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                 ‘Nabal and Abigail’Read:

		1 Samuel 25:1-44
		PP 663-8


The Story:	
Recap:  
Samuel’s death was regarded as an irreparable loss by the nation of Israel.  After   , David and his men travel to the Wilderness of Paran.  Paran was inhabited by a predatory people and David’s group found a very cold reception.  Also, knowing Saul would be even more bitter after Samuel’s death, David sensed the need of help from on high.  In his great anxiety he composed the 120th and the 121st Psalms  (PP 664)
.  
1. What do we know of Nabal?  What do we know of Abigail? 
Nabal was wealthy.  He was descended from Caleb, but his character was churlish and niggardly.                                                             Abigail was Nabal’s wife.  She was beautiful, with a character to match.  She was kindly, full of the wisdom and love of God. 

2. David had a previous relationship with Nabal.  What was that and why were David’s men now asking Nabal for supplies?
David and his men had been a wall of protection for Nabal’s shepherds and flocks against marauders in the region.  Though David and his men could have helped themselves to the flocks and herds, they did not.  Now, however, they were in need of provisions and as it was customary to supply the men who’d provided such valuable, protection service, David’s men were sent to ask Nabal for help.  

3. How did Nabal answer them and how did David respond when he learned what Nabal told his men?
Nabal refused and excused his response by claiming that many times servants leave their masters and he wouldn’t know if David’s men had actually Nabal added an insult by saying “Who is David, etc”  This was so unexpected and rude that David snapped and immediately set about to 

4. What did Abigail do when she was told about the incident between her husband and David’s men? 
Abigail picked up the broken threads and accepted all the blame for the incident between her husband and David’s men.  She also gave credit to God, not herself, for David having turned from his ‘hasty purpose’.            (to shed blood v. 26)  Abigail called the gifts of supplies a ‘blessing’ which implies they came from God  

5. How was Abigail’s conversation with David both a kindly rebuke and diplomatic advice?
In verse28 Abigail was aware that David was the future king.  She hinted that this business of killing Nabal was not an errand he was doing for the Lord, but was entirely of his own choosing.  Remember how David made careful inquiry as to God’s will before he went to battle the Philistines at Keilah?  In this present going to battle David had not inquired to the Lord at all. David did not have God’s approval for this present undertaking.  
If David was to kill Nabal, he would be incurring guilt.   As yet his actions hadn’t disqualified him for holding high office, but had he carried out his purposes against Nabal, it would have raised serious questions in the minds of the people as to David’s fitness for being king.  If his policy was to exterminate those citizens of the realm who dared to oppose him, his administration would be quite undesirable.

6.  What became of Nabal?
After a huge night of feasting, drinking and celebrating the successful shearing, Nabal is not approachable, so Abigail waits til morning to tell him what had transpired with David.  Nabal became senseless and even paralyzed.  Ten days later Nabal was dead.
Scripture frequently presents God as doing that which He does not prevent.  Nabal had had his opportunities.  The presence of a godly wife had had no effective influence upon him.  He forfeited his right to the further protection of God over his life.

7. What becomes of Abigail?
David marries her.  His other wife, Michal, had been given away, by Saul, to another man.  David also took yet another woman to wife- Ahinoam of Jezreel.


The Principles:
1. David was already married. Even though polygamy was the custom of the day and God winked at it at the time, what is the original pattern that God had given in Eden:  (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:5-9)
God tolerated the custom in this period as He had earlier (Deut.14:26) winking at the times of ignorance (see Acts 17:30)  Nevertheless polygamy brought in its wake much sorrow and misery, from which the people would have been spared if they had been willing to accept the original pattern that God had given in Eden.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.575)
Gen. 2:24 “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 
Matthew 19:5  And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

2. What can we learn from Abigail’s interaction with David on her husband’s behalf?
(Matthew 5:9)
Abigail pleaded with David to conduct himself in such a way that when he became king, he would thank God for sending a steadying power in his moments of despair and self-pity over ingratitudes heaped upon him.  After all, she had been obliged to put up with this independent, grudging, and jealous churl much longer than David.  

Questions and Take-aways:   

How to Deal With Correcting Errors, dirty laundry…
“For evils that we might have checked, we are just as responsible as if we were guilty of the acts ourselves.  But it is to the wrongdoer himself that we are to present the wrong.  We are not to make it a matter of comment and criticism among ourselves; nor even after it is told to the church, are we at liberty to repeat it to others.  A knowledge of the faults of Christians will be only a cause of stumbling to the unbelieving world; and by dwelling upon these things, to correct the errors of a brother, the Sp8irit of Christ will lead us to shield him, as far as possible, from the criticism of even his own brethren, and how much more from the censure of the unbelieving world.  We ourselves are erring, and need Christ’s pity and forgiveness, and just as we wish Him to deal with us, He bids us deal with one another.”  (DA 441) 
Nobody likes to be corrected.  It wounds my pride to be told by some fellow human that I’ve done wrong and I need to stop it.  But David received the criticism in a commendable way.  His attitude was excellent.

“It requires humility of heart to receive rebuke kindly.  David made no effort to justify his actions.  His heart overflowed with gratitude to the one who had saved him from a rash and murderous deed.  
The ready acceptance of rebuke is to be commended.  David had accustomed himself to witnessing the mysterious workings of providence, and he saw the divine handiwork in the happenings before him.  He thanked God for starting the train of events that culminated in Abigail’s meeting him at precisely the right place and moment, and for the encouragement of such a spiritual-minded soul as Abigail.”   (SDA BC vol.2 p.575)
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