel from being governed by Judges to being governed by Kings.  Samuel to Saul, nearly a century- 1100 BC to 1011 BC.  It’s been said that basically these books are the story of three men:  Samuel, Saul and David.

1. Describe the members of Elkanah’s household.  (Elkanah, Hannah and Peninnah)
Elkanah- A Levite who lived in the tribe of Ephraim.  A godly man along with his wife Hannah.  He always attended the 3 yearly feasts.  He took a 2nd wife because Hannah was barren
Hannah- Elkanah’s 1st wife and the one he loved.  No children. She was meek, gracious, did not render railing for railing, kept trouble wholly to herself and gave way to quiet tears.
Peninnah- 2nd wife, thought herself superior and favored by God because she birthed several children. Jealous that her husband gave Hannah double portions at the feast despite having no children. She taunted Hannah mercilessly for being barren.  She was proud, insolent, jealous, narrow minded. 

2. What was the yearly trip undertaken by Elkanah’s family?
The Passover at Shiloh

3. What was Hannah’s response to Peninnah’s mistreatment of her?
Unable to hide her grief, couldn’t eat and in tears Hannah left the feast and went to the temple.  
   
4. Describe the scene when Eli assumed Hannah was drunk.
Eli saw her at entrance of the temple, lips moving and face covered, he presumed her to be drunk.  Eli reprimanded her to not drink.  But Hannah explained why she was so distraught.  This was in evil times and scenes of worship were rare.  Drunkenness was not. 
5. The name “Samuel” means asked of God.  How did this come about?  
Hannah prayed at the temple, pleading with God to give her a son


6.  What was Hannah’s promise and did she keep it?
She promised God that if her request for a son was granted, she would dedicate the child to God from birth.  Yes, at approx.. 3-5 years old, Samuel was taken to the temple and presented to Eli.  Every day, Hannah prayed for Samuel to be strong and every year she made a little coat and took it to him when attending the yearly feast.
The Principles-
1.  When the desire of my heart is just not coming to be… is it okay that I go about finding another way to make it happen? 
 	(Elkanah taking a 2nd wife so he’ll have heirs)
Remember Abraham… Sarah’s servant Hagar and Ishmael.  
2.  When someone criticizes and picks on me… is it okay to retort, get even or seek retaliation?  

(Peninnah vexes Hannah makes her feel she ranks less in God’s eyes)
Vengeance is mine and I will repay, says the Lord- Deuteronomy 32:35 & Romans 12:19
3. When I’ve made a promise, but then rethink it when the time comes to act- is it okay to change my mind or rationalize it and not follow through?  

(Hannah promised to give her son away)

[bookmark: _GoBack]As the narrative in Acts 5 goes, Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, sold a parcel of land and donated part of the sale proceeds to the Church; but, they conspired to lead the Apostle Peter and others to believe they donated the entire sum. For conspiring to lie as they did, they were struck dead. 
Questions and Take-Aways-
Growing up in such an indifferent and idolatrous environment, Samuel chose to reject the evils of the day and devoted his life to correcting the tendencies.  Frequently we here of someone who’s train-wreck of a life gets explained away by considering their terrible up-bringing.  But there is no excuse… Knowing that into an evil environment, Samuel, through knowing God and having godly parents, thrived.  Samuel even set up the schools of the prophets because the parents were not doing a proper job of raising up their children.  These schools taught reading, writing, music, law history and various trades to enable young men to be self-supporting.
