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                                ‘Saul’s 2nd chanceRead:

				1 Samuel 15:1-35
				PP Chapter 61
The Story:	
Recap:  After the Jonathan and his armor-bearer’s tremendous victory over the Philistines at Michmash, and Jonathan being saved by the soldiers from Saul’s foolish law against eating, the Hebrew armies continued warring against several heathen nations with great success… Moab, Ammon, Edom and other Philistines.  The idolatrous nation of Amalekites was next.   

1. Saul was directed by God, through Samuel, to attack the Amalekites, (descendants of Esau Gen 36:12)   What were the precise instructions?
v. 1 Samuel implied that Saul had once heard the specific orders given regarding Gilgal, but was not obedient.  Now will be another test to see if this time he would carry out God’s wishes or again disobey. 
v.2 The Amalekite’s sentence has been deferred for 400 years,(Deut 25:19) (predatory raids on their neighbors recorded in Gen 36:12; unprovoked attack on Israelites during wilderness wanderings Ex 17:8-16; generational raids against Israel that even the prophet Balaam prophesied would come to destruction in the end. Num 24:20) but now the time of their probation period is up.  God was commissioning Saul to bring the Amalekite raiding and killing to an end.
v.3 God directed Saul to go and smite Amalek, utterly destroy all that they have, to spare them not; slay both man and woman, infant, suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.
Saul was told that the war against the Amalekites was not for honor or for spoils.  God intended Israel to execute His judgement on them so all the nations would know the doom of defiant people and notice that they were going to be destroyed by the very same people they had despised all these years. 
Samuel’s authority added to Saul’s and caused men to flock to the call to battle… 200 thousand footmen plus 10,000 men of Judah- v.4

2.  Did Saul obey this time?
Saul and the army smote the Amalekites from Havilah all the way to Egypt!  He utterly destroyed all the people with swords.   But the best of the stock animals were not utterly destroyed, also he spared the life of the Amalek king, Agag. So, no, Saul did not obey.
It was the greatest victory ever for Saul as king and led to him being very proud.  ‘The people honored their king who took the honor to himself.  He lost sight of his dependence upon God, and in heart departed from the Lord.’  (PP 633)


3.  Instead of sleeping, how did Samuel spend that night?
The Lord told Samuel that Saul’s kingdom was taken away from him.  He was rejected from the position God put him into as punishment for again, failing to obey.  .  Saul had willfully separated himself from God.  He could not receive divine help or guidance until he should return to God by confession of his sin.  Samuel grieved all night for a reversing of God’s punishment of Saul.’  (PP 633)
4.  What happened between Saul and Samuel the next morning?
Saul strode up on Samuel as though expecting to be commended and honored for the mighty military victory.  Saul even said he “had performed the commandment of the Lord.” (v. 13)  But Samuel countered by asking , “Then what is that bleating of sheep and lowing of cattle I’m hearing?  Then the excuses began.  Saul first blamed the people for disobeying the command to utterly destroy because the best of the animals they wanted to save to sacrifice to God for victory in battle, etc.  (v.15) Samuel said for Saul to wait till I tell you what God told me last night.  He said that when Saul was humble and not confident he was obedient.  Now that he’d had several victories and grown in confidence he doesn’t obey any more.  God told you to utterly destroy, fight against them until they be consumed.  You disobeyed the Lord and you descended on the spoil which was wrong, evil.  Why did you do it?  (v.16-19)
Saul quickly repeats that he obeyed in utterly destroying the Amalekites, but the people took the spoil of animals etc. to sacrifice.  Again putting the blame on the people, but Samuel explains that to obey is better than to sacrifice. (v. 22)  And because Saul did not obey, he has been rejected from being king.

5. Saul is humiliated, what does he now say is the reason for transgressing the commandment of the Lord?  (v. 24)
Saul claims to have been frightened of the people and obeyed them instead! Again, blame it on the people who were probably only doing what Saul told them to do.  “Prior to Samuel telling Saul that God had rejected him as king, Saul stoutly defended his actions.  Now, when sentence was pronounced and the penalty is known, he is willing to admit erring from the divine command.  Saul failed to show the evidence of a changed life that accompanies “godly sorrow’.  His was the sorrow of the world (2 Cor 7:9-11)”  (SDA BC vol.2. p.526)


6. Suddenly Saul wants Samuel to forgive him and pray with him.  Does Saul now have a sincere desire to admit he wants a changed life, to repent and do right?  
The SDA BC vol.2 p.526 puts it this way… “It was not the sincere desire to do right thing that impelled this admission, but the fear of forfeiting his kingdom.  It was only when confronted with this prospect that he feigned repentance, with the objective of saving, if possible, his position king.  Human praise meant more to him than divine approval.  
How different was that of the people at Mizpah when they cried out, “We have sinned against the Lord… Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God for us”  (1 Sam 7:6-8)”

7. What does Samuel do when Saul asks him to come pray and worship with him?
“At first Samuel, knowing God has taken the kingdom away from Saul, refuses.  If the Lord would have nothing to do with Saul, neither would he.  God had already spoken of Saul’s replacement, David.  Nothing Saul might do now by way of worship (v.30) would avail to change the sentence.  Even prayer would not change it.  However, being rejected as king did not necessarily imply that his personal probation had closed, that God would refuse to accept him as an individual.  He could still repent personally and be converted.”                        (SDA BC vol.2 p.526) 
Two reasons that Samuel did actually decide to worship with Saul:
1) He wanted to do everything possible to win Saul as an individual 
2) His known disapproval of Saul might lead some of the discontented spirits in Israel to use this as an excuse to revolt.  Orderly government must continue even if the king had rejected God’s leadership.

8. What happens with Agag?
Samuel kills him with a sword.  By slaying Agag, Samuel thwarted Saul’s purpose to display the king as testimony to his own supposed clever leadership.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.527)

The Principles:
1. Why does Isaiah call it ‘God’s strange act’ to kill people?  (Isa 28:21)  
Eze 33:11 states ‘God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked’ (Eze 33:11)
The Bible also says that ‘God will by no means clear the guilty’ (Ex 34:6,7 and Nahum 1:3)
At times God is forced to do so to preserve inhabitants from utter depravity and ruin.  God is not arbitrary, He is consistent and specific.  Remember the Kenites? (descendents of Moses’ 2nd  wife Keturah- Ex 2:16, also her brother Hobab, who was a faithful guide to the Israelites in their wilderness wanderings) God sent warnings to them.  The Kenites heeded the warnings and were spared. 

2. PP 635 says rebellion and stubbornness compare to witchcraft, sin and idolatry.  How so?
“Rebellion originated with Satan, and all rebellion against God is directly due to satanic influence.  Those who set themselves against the government of God have entered into an alliance with the arch apostate, and he will exercise his power and cunning to captivate the senses and mislead the understanding.  He will cause everything to appear in a false light.  No stronger evidence can be given of Satan’s delusive power than that many who are thus led by him deceive themselves with the belief that they are in the service of God. 
(Korah, Dathan, and Abiram?)… In rejecting God’s chosen instrument they reject Christ; they insult the Spirit of God.  
(The Jewish scribes and elders?) These professed great zeal for the honor of God, but crucified His Son!  The same spirit will exists in the hearts of those who set themselves to follow their own will in opposition to the will of God.
No matter how zealous, God cannot accept, it is an insult to heaven.  It is perilous to slight reproofs and warnings.  We refuse to believe or obey some requirement, but then persevere in offering up some false piety, sanctimonious formal service of religion.
When reproved, Saul added stubbornness to rebellion.  Many, like Saul, yield to temptation until they become blind to the true character of sin.  They flatter themselves that they have had some good object in view, and have done no wrong in departing from the Lord’s requirements.  Then they do despite to the Spirit of grace, until its voice is no longer heard, and they are left to the delusions which they have chosen.” 
Let’s not seek our own way, but let’s seek God’s way.  “So long as Saul relied upon God, God would have been with him.  So long as his will was controlled by the will of God, so long as he yielded to the discipline of His Spirit, God could crown his efforts with success. But when Saul chose to act independently of God, the Lord could no longer be his guide, and was forced to set him aside.  Then He called to the throne “a man after His own heart”  (1Samuel 13:14)”


Questions and Take-aways:   
“A man after God’s own heart…”    God is not saying this is a person who is faultless in character, but who, instead of trusting to himself, would rely upon God, and be guided by His Spirit; who, when he sinned, would submit to reproof and correction.  (PP 636)
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