

[image: ]
                 ‘Spared a Second time’Read:

		1 Samuel 26:1-25
		PP 668-72


The Story:	
Recap:  
Nabal is dead, David marries his godly, spiritual widow.  Saul is again pursuing David to kill him.
.  
1. How do we know that this occasion of David sparing Saul’s life is not just a retelling of the same incident written in chapter 24? 

1) David’s place of hiding
2) In the 1st Saul enters cave alone, in 2nd Saul’s whereabouts are reported by scouts
3) David’s evidence in 1st encounter is a cut corner of Saul’s garment, in 2nd encounter it is Saul’s spear and water cruse
4) During intervening period, David has been in wilderness of Paran and has the Nabal experience etc.

2. Who is Abner?
Who is Abishai?
Exasperated that David would dare return to the district around Hebron, Saul forgot his recent promise to his son-in-law and in a fit of madness started once more on the warpath to capture his rival.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.577)  Abner is Saul’s cousin and now his bodyguard.  (1 Sam 14:50)
Abishai is a grandson of Jesse and son of Zeruiah, David’s sister, so Abishai is David’s nephew.  Now Abishai is also the leader of David’s forces.  (1 Chron 2:16) 

3. David observed where Saul’s 3000 man army was pitching their camp and Saul’s actual location within the camp.  What does David do next and who accompanies him?
David asks who will volunteer to go with him down into Saul’s camp.  Abishai, David’s volunteers.  
4. What does Abishai suggest to David and what is David’s reply? 
Wow! An opportunity from God to end Saul’s life… again!  Let me do it and I will run him through with one blow.   But David again says that he won’t hurt the Lord’s anointed.  He was abiding by what he knew of Mosaic Law. “You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people” (Ex 22:28) David adds that if God wants Saul to die He will smite him, or his day shall come to die; or he will fall in battle. (v. 10)    

5. How was David able to successfully thread his way through all of the enemy guards and army to get to Saul?
God put Saul and all his men in such a deep sleep that they were totally oblivious to David and Abishai among them.  (v.12)

6.  What does David do when he reaches the sleeping king?
David takes Saul’s spear and his cruse of water then they leave the camp.


7. What is Saul’s reaction when he hears David calling out to him from a safe distance
Saul acknowledges that he has sinned, played the fool and erred exceedingly.  He asks David to come back to live in peace because he will hunt David no more because David has shown that Saul’s life is precious to him.  Saul also acknowledges that David will do great things and blesses him.  David does not put himself within range of Saul’s treachery, but this is the last time Saul sets out to hunt David.



The Principles:
1. Explain David’s ability to correctly interpret Scripture   SDA BC p.578
Among the precepts of the Mosaic law with which David had familiarized himself, was the following: “You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people”  (Ex 22:28)  David possessed keen spiritual discernment and understood this law to prohibit such action against the king as Abishai advocated.  David’s spiritual interpretations of the Mosaic regulations was far advanced over that of the Jewish leaders in Christ’s day, who tried to maintain the letter of the law while violating its spirit!  David’s ability to correctly interpret Scripture was aided by the guidance given through 1) the prophets, 2) the Urim and Thummim, 3) the mileposts of providential protection that, for many years now, had been erected in his life, 4) the historical evidences of God’s power during the past centuries as rehearsed at the feet of Samuel in the schools of the prophets, 5) the inspiration received through his association with kindred souls filled with the same spiritual discernment, and 6) the gift of the Holy Spirit that enabled him to speak by inspiration (2 Sam 23:2) 

Questions and Take-aways:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]David seems to have justifiable cause to kill Saul, but doesn’t.  Repeatedly David says that he won’t kill the Lord’s anointed.  David does not know if God is finished working with Saul or not.  Only God knows the heart and if or not the heart has grieved away the Holy Spirit.  If I determine that somebody is hopeless and give up on them, I could be making a mistake.  Only God can make that call.  God will tell me when to be done working with someone or when to keep trying to influence them for the right.  David had killed a lot of people, but it was under God’s direction not his own determination.  David kept giving Saul more chances to do right, more chances to feel David’s loyalty, more chances to feel guilt for treating him so badly when David was only good to him.   Eventually, Saul does give up persecuting David, but what a lot of wasted time and opportunity.  Saul   failed to live up to his potential.
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