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                                ‘Jonathan’s victory’Read:

				1 Samuel 13:15-14:52
				PP 621-626
The Story:	
Recap:  Saul deliberately disobeyed orders at Gilgal to wait for Samuel to arrive.  When rebuked for this, Saul sought to justify his decisions with blame and excuses instead of repenting.  As a result, the future of Saul’s kingdom is taken away from him and his family- by God.  
1. Where is our only place of safety?  
“There is no safety except to strict obedience to the word of God.”  (PP 621)

2.  All of God’s promises are made upon what conditions? 
“All His promises are made upon condition of faith and obedience, and a failure to comply with His commands cuts off the fulfillment to us of the rich provisions of the Scriptures”.  (PP 621-2)

3.  What is the plan that Saul’s son, Jonathan, and his armor bearer decide upon?
Jonathan, moved by divine impulse, and his servant, both being men of faith, secretly slipped away from the camp, not wanting their purpose to be opposed. They earnestly prayed to God how to proceed against the enemy.  They decided upon a sign.  As they would approach the enemy camp and were spotted, they would either go back or proceed based on what the sentries would say.  If the enemy told them to stay there, we’ll come to you, Jonathan and servant would hold back.  If the enemy challenges them to come up the cliff, it means God will give them the victory and be with them.

4. (v.15)  What happened after the Jonathan and armor-bearer’s ‘sign’ is acknowledged? …and then the ‘earthquake’? 
The sentries call out to them to come up and get killed!  So, they continued out of sight to climb a steep part of the cliff and fell upon the enemy in a surprise attack, killed those two and altogether 20 men in a small, less than half an acre area.
Suddenly an earthquake shook the whole land, resulting in the Philistines thinking Israel’s God was fighting for them.  They were reduced to mayhem and chaos and in the panic were killing each other.  
5. (v.18) Meanwhile, back at the Hebrew’s camp, what does Saul ask of Ahiah and with what results?
Ahiah, grandson of the high priest Phenihas, was told to bring the ark of God to him and offer prayer for guidance.  Saul said that while Ahiah is asking for quidance he would be making ready to go to war! …not waiting to hear what God would tell him to do.  Again, Saul rash and impetuous.  
At this point, Saul and his army heard the noise of battle and the earthquake and wondered what had happened as they were all still in camp.  Spies discovered the enemy was lessening in number but couldn’t tell who was fighting them.  They took roll call and discovered that only Jonathan and his armor-bearer were missing.
Saul, tells Ahiah to never mind, races off, without receiving directions from the Lord on how to proceed.  He is anxious to save face and claim the glory of victory against his enemies instead of giving God the glory and victory through two faithful, godly men… Jonathan and his armor-bearer.  The battle had already been won without Saul’s knowledge or co-operation, but he hoped to distinguish himself by the utter destruction of the vanquished army.
6.  (v.24)  As Saul impetuously races off to the battle, what does he forbid his soldiers to do?  What is the ‘curse’ Saul issues to those who don’t adhere to his orders?
Saul forbids his soldiers to eat anything all day.  The SOP states this was not inspired of God and God was displeased with it.  It was a rash oath and a human invention.  All the army was weak through hunger, weary and weak.  Additionally, Saul enforced his command by cursing any man who ate before evening, with death.
7. (vs.27-30)  What does Jonathan do when coming across some honey?  What is the fall out when some men witness this?
Jonathan, who had not heard the king’s demand and curse, came across some honey and ate it.  Someone who saw him do it told him what the king had forbidden.  Jonathan called the command foolish and said their victory would not be complete because the men from lack of energy would not be able to continue on to finish off the Philistines.  Later that evening, Saul finds out and stands by his threat of death, even to his own son.  
(PP 625) tells that “to spare the life of his son would have been an acknowledgment on the part of Saul that he had sinned in making so rash a vow.  This would have been humiliating to his pride.  “thou shalt surely die, Jonathan.” (14:44)

8.  Saul’s oath and curse led to the army committing sin against which health law?
The army was so famished and weak for want of food, that when they were allowed to eat, they fell upon the spoil and devoured the flesh with the blood, violating the law that forbade the eating of blood. 
9.  (vs.35-17)  Saul, noticing that God isn’t responding via the priest or holy breast plate, decides there is sin in the camp.  How does he proceed doing something about it? 
Saul casts lots.  The first one clears the entire army of offense, leaving the king and his son.  Together the lots are cast again and this time clears the king.  Saul asks Jonathan what has he done and Jonathan owns up to eating the honey.  Saul sentences his son to death even though the command was unreasonable and had been violated through ignorance.

10.  How do the soldiers react to Saul sentencing Jonathan to death?
“The soldiers refuse to allow the sentence to be executed.  They brave the anger of the king and declare, “Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel?  God forbid; as the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought with God this day.”  The proud monarch dared not disregard this unanimous verdict, and the life of Jonathan was preserved.
Saul could not but feel that his son was preferred before him, both by the people and by the Lord.  Jonathan’s deliverance was a severe reproof to the king’s rashness.  … He did no longer continue the war with the Philistines, but returned to his home, moody and dissatisfied.”  (PP 625)


The Principles:
1.  Rejecting correction and reproof is a typically human response.  How did Saul handle this?  How does God desire us to respond His correction?  
Poorly, Saul did not handle correction or reproof well at all.  He was proud, self-promoting, easily offended and falsely pious.  Saul was presumptuous.  He wanted to make up for his lack of obedience with false piety.
God tells us to receive reproof and correction with joy and thanks. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; Philippians 4:4)  He provided His Bible expressly for our doctrine, reproof, correction, instruction in righteousness.  (2 Timothy 3:16)

2. The SOP (YI 11/24/1898) says that the honey was of God’s providing and Saul’s rash oath was a human invention.  It was not inspired of God and God was displeased with it.  Are there other human inspired rash oaths that we are subjected to?  

“Man invented tests dishonor God.  There are many who will lightly regard the tests which God has given, and will assume the responsibility of creating tests and prohibitions, as did Saul, which bring dishonor to God and evil to men.”  (ST 6/1/1888)
*Accept covid vaccine OR not allowed plane travel or attend gatherings, etc.
*Acknowledge and support gender fluidity/selected pronouns OR lose job, promotions, etc.
*Support activist groups OR be labeled racist/homophobe, etc.
*Believe climate change hoaxes OR lose business opportunities, be labeled climate deniers, etc.

Questions and Take-aways:   

“Saul’s own course convinced the people that kingly honor and authority were dearer to him than justice, mercy, or benevolence.  Thus the people were led to see their error in rejecting the government that God had given them.  They had exchanged the pious prophet, whose prayers had brought down blessings, for a king who in his blind zeal had prayed for a curse upon them…. With what misgivings must that people afterward have to follow Saul’s guidance! “  (PP 627)  Voter’s remorse!  We are warned about insisting on getting our own way, against all godly council, then discover too late that we should have humbly consented to advice.
“The Lord bears long with the waywardness of men, and to all He grants opportunity to see and forsake their sins; but while He may seem to prosper those who disregard His will and despise His warnings, He will in His own time, surely make manifest their folly.”  (PP627)
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