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                                ‘Saul is tested’Read:

				1 Samuel 13:1-15
				PP 616-623
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Story:	

1. After Israel’s army defeated the Ammonites, approximately a year ago, Saul disbanded the army save 3,000 warriors.  PP states this was a serious error.  Why?
Saul should have acted on the momentum of that victory and rid the land of the heathen tribes, liberating the Israelite nation.  His army was filled with hope and courage.  A year later, things had changed, now they feared the Philistines, no longer filled with hope and courage they fled, deserting to hide across the Jordan or in the mountains and caves.

2. What were the instructions Samuel gave to Saul, given when Saul was first anointed?  (1 Samuel 10:8; 13:8)
Go to Gilgal and wait seven days for Samuel’s arrival to give instruction how to proceed.

3. At Gilgal, in what ways did Saul fail to obey Samuel’s instructions? 
He waited most of seven days but lost patience when Samuel didn’t show up early in the day.  Saul was being tested to see if he would depend on God and be patient according to instructions or be vacillating and unworthy of the responsibility asked of him.  Would he listen to the Ruler of all kings?  Would he turn the attention of his soldiers to God of everlasting strength and deliverance?  He grew restless and the people, instead of trusting in God for help, were looking to the king whom they had chosen to lead them.  So Saul set out to do the sacrifice himself, in his war armor, etc.  (PP 618)

4. Why were the remaining members of Israel’s army suddenly, steadily deserting?
They had no weapons, due to the monopoly the Philistines had over metal imports and their forbidding the Israelites to practice smiths to make weapons of war.   Controlled by love of ease and the abject spirit induced by long oppression, the men of Israel had neglected to provide themselves with weapons.  Only Saul and his son Jonathan even had a sword.  The Philistines also had great advantage over Israel in facilities, arms and equipment.  After the first encounter of Jonathan and his men attacking and winning over the Philistine garrison at Geba, the Philistines responded by gathering a huge force at Michmash- 30,000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen and foot soldiers too numerous to count, they Israelites were terrified.  

5. What were the things Saul should have been doing while waiting for Samuel to arrive?  (PP p.616)  
He should have been encouraging his troops, inspiring confidence in God.  He could have been leading the people to be prepared for the sacred service of sacrifice- searching their hearts and repenting of their sins so the offering might attend their efforts to conquer the enemy.  (PP 617)  

6.  In his growing impatience, what was Saul doing …  just before Samuel arrived?
‘Presumptuously’ offering up the sacrifice to God… himself.

7. Samuel delivered to Saul a sound rebuke instead of the commendation Saul expected.  Why?  What was Saul’s explanation? 
Samuel said that Saul had done foolishly.  He knew the instructions and did not obey  The nation must be governed by a divine power if Israel was to continue to be the people of God.  Saul could not profit as king when he did not in all things acknowledge the supreme authority of God.  Saul’s disobedience would have long lasting consequences.  
Saul blamed the confusion, distress and desertion of his army to the absence of the prophet, saying he was late.

8. How was Saul and his family affected by this disobedience? 
Samuel told Saul that had he been obedient, his kingship would have established forever.  But now his kingdom would not continue because the Lord has sought a man after His own heart and the Lord has commanded that man to be captain over His people.  (PP 621)

The Principles:

1.  Why does God sometimes smooth over human missteps but at other times issues dire   consequences?
God repairs circumstances when we repent and sincerely determine our decisions to change to be in God’s will.  We must be humble and take responsibility for doing wrong, asking forgiveness.  Only then does God turn our missteps into good.  “We must repent and turn from our wicked ways”  (2 Chronicles 7:14; Ezekiel 18:30; Ezekiel 14:6)
Saul was not repentant.  He was full of excuses and pointing to others for blame.  “What Saul lacked in real piety he would try to make up by his zeal in the forms of religion (sacrifice).  He had hoped to inspire confidence in the people, reassemble his scattered army and give battle to the Philistines.  He would free himself from the prophet’s unwelcome criticisms and reproofs.”  (PP 622)


Questions and Take-aways:   
 The difference between presumption and faith-
How do I know I have salvation in Jesus and am not just being presumptuous when I say, “I am saved”?  Try a little experiment and substitute the word ‘obedience’ for the word ‘works’.
James 2:18-20 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?  
The book of James teaches that true faith will bear the fruits of good works and obedience. “Faith” that does not bring forth good works, or obedience, is a presumption which will not make us any better off than the demons who believe (they have faith, but aren’t obedient) and they tremble!  Look at some examples of people in the Bible who were being faithful and those who were just being presumptuous.
Acts 19:11-16 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.  
The sons of Sceva did not know Jesus for themselves.  We know they did not know Jesus for themselves because they said, “The Jesus whom Paul preaches…” Paul knew Jesus. Sceva’s sons did not. They were being presumptuous, thinking the name of Jesus was a magic word like abracadabra.  Jesus and Paul are not magic. They both got their power from an obedient relationship with the Father.  1 John 2:4 says if we say we know Jesus but do not obey the commandments that just makes us liars.
 Numbers 10:33-35 Moses sent the ark out before their battles and victories. However when Israel was in apostasy their faith in the ark turned into presumption, and the ark itself was captured by the enemy in 1 Samuel 4:1-22. The ark was not magic. The ark was a symbol of their faith and obedience toward God. Without obedience the ark had no power for them – 
1 Samuel 13 Saul knew that giving a sacrifice before going to war was critical.  He also knew that only the priests were to do the sacrifice.  So, without obedience Saul’s sacrificing was powerless, and to believe it would suffice and lead to victory was presumption.
Judges 13:5  Much like Samson’s hair… There was no magic in his hair. His long hair was a sign of his loyalty to God. When he was no longer loyal, (obedient) to God, the long hair was meaningless.
Romans 1:5 talks about faith that leads to obedience, and Revelation 14:12 tells us God’s last-day saints will have faith- not presumption- because they keep the commandments. 
Faith produces obedience. A supposed “faith’ without obedience is not faith, it is mere presumption.
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