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                                ‘Jonathan and David Part’Read:


				1 Samuel 20:1-42
				PP 654-55
The Story:	
Recap:   David, disbelieving that Saul has changed and now looks kindly upon him, quickly fled Ramah and met with Jonathan at Gibeah.  Ramah is approx. 6 miles north of Jerusalem and Gibeah 3 miles north of Jerusalem. 

1. What question does David implore Jonathan to answer for him?
What have I done that your father hates me?!  Why does he want to kill me?

2.  Does Jonathan agree with David’s belief of Saul’s intentions toward him?
No.  Jonathan doesn’t believe Saul will really kill David.  However, Jonathan trusts his friend and wants to try again to reason with king Saul to assure David his life is not in danger.

3.  What is the plan they develop to learn Saul’s feeling concerning David?
There is a very important feast coming up and both Jonathan and David are expected to be there.  They make a plan that David will go to feast with his family instead of the king’s household.. with Jonathan’s permission.  If the king doesn’t take issue with this, all is well, however, if the king reacts negatively, they will know that David’s life is in danger from Saul.  The morning after all the feasting, Jonathan will go out target practicing with a young boy to fetch his arrows.  If all is not well, Jonathan will shout to the boy to go further out  to find the arrows… which will give clue to David to flee.

4. What happens at the feast the first day?  What happens the second day of the feast?
Saul makes no mention of David’s absence, suspecting that David is ritualistically unclean.  The second day, however, now that David has had opportunity to clean up, he is still absent, Saul asks of Jonathan why.  Jonathan recites the agreed upon story, but Saul is enraged that David preferred to feast with his family over Saul’s family and after hearing Jonathan’s answer, hurls the spear intended for David at his own son, Jonathan.


5. Describe the parting between David and his best friend.
Bittersweet and touching.  They swore allegiance and love for each other forever.  “Go in peace.  The Lord be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for ever.”


The Principles:

1.  People do not all have the same heredity and environment, and consequently do not approach the problems of life in the same way.  Contrast Saul’s and his son Jonathan’s ways of dealing with conflict.
Saul, in his impatient tyranny and bigotry, felt that he must be first, and that what he said was correct and final.  Anyone disagreeing had to be eliminated, regardless of the means taken to do it.  Yet his own son approached life from an entirely different angle.  Did God illuminate one life and not the other?  Was Saul born to be evil, and his son born to possess noble traits of character?  The answers to these questions is found in the words of Paul:  “to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are” (Romans 6:16) Or in another version that verse reads: Don’t you know that you become the slave of the one you turn your life over to?  If you turn your life over to sin, it will eventually kill you.  If you turn your life over to doing what is right, you’ll receive eternal life.”  Because of free choice, man gives his service, his thoughts, and his outlook on life to either one or the other of two masters - who represent diametrically opposite standards.
2. Often, those who trusted the word of God, though in themselves utterly helpless, have withstood the power of the whole world.  Name some examples of this both from the Bible and from history since.
Enoch, pure in heart, holy in life, holding fast his faith in the triumph of righteousness against a corrupt and scoffing generation
Noah and his household against the men of his time, men of the greatest physical and mental strength and the most debased in morals
Children of Israel at the Red Sea, a helpless, terrified multitude of slaves, against the mightiest army of the mightiest nation on the globe
David a shepherd lad, having God’s promise of the throne, against Saul, the established monarch bent on holding fast his power
Shadrach and his companions in the fire, with Nebuchadnezzar on the throne
Daniel among the lions, his enemies in the high places of the kingdom
Jesus on the cross, while the Jewish priests and rulers forcing even the Roman governor to work their will 
Paul in chains led to a criminal’s death by Nero, despot of a world empire.

Vaudois, the Huguenots, Wycliffe and Huss, Jerome and Luther, Tyndale and Knox, Zinzendorf and Wesley- with multitudes of others, have witnessed to the power of God’s word against human power and policy in support of evil.  These are the world’s true nobility.  This is its royal line.  In this line we are called to take our places.  Faith is needed in the smaller no less than in the greater affairs of life.  In all our daily interests and occupations the sustaining strength of God becomes real to us through an abiding trust.  (Ed 254-255)


Questions and Take-aways:   

Verse 41.  “David exceeded.”  Conveys the idea of David being ‘made great’ or strengthened’ for the ordeal ahead.  David steels himself (hardens his heart?) against fear and discouragement. He knows of God’s protection and believes God will guide him.  Plus, David had the assurance of a true and loyal friend in Jonathan.  “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Psalm 133:1)
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