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                                ‘A true friendship’Read:

				1 Samuel 18:1-30
				PP 649-652
The Story:	
Recap:   Despite the many times David was called to court to sing and play music to calm the king’s troubled spirit, he doesn’t seem to know who David is.  Saul apparently had taken so little notice of the humble lyre player during his spells of abstraction.  After David slew the Philistine giant, Goliath, Saul was asking questions to learn who David is.

1. What is Jonathan and David’s relationship?

“Jonathan, by birth is heir to the throne, yet knowing himself set aside by the divine decree; to his rival the most tender and faithful of friends, shielding David’s life at the peril of his own; steadfast at his father’s side through the dark days of his declining power … The name of Jonathan is treasured in heaven, and it stands on earth a witness to the existence and the power of unselfish love” (Ed. 157)

2.  How is David greeted every time returning from battle?
“… the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of music.”  One company sang, “Saul hath slain his thousands, while another company took up the strain, and responded, and David his ten thousands… David was exalted above himself in the song of the women of Israel… The people of the realm praised his wisdom and heroism.  (PP 652)

3.  How does Saul feel when he hears the people greeting David’s return from battle?
“This served to stir up the former bitterness of Saul against him...  In place of subduing these envious feelings, he displayed the weakness of his character and exclaimed, ‘They have ascribed unto David ten thousands and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom?”  (PP 650, 652)




4. Who is Merab and how does she come into this story?
Merab is Saul’s oldest daughter.  She was promised to the man brave enough to take on Goliath, (1 Sam 17:25) but when time came to give her in marriage to David, Saul instead gave her in marriage to another- Adriel the Meholathite.  
David was humbled by the notion that he could marry a princess.  He felt he was of lowly birth and not qualified to be a son-in-law to the King.

5. Who is Michal and how does she come into this story?
Michal is Merab’s younger sister and she was actually in love with David.  Saul liked this idea even better, as Michal could become a snare to David.  “Saul saw an opportunity to carry out his nefarious plan for David’s destruction.  He would require such a dowry as would in all probability accomplish his purpose in an even better way than would have been possible had he given Merab to David.  Saul was greatly pleased but had to move carefully for David must not know that Michal was in love with him.  
Having deliberately taken Merab from David, Saul proceeded by underhand methods to inform the youth that he still wanted him for his son-in-law.  He arranged to snare David by means of a court whispering campaign.  The servants themselves probably did not realize the part they were unconsciously playing in the drama.”
(SDA BC vol.2 p.544)

6. How does Saul ‘double-deal’ David? 
Saul assures David that he very much wants him to be his son-in-law, so, he won’t require a money dowry for Michal’s hand in marriage, no, he asks for grisly evidence of the death of 100 Philistines.  Saul was certain that killing a hundred of the enemy would get David killed in the process.  Saul exhibited open flattery toward David, while on the other hand he was secretly plotting against David.  …The stock and trade of a weak, selfish man. 
7. What is happening with the dowry? 
However, Saul’s dowry request appealed to David.  He could at once avenge Israel against a long-standing enemy and win the hand of the girl!  David sets out at once and successfully kills twice as many of the enemy, two hundred, and victoriously presents the evidence to the king.  
With this latest turn of events, Saul’s evil deepens.  “Chagrin at the failure of his evil scheme intensified Saul’s hatred of David.  But instead of yielding to God, Saul grieved over his wounded pride and David’s prestige was greater than ever.  Now, fully possessed by an evil spirit, Saul’s darkly brooding mind assiduously sought a new snare for his enemy, now his own son-in-law.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.544)



The Principles:
1. Discuss how a true friendship can exist in our evil world.
Components of true friendship:
Kindred spirits
Like ideals
Having same faith in God and having surrendered to His guidance and protection
Pact of friendship
Innumerable conversations
Shared experiences
Same spiritual vision
Same humility of soul
Same calmness of spirit
Same obedience to eternal principles of truth
Happiness consists in loving rather than in being loved.
*Jonathan loved David to the point he was prepared to say that David should acquire greatness and was content to fade back to a supporting role… himself actually being a prince! Jonathan stripped himself of his rightful position and potential as royalty as he saw the commendable traits in David.  Thus the two characters were cemented together by true affection.  
*John the Baptist said “He must increase that I decrease (John 3:30)
* Jesus voluntarily divested Himself of every divine prerogative (Phil 2:6-8) that He might plant the leaven of truth in everyone (John 1:9)
What a joy heaven will be for kindred souls, with an eternity for companionship!

2. Discuss jealousy and the traits that can lead to it.
Saul was fearful that David, closely aligned with God’s will and now the admiration of the nation, might take the kingship from him.   
Saul was still angry that God had removed him as king and giving it to a better man. (1 Sam 15:28)
Saul’s great defect in character was his love of approbation.  This trait had a controlling influence over his actions and thoughts; everything was marked by his desire for praise and self-exaltation.  His standard of right and wrong was the low standard of popular applause.  It was the ambition of Saul to be first, (pride) in the estimation of men.  Fear Anger Pride -  lead to Jealousy
Questions and Take-aways:   
Saul was permitted to remain on the throne until the seeds of evil in his life should produce that certain harvest; and until David’s preliminary training was complete.  
Does God allow us to continue on our sinful ‘thrones’ until the seeds of evil in our life either be removed and cleansed OR eventually produce a harvest as they certainly will if allowed to remain? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Time hadn’t eased the sting of prophetic rebuke for Saul.  Saul’s jealous mind finally became deranged as he again gave way to feelings of discontent and evil surmisings.  
Through David’s ministry the Lord was appealing to the hardening heart of Saul, inviting him to return and realize the healing power of God in his behalf.  Though Saul had irretrievably disqualified himself as king, he could yet find salvation as an individual.  
Saul’s great mistake in removing David from the palace, sending him off to do battle removed the calming influence of David’s music that was the only thing ot ease Saul’s troubling afflictions.  Nobody else humbly upheld the king to the people.  Saul became obsessed with the desire to kill David.  Sending David out, hoping he would be killed, was the very thing that made it harder for Saul to humble his heart and return to his heavenly Father.
God will work with us right up to the time we insist on rejecting Him.  He loves us too much to ever give us over, if we still are seeking salvation. 
image1.png
;





