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                                ‘David is anointedRead:

				1 Samuel 16:1-23
				PP 637-644
The Story:	
Recap:  God has pronounced Saul’s kingship is to end.  Saul is miserable and humiliated, but not repentant.  However, God continues to give Saul more time to come around, perhaps to think on his need of a changed character and get back into God’s graces.  Although Saul had refused God’s counsel, , this did not bar Saul from salvation as an individual.  Saul also misses Samuel, who will not come to see or worship with him.   

1. Chapter 16 begins with God asking Samuel what question and then what directive?
How long are you going to mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?  Get your stuff together and go to Bethlehem to see Jesse because I have chosen the next king from among Jesse’s sons.

2.  Why is Samuel worried that Saul will kill him?
Saul was suspicious of every move the prophet made since he had announced the Lord’s rejection of Saul.  This sensitiveness was no doubt greatly increased by Samuel’s hesitancy to join his king in worship.  
(SDA BC vol.2 p.529)

3.  How does God answer Samuel’s concerns?
God tells Samuel to take a heifer to sacrifice.  It is entirely natural that the prophet would bring a sacrifice.  Bethlehem was on Samuel’s route to visit and make sacrifices.  So, the king would have no question about Samuel’s visiting, it was a routine ministration by the prophet.  (SDA BC 529)

4. At the worship service, Samuel meets Jesse’s sons, but God does not select any of them.  Why?
Eliab did not fear the Lord.  (PP 638)  Not all of the sons are present.  The youngest, David, was left home to watch over the sheep.    When Samuel asks Jesse if these were all his sons, Jesse says the youngest is back home watching sheep.  David is sent for before would anybody has set down to eat, because Samuel would do the anointing first.  

5. What does Samuel notice about Jesse’s eldest son and what does God tell him?
Jesse’s oldest son is tall, handsome and Samuel thought he surely was the Lord’s chosen.  However, God told Samuel not to look at his countenance, because He had refused him.  God went on to explain that we look on a person’s outward appearance, but that He, the Lord, looks on the heart. 
6. What is noted about David’s appearance?  
David is ruddy, of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to.   (2 Cor 7:9-11)”  (SDA BC vol.2. p.526)

7. What is said of Saul’s state of mind during this period? 
“Saul had rejected God’s Spirit and there was nothing more God could do for him.  God did not withdraw from Saul arbitrarily; but rather that Saul rebelled against His guidance and deliberately withdrew himself from the influence of the Spirit.  Sometimes scripture represents God as doing that which He does not prevent……When God withdraws His own Spirit, Satan is free to have his way.  …Apparently Saul had demonic disorders come upon him.  Severe melancholia developed as he brooded over the prophet’s announcement that he had forfeited the crown to a man “better” than he.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.531)

8. What suggestion do Saul’s wise men come up with for his angst?
“Find a skilled musician and listen to soothing music.”  Saul agrees and when Jesse’s son is recommended to him, David is called to court.  Saul receives great comfort from David’s soothing, lofty hymns praising God.  Many of them were David’s own composition.  As Saul listened to David’s music his wicked feelings of self-pity and jealousy left him for a time (SDA BC vol.2 p.531)

The Principles:
1. What of God’s statement that He looks on the heart.  Are humans inclined to favor wealthy, popular or attractive people and give them deference?  What does the Bible say about being a respecter of persons?  (Acts 10:28, 34–35)
Often, humans are overly influenced by a person’s appearance. 
The phrase, “God is no respecter of persons” means that God will provide every person with the opportunity to receive the blessings available through the plan of salvation.  He doesn’t show partiality to one and not to another for any characteristic or feature, etc.  All of us are individually loved by our Creator.   The context in Acts indicates that the gospel was for all people, not just the Jews. 

(James 2:1-9)  
1 My brothers and sisters, practice your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ by not favoring one person over another. 2 For example, two men come to your worship service. One man is wearing gold rings and fine clothes; the other man, who is poor, is wearing shabby clothes. 3 Suppose you give special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say to him, “Please have a seat.” But you say to the poor man, “Stand over there,” or “Sit on the floor at my feet.” 4 Aren’t you discriminating against people and using a corrupt standard to make judgments?
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters! Didn’t God choose poor people in the world to become rich in faith and to receive the kingdom that he promised to those who love him? 6 Yet, you show no respect to poor people. Don’t rich people oppress you and drag you into court? 7 Don’t they curse the good name ⌞of Jesus⌟, the name that was used to bless you?
8 You are doing right if you obey this law from the highest authority: “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 
9 If you favor one person over another, you’re sinning, and this law convicts you of being disobedient.
  

Questions and Take-aways:   
At some point, God’s Spirit may leave an individual, permanently.  That individual is said to have committed the unpardonable sin.  Grieving away the Holy Spirit is unforgiveable.  Saul had rejected the Spirit of God, committed the unpardonable sin- and there was nothing more God could do for him (SDA BC vol.2 p.530)
We can know if we have grieved away God’s Spirit, which is committing the ‘unpardonable sin”.   The condition that we are concerned about committing this act is evidence we have not.  A person who has grieved away God’s Spirit is certainly not concerned about it!  That person defies God and His wooing.  God’s Spirit continues to try and call for us to change for as long as possible, leaving only if we persist on rejecting Him.  (Mark 3:28-30) 
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