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                                ‘David and goliath’Read:

				1 Samuel 17:1-58
				PP 644-648; 
    				3T 218-220
The Story:	
Recap:  The Philistines decided to get even with Saul after their defeat at the hand of Jonathan and his armor-bearer, so they mobilized their troops for war and set up camp inside the borders of Judah..
1. What do we know of the ‘challenger’ of Gath, the Philistine champion?
His name was Goliath.  He was 9 ½ feet tall.  His armor weighs 125 pounds, the spearhead alone 15 pounds. (‘shotput’ weighs 16 pounds)
Perhaps Goliath’s father is the giant mentioned in 2nd Samuel 21:18.  That giant had 4 sons: Goliath (killed by David) Saph (killed by Sibbechai), Lahmi (killed by Elhanan) and Ishbi-benob, who had 6 fingers on each hand and 6 toes on each foot (killed by Abishai- one of David’s most loyal men)  Might this ‘giant’ father and his four ‘giant’ sons be the reason David took five stones to battle Goliath?  (see also 1 Chronicles 20:5, 2 Samuel 21:19,21).

2.  But Saul was also a ‘giant’ among his people, why didn’t Saul accept the challenge?
…Yes, Saul would be the logical one to take up the challenge, but his guilty conscience left him fearful and trembling, no longer feeling strong and bold to succeed in his kingly office because of his sins that estranged him from God.  He brooded over what he thought was the injustice of 
God in depriving him of the throne of Israel.  He felt that the valor which he had displayed in fighting his enemies should offset his sin of disobedience.  His haughty spirit became desperate, until he was on the verge of losing his reason.  

3.  Why was David in the war camp, as he was not a soldier?
By his father’s direction David was to carry a message and a gift to his older brothers and to learn if they were still in safety and health.  But David had also been entrusted with a higher mission.  The armies of Israel were in trouble and David had been directed by an angel to save his people.

4. Why did Eliab reproach David?
When Eliab heard David indignantly shout out “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?” his jealousy was aroused.  These words were as a censure upon his own cowardice in making no attempt to silence the giant of the Philistines.    

5. Why would Saul allow David, this ‘stripling of a boy’, to fight an experienced, gigantic, warrior?
When King Saul realized that he had been rejected by God, and when he felt the force of the words of denunciation that had been addressed to him by the prophet, he was filled with bitter rebellion and despair.  He had no clear perception of the offensive character of his sin and did not arouse to the work of reforming his life.  Though Saul gave David permission to go fight, the king had small hope that David would be successful.  Saul had lost confidence in himself when he rejected God’s leading and chastisements in his life.  It was to save his life and honor that Saul sent David.  If Saul fought Goliath, he might lose his life or at a minimum, his reputation.

6. What was the reason David rejected armor?  
He had not proved it.  It was too big and heavy and David was not accustomed to wearing armor.  Also, David was not relying on armor to accomplish this task.  David trusted God to protect him and destroy Goliath.

7. Did the Philistines honor the deal they’d made concerning the outcome of this fight? 
No!  The Philistines made the deal to serve Israel as slaves if their champion lost the contest.  All along they firmly believed there was no way Goliath would lose.  However when Goliath went down, the Philistines ran for their lives.  The Israelite army pursued them, killing many.


The Principles:
1.  Contrast David’s courage with Saul’s cowardice.  Why did they have these characteristics?
David was as courageous as Saul was cowardly.  He radiated that Spirit of genuine optimism and courage.  Inactivity of God’s people in a time of shame and crisis was more than David could endure.  It was in righteous indignation that David leaped into action.  Saul had rejected God’s spirit and was left fearful and troubled.  He was weighed down with guilt and an unwillingness to accept correction.  His proud spirit was offended and he refused to allow God to change his heart.
2. Compare David’s motives with Goliath’s motives in this fight.
David’s goal was to make all the world to know that there is a God in Israel! (v.36)  
David had three victories in one day:  1)  He wasn’t distracted when Eliab taunted him
         					 2)  He wasn’t discouraged when Saul planted doubts in his mind.
                                                             3)  He slays a blasphemous giant
Goliath set out to intimidate Israel and to blaspheme Israel’s God.  The Philistines sought to goad them into a one-one fight.  Thanks to Jonathan and his armor bearer, who’d earlier reduced the Philistine army to a level that was too weak to actually go to war with Israel, they had resorted to heckling and intimidation.


Questions and Take-aways:   

Sometimes we see somebody in public life that has great success with people and we are tempted to copy them.  We thing that to use their methods might bring us success too.  But God wants everyone to be themselves, to learn from experience what they’ll need tomorrow to solve problems.  God designs every man to work in his own harness.  God leads and directs us, individually.  David could not function in Saul’s armor.  And, the armor was not necessary to David’s success in slaying a giant.
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