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             ‘king Saul battles the ammonites’Read:

				1 Samuel 11:1-15
				PP 612-13
The Story:				
1. Who is Nahash (Judges 11) and what horrible situation was he forcing on the city of Jabesh?
 Nahash is an Ammonite.  Many years before his time the Ammonites cruelly ruled over the Israelites as their slaves.  A Gileadite named Jepthah, ostracized by the Israelites, never the less a mighty warrior, led the Israelites to throw off the enslavement of the Ammonites.  Now, the Ammonites, with Nahash their king, wanted to get that position back and were threatening the little town and territory of Jabesh-gilead.  
Israel noticed that many of the heathen people worshipped snakes as gods.  They remembered the miracle of the brazen serpent many years ago at Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin and now morphed that miracle with idol worship under the influence of the Ammonites.  The name ‘Nahash’ means snake, perhaps honoring his character as crafty, wise and cunning.  However in this case, Nahash was cruelly forcing the people of Jabesh to make a choice… either submit to him or be killed outright.  In submitting, they would also have to agree to everyone having their right eye thrust out.  This maiming would prevent them from being able warriors and of course easier to control as slaves.

2.  How were relations between the city of Jabesh and the rest of Israel?
Jabesh was aloof and withdrawn from the rest of Israel.  They barely knew any news of Israel nor that it had changed governments and Saul was declared the king.  Under the disastrous threat of Nahash, Jabesh asked him to let them have a week to find anyone to help them and Nahash agreed.  Messengers were sent out pleading with their ‘brothers’  to come help.  

3.  What was the Israelite response when Saul sent out the call to come fight the Ammonites and defend the little town of Jabesh?
Saul was incensed upon hearing of the destitute situation Jabesh found itself in.  He killed his own two oxen, sent pieces of them to every Israelite tribe with the message that any tribe refusing to come to the aid of Jabesh would have their own oxen destroyed, just like his.  Israel responded with 330,000 warriors.  

4. What actions did Saul take that showed the Holy Spirit had indeed come into him?
There was no hiding the supplies this time.  Saul was swift to action, killing his own oxen, sending out messages to all of Israel and stepping up to lead the armies into war.  Now that he was being led and guided by the Holy Spirit he was doing the right thing confident of success, self was forgotten.  He unhesitatingly placed himself by the side of Samuel to bring protection to a little town in distress.

5.  Describe the three night watches of ancient Israel. 
1st Watch (Lamentations 2:19) The beginning of the watches
2nd Watch (Judges 7:19) Gideon’s army attacked the Midianites at the beginning of the 2nd Watch
3rd Watch (Exodus 14:24-27) Moses stretched out his rod at the time of the 3rd Watch or Morning Watch, and the Red Sea waters fell, covering the Egyptian army.
Saul and his armies attacked Nahash and his army at the beginning of the 3rd, or morning, Watch.  Many of God’s providential deliverances have come at this time of the day.  
For example: (PS 30:5)  Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning”

6.  How did the battle turn out?
It was disastrous for the Ammonites.  No two fighters were left standing together. And, since “Saul’s selection was not pleasing to many, he evidently had returned home to await the direction of the prophet who had anointed him.  What was more essential than that the new king have the opportunity of proving his worth before the disgruntled ones who refused to acknowledge him as king?  The event and the man each stood in need of the other.  
7.  Did these events affect a change in the conduct of the citizens of Jabesh? 
(1Chron 10:11-12)
Years later, when Saul and his sons are killed in battle, the enemy refused to allow them a decent burial.  The men of Jabesh slipped in under cover of darkness, stole their bodies and took them away and properly buried them out of respect of how Saul rallied to their aid in the battle with Nahash.  (1 Chronicles 10:11,12) 

8. What did the victorious army want to do to Saul’s detractors?
They wanted all of those opposed to Saul’s anointing killed, publicly.  

9.  How did Saul react when he learned about the army’s plan toward the detractors?
“Without waiting for Samuel to answer, Saul gave further proof that he had been changed into another man by saying that the victory was the Lord’s, and no man should be put to death.  If an enemy can be changed into a friend, greater is the advantage than if he were put to death.”  (SDABC vol.2 p.501))

10. What important ceremony takes place at Gilgal and what are God’s promises to them?
Gilgal was rich with memories of previous spiritual gatherings.  Though rejected, God still promised to bestow His Spirit on the king as He had on the judges.  God would still be with them, surrounding them with His everlasting love and protection that had been theirs in centuries past.

The Principles:

1.  How does Jesus say are we to treat our sworn enemies?  
“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;”  (Matt 5:44)
Now the exact same Spirit that spoke through Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount also spoke through Saul when he refused to take action against his detractors. 

2.  How did God treat the aloof, self-isolated people of Jabesh when they cried out for help?
When Jabesh was in need of help before the attack of an enemy, the Spirit of God demonstrated that the answer to their prayer for help was well on the way.  Thank God for the thousand ways He has out of every difficulty!”  
(SDABC vol.2 p.499)

Questions and Take-aways:   

“We have nothing to fear except as we forget how God had led His people in the past.  This experience assures every humble Christian that it is not possible for him to be placed in a position for which God has not already made abundant provision.”  (SDABC ibid)   
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