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1 Samuel  1:1-28, Read:

Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapter 55
The Bible books we refer to as 1st and 2nd Samuel used to be just one book in all the Hebrew manuscripts before 1517.  When they were translated into Greek (about the 3rd century before Christ) they were called 1st and 2nd Kingdoms.  Incidentally, our books we refer to as 1st and 2nd Kings were called 3rd and 4th Kingdoms.
The Prophet Samuel was the last of the judges and the one who ushered in the system of kingdoms, against his desires.  Samuel also founded the first School of the Prophets in his home town of Ramah.  Schools of the prophets were also established in Bethel, Gilgal, Jericho, Carmel and Samaria. 
Naming the 1st and 2nd books of Samuel designates content; not authorship, though Samuel did author the first 24 chapters, according to Jewish tradition.  The rest of the books of Samuel were authored by Gad and Nathan (also prophets).  
1 Samuel covers the transition of Israel from being governed by Judges to being governed by Kings.  Samuel to Saul, nearly a century- 1100 BC to 1011 BC.  It’s been said that basically these books are the story of three men:  Samuel, Saul and David.
The Story: 
1. Describe the members of Elkanah’s household.  (Elkanah, Hannah and Peninnah)
2. What was the yearly trip undertaken by Elkanah’s family?
3. What was Hannah’s response to Peninnah’s mistreatment of her?
4. Describe the scene when Eli assumed Hannah was drunk.

5. The name “Samuel” means asked of God.  How did this come about?  
6.  What was Hannah’s promise and did she keep it?
The Principles:
1.  When the desire of my heart is just not coming to be… is it okay that I go about finding another way to make it happen? 
(Elkanah taking a 2nd wife so he’ll have heirs)


2.  When someone criticizes and picks on me… is it okay to retort, get even or seek retaliation?  
(Peninnah vexes Hannah and makes her feel she ranks less in God’s eyes)


3. When I’ve made a promise, but then rethink it when the time comes to act- is it okay to change my mind or rationalize it and not follow through?  
(Hannah promised to give her son away)



Questions and Take-aways: 
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