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                                    ‘Deceit’Read:

				1 Samuel 21:1-15
				PP 655-57
				Psalm 34
The Story:	
Recap:  Heavy hearted, Jonathan returns to Gibeah , while David hurries off to Nob, where the sanctuary was.    

1. Ahimelech is surprised to see David show up alone, his countenance ‘marked by anxiety and sorrow.  The priest asks why he is there, what is David’s answer?
David manufactures a story that he is on a secret mission from the king and Ahimelech believes him.  This lie eventually leads to the death of Ahimelech.

2. What are the rules concerning the showbread?  Is David justified in asking for this bread?   (see Leviticus 8:31,32; 24:9)
No.  Leviticus shows that the replaced showbread was for the Priests’ consumption, only.  “David succeeded in removing the Ahimelech’s scruples, and obtained the bread to satisfy his hunger.”  David is not a priest.  In David’s constant fear of being discovered he resorted to deception.  “God requires that truthfulness shall mark His people. Even in the greatest peril.”  (PP656)  
                                                                                                            
3.  When David spots Doeg, what else does he ask of Ahimelech?
A sword.  Doeg had previously professed to convert to the Hebrew faith.  He was chief of Saul’s herdsmen and was paying vows in the temple.  David didn’t trust him and when he spotted the herdsman it occurred to him he was defenseless, so he asked for a weapon.  Ahimelech produced Goliath’s sword, the very one David had used to cut off Goliath’s head.
  
4. Why is it peculiar that David would now flee to Gath, of all places?
Gath was Goliath’s and his family’s home town.  These people might probably remember David fighting Goliath.  Also, even more recently, Gath was the area where David killed 200 men to secure a dowry for his wife, Michal.  Again, these people would probably remember David.  They also believed that David was to become the next king of Israel.
5. When David comes to distrust Achish, what actions does he take to escape the Philistine city?
More deception.  David comes to realize that Achish’s councilors are suspicious of him and advising the king to be rid of him.  So David feigns mental derangement, slobbering spittle that runs down his beard, throwing himself into walls and vocal utterances that convince everyone he is possessed.  The king is afraid and orders that David be thrown out of the city.  The king declares he has enough mental illness in his country without taking in those from Israel.  This works out well for David, he escapes with his life, but it was more evidence of his lack of faith in God. 


The Principles:

1. Considering the standards of the day in David’s time and culture, his decisions could be reasonably defensible.  In the moment of temptation it appeared that the only way to get help and at the same time protect the priest, was for David to deceive Ahimelech from knowing his reason for coming.  Does the end justify the means?  (SDA BC vol.2 p.555)
Never.  Again, PP 656 says that “God requires that truthfulness shall mark His people.  Even in the greatest peril.”  When we have faith in God, we trust Him with our protection.  We don’t need to concoct our own defenses with deceit.  Scripture requires strict truthfulness.
 
2. According to PP 657, “Every failure on the part of the children of God is due to what?
A lack of faith.

Questions and Take-aways:   

“This experience was serving to teach David wisdom; for it led him to realize his weakness and the necessity of constant dependence upon God.  Oh, how precious is the sweet influence of the Spirit of God as it comes to depressed or despairing souls, encouraging the fainthearted, strengthening the feeble, and imparting courage and help to the tried servants of the Lord!  Oh, what a God is ours, who deals gently with the erring and manifests His patience and tenderness in adversity, and when we are overwhelmed with some great sorrow!
…if David had but removed his mind from the distressing situation in which he was placed, and had thought of God’s power and majesty, he would have been at peace even in the midst of the shadows of death; he could with confidence have repeated the promise of the Lord, “The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be removed.”  Isaiah 54:10
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