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                           ‘Samuel’s farewell sermon’Read:

				1 Samuel 12:1-25
				PP 614-15
The Story:	
Farewell sermon?  Where was Samuel going?  He isn’t about to die, is he? 	No, none of these… Samuel was retiring from being Israel’s judge.  He was turning the leadership of the nation over to King Saul, who had shown himself “to be possessed of the Spirit of God.  He had a quiet demeanor, was patient toward his enemies, humble before the Lord, obedient to the counsel of the prophet, energetic in warfare, decisive in emergencies and foremost in self-sacrifice.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.502)	

1. Why did Samuel ask questions concerning his integrity? 
Samuel was not being self-centered.  The people were still excited about the recent victories and very happy about the appointment of a king.  Samuel wanted to calmly take inventory of the many things God had done in the past as a reminder to them as well as help them look forward to the prospects of their future.  The people had known Samuel from birth; then as a prophet, a judge and had witnessed his exemplary character while working in these roles.  
	Samuel’s life shows that character is the result of individual acts of duty, performed under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  It is fully as possible to be a Samuel today as it was a thousand years before Christ.  “In all who submit to His power the Spirit of God will consume sin”  (DA 107)

2.  How does Samuel remind the people of what God has done for them?
In verses 6-12  Samuel retells the stories of Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Jerubbaal (Gideon), Bedan, Jephthah and some of the enemies- Sisera, the Philistines, the king of Moab, Baalim and Ashtaroth, and very recently, Nahash, king of the Ammonites.  

3. What is problematic about the characteristics the people desired in a king?  
They were superficial.  The outward appearance does not necessarily indicate the inward man. Saul measured up to their ideal, he was tall, handsome, strong and now a proven outstanding general.  God selected him because He was aware of just the kind of man you wanted, but God knows the heart.  Samuel wanted the people to repent of losing confidence in the Lord as their King.  We must not rebel against His commands.  God must be honored by accepting His counsel and be obedient to Him.  Do these things and all will go well with you… and your king.  

4.  What was the point of Samuel calling up the severe thunder and rain storm?
Samuel intended a demonstration the give evidence that he was indeed speaking for the Lord.  He told the people to watch and see what God will do.  It was the dry season of the wheat harvest.  Rain is not expected, but Samuel prayed for God to send rain so the people would know this was no happenstance, Samuel also asked God to not let the rain ruin the crop.  God did answer with a terrible thunder and lightning rainstorm, which actually scared the people!  They realized the enormity of their sin in turning away from God’s leadership by preferring a human leader.  They repented and cried out to Samuel to ask God to not strike them with lightening as the violent thunder shook the earth.  The Lord heard their cries and accepted their repentance and the rains stopped.

5. What was Samuel’s warning to the people?
Samuel told the people to not be afraid.  He said that now they’d confessed and repented the Lord has forgiven them.  But, now, he said for them to not turn their back on God, but to serve Him with all their hearts as is right.  Don’t go back to worshiping useless idols, they can’t rescue, they can’t help, they are useless because there are no other gods besides the God of Heaven.  
Samuel also told them that he wouldn’t stop praying for them.  That he would continue doing all he could to teach them what is right.  He said for them to stay close to the Lord, respect Him and do what He asks with all their hearts, to never forget what God has done for their ancestors and for them.  ‘But, if you lose faith,’ he said,  ‘and turn back to back to your idols, you and your king will be conquered and destroyed.’


The Principles:

1.  Why did the people ‘fear’ in the thunder and rain storm?  And what does ‘fear the Lord’ mean?
Guilt affects our composure.  And in this case, they were to keep in mind God’s mighty power, Power that any sane person would respect.

2. What was the point of Samuel’s sermon?
Two things:  “(1) To recognize that they had sinned before the Lord in demanding a king, and (2) That God loved them and would never forsake them.  That day they added another memorial to the many evidences already theirs, that the returning prodigal was more than welcome in the Father’s house.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.504)

3.  What are the connections in the historical events that Samuel references?
“They forgot the Lord.  God had forbidden them to mix it up with idolaters, but that takes a great deal of courage and few are willing to attempt to do so.  Israel, like us today, found it difficult to be God’s peculiar people and to bear witness by their lives of a better way to meet the tangled problems of life.  Sad were the resulting oppressions of Eglon, king of Moab, Sisera, captain of the hosts of Jabin and the Philistines and of others.  But, we become war weary and weak and think we can associate intimately with Canaanites, but sad are the results of this decision.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.503-4)	


Questions and Take-aways:   

Samuel retired as judge.  “But the monarchy now established meant Samuel’s services as judge would no longer be needed.  The king would surround himself with men of war and the moral influence of Samuel would be over-shadowed by the physical force at Saul’s command.  Yet Samuel could still be God’s spokesman and could be the channel through which the Spirit of God would direct His people.” (SDA BC vol.2 p.503)	  
Today, pastors and other church workers retire all the time.  None of us, however, necessarily quit doing the work of God.  Titles and positions may change, but while we yet live on this earth, we are still employed in doing the work God expects of us.  We are in this ‘job’ or ‘fight’ to the death!  Paul said to finish the race, so age or worldly retirement is not the end of our contribution... we only enter the next phase. 
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