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                           ‘Samuel anoints Saul’Read:

				1 Samuel 9:21-10:27
				PP 610-12
The Story:				
1.  When Samuel tells him that God chose him, what was Saul’s reply?
One of surprise and humility.  Saul said he was only a Benjamite, one of the smallest and least important tribes in Israel. And, among the Benjamites his family wasn’t particularly looked up to either, so, “Why me?”

2.  What additional evidence showed Saul that he was experiencing divine authority?
Samuel told Saul that he would receive three signs on his way home.  These signs were prophecies specifically for Saul to help him believe God was in this and that Samuel was a true prophet of God. 
1st sign- When you pass near Rachel’s tomb, two men will approach you and say that the donkeys are found and your father worried for your safety and has been asking if anyone has seen you.
2nd sign- When you get to the great oak of Tabor, you’ll meet three men on their way to worship.  They will be carrying three baby goats, three loaves of bread and a bag full of fresh juice.  They’ll offer you two loaves of bread and you should accept.
3rd sign- When you reach Gibeah, you’ll meet some students from the School of the Prophets singing praises, with lyres, tambourines, flutes and harps.  God’s Spirit will come on you, you’ll join in singing with them.  God will open your mind and give you the gift of leadership… you’ll be a changed person.
-After all this, Samuel told Saul to continue on home and wait.  When God prompts him to go to Gilgal, Samuel said, he would meet him there to go over their next steps, a week later.

3. Verse 6 states that Saul “turned into another man”.  What were these changes?
“The light of divine purity and holiness shone in upon the darkness of the natural heart.  He saw the beauty of holiness.  He was now called to begin the warfare against sin and Satan, and he was made to feel that in this conflict his strength must come wholly from God.  The plan of salvation, which had before seemed dim and uncertain, was opened to his understanding.  The Lord endowed him with courage and wisdom for his high station.  He revealed to him the Source of strength and grace, and enlightened his understanding as to the divine claims and his own duty.”  (PP 610-11)
4.  By what method did Israel choose their first king? 
They cast lots.  God had already told Samuel who the king would be, but this had not yet been announced to the nation. Samuel gathered everyone to Mizpeh for this purpose.  Prayer was offered then the solemn ceremony of casting lots began.  First the tribe, then the family and the household were successively designated.  Eventually Saul, son of Kish, was pointed out as the individual chosen.
5.  Who were these ‘children of Belial’ that despised Saul?  Why?  (vs. 27) 
Some objected to the election of Saul.  It didn’t help Saul’s case that he went missing at the end of the lot casting.  He was found hiding among the supplies and those objecting to his selection mocked his action, saying, How is he going to lead into battle?  He’s hiding in the supplies closet!  Each faction had their own preferred candidate and were upset at losing to the little, insignificant tribe of Benjamin.  Among the primary belial (worthless men) were the largest tribes, Judah and Ephraim.

The Principles:

1.  How can I receive God’s guidance?  What are the principles that make my perplexities vanish?  How can I receive God’s peace and quietude?  (DA 224, 330-1, 668)
“Our heavenly Father has a thousand ways to provide for us, of which we know nothing.  Those who accept the one principle of making the service and honor of God supreme  will find perplexities vanish, and a plain path before their feet.”  (DA 330)
“It is the love of self that brings unrest.  Unless we completely surrender to God we cannot find peace” 
“Those who take Christ at His word, and surrender their souls to His keeping, their lives to His ordering, will find peace and quietude. (DA 330) 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace who’s mind is stayed on Thee because he trusteth in thee.  (Isaiah 26:3)
“We cannot depend for counsel upon humanity… if we come to Him in faith, He will speak His mysteries to us personally… those who decide to do nothing in any line that will displease God will know, after presenting their case before Him, just what course to pursue.  And they will receive not only wisdom, but strength.” (DA 668)
“Whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.  (1 John 3:22)

Questions and Take-aways:   God keeps working with me, He is long suffering and patient.  But to have this perfect peace, quietude, wisdom and strength requires me to surrender all my pride and do only those things that are pleasing in His sight. 
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