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                 ‘David spares saul’s life’Read:

		1 Samuel 24:1-22
		PP 660-663
The Story:	
Recap:  When Saul had finished driving off the Philistines, he took 3,000 of his men to return to the pursuit of David, who is in the wilderness of En-gedi, sheltering among the rocks and caves populated by wild goats. 
.  
1. Why does Saul go alone into the very cave where David and his men happen to be? 
Saul went in privacy to cover his feet.  “Cover his feet’ is a euphemism for having a bowel movement             (see Judges 3:24).  Saul had no idea he wasn’t alone!  Coming in from the outside, Saul could see nothing, but the men in the cave could see clearly, for their eyes were accustomed to the darkness.” (SDA BC vol.2 p.569)
  
2. David’s men quickly recognize this as an opportunity for what?
David’s men recognize the king.  “Although no record is given of a divine promise that David would have his enemy delivered into his hand, what the men said may, indeed, have been true.  This opportunity probably came as a test to David to enable him to exhibit the characteristics he had developed.  Had David at this juncture killed Saul, he would have shown that in one respect, at least, he was no better than Saul, who if the circumstances had been reversed, would have delighted to kill David.” (SDA BC vol.2 p.569)

3.  David doesn’t do as his men suggested, but what does he do?
“David stood the test.  David was so close to God that, with his enemy in his hand, he not only refused to harm him personally but restrained his men from committing any untoward act in his name.” (SDA BC vol.2 p.569) 
David told his men he wouldn’t harm the Lord’s anointed.  As Saul had temporarily taken off his coat, armor and weapons, Dave quietly cut off a bottom corner of Saul’s robe.  Saul didn’t notice the damage, he left the cave to continue his search for David. 

4. What does David do next?
David bows himself, from a safe distance, and calls out to the king, “My Lord the King!  Why are you listening to people who tell you I want to kill you?  I had you in my hands moments ago in that cave and look here’s proof!  God delivered you to me, and some wanted me to kill you but I spared you, because I will not put forth mine hand against the Lord’s anointed.  So you can see that I have not sinned against you, even though you hunt me to take my life.”
5.  What is Saul’s reaction?
“When Saul heard the words of David he was humbled… his feelings were deeply moved as he realized how completely he had been in the power of the man whose life he sought.”  Saul’s heart softened and he said to David, “Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil… now I know well that thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine hand.
6. What is the promise Saul asks of David? 
Saul asks David, that when the day comes for him to take the throne to not kill his family, as was customarily done is those times.
The Principles:

1. Name some examples from Scripture of people who returned good for evil.
*Joseph forgiving and providing for his brothers though they’d sold him into slavery
*Moses praying for his people to be forgiven though they blamed him many times for their problems and even        sought to kill him.
*As a tax collector for the Romans, Zacchaeus cheats and overcharges taxes on his own countrymen, Jesus befriends him and as a result, Zacchaeus changes course toward God 
*Jesus praying that His enemies be forgiven even though they’d crucified Him.

2. Can David trust that Saul has now truly changed and they can go home together? 
“Knowing what he did of Saul’s past course, David could put no confidence in the assurances of the king, nor hope that his penitent condition would long continue.  So when Saul returned to his home David remained in the strongholds of the mountains.” (PP 662) 
“The enemies of God’s people, have yielded to the power of Satan.  They cherish a hatred that at times does change to a feeling of reconciliation, but the change does not always prove to be lasting.  God is continuing to work with them to humble their hearts before Him.  But as they again open the door to the suggestions of the evil one, the old doubts are revived, the old enmity is awakened, and they return to engage in the same work, which they repented of and for a time abandoned.  Again they speak evil, accusing and condemning in the bitterest manner the very ones to whom they made most humble confession.  Satan can use such souls with far greater power after such a course has been pursued than he could before, because they have sinned against greater light.”  (PP 663) 


Questions and Take-aways:   

How are we to show respect to the Lord’s anointed?  …to the mayor, police, governor, president?


 “It is He who changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and establishes kings.   (Daniel 2:21)  

Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those ‘authorities’ which exist are ordained of God.  Whosoever therefore resists the power, resists the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.    (Romans 13:1-2)






image1.png
;





