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           ‘David Among the philistines… again’Read:

		1 Samuel 27:1-12
		PP 672-4


The Story:	
Recap:  
Saul, having heard David is in Gath stops hunting him and returns home.  David, however, says Saul will eventually succeed in killing him and despairs of ever becoming King.
1. Do David’s ‘countrymen’ support and appreciate all he has done for them?
Not even a little bit.  The men of Keilah would have turned him over to Saul (Ch. 23) The Ziphites twice informed Saul of his hiding place (Chs. 23; 26) Nabal proved unfriendly, Doeg unfriendly (Ch. 25) Twice David extended mercy to the jealously insane tyrant Saul who openly sought his life. (Chs. 24; 26)  From the very people who should have shown him every courtesy he had received only censure and ingratitude, and his life among them had been one continuous nightmare.  Living on short rations in caves and forests, in deserts and on mountain crags, he had been treated as an outlaw.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.580)
2. What has happened to David’s faith in God? 
It was a lack of faith that led David to forsake his post.  David was looking at appearances of his situation, not at the promises of God.  
‘Men cannot understand the ways of God; and looking at appearances, they interpret the trials and tests and provings that God permits to come upon them as things that are against them, and that will only work their ruin.  David had sacrificed trusting in God for his safety to trusting in himself for it…  Long trials had wearied his faith and exhausted his patience. ’  (PP 672)
3. Where does David flee?  Was this decision made in council with God?
Again, David goes to the Philistine king, Achish, in Gath to ask for sanctuary.  ‘
No, the Lord did not send David to the Philistines, the most bitter foes of Israel.  David was a brave general and had proved himself a wise and successful warrior; but he was working directly against his own interests when he went to the Philistines…  It was a lack of faith that led him to forsake his post without a command from the Lord.’  (PP 672)
 
4. Why is Achish flattered to offer protection for David, his family and his army?
David was more feared than Saul.    ‘David’s valor had cost the Philistines their champion and turned the tide of battle against them. (Ch.17)  The Philistines were glad of an opportunity to separate David and his men from Saul’s armies.  They hoped that David would avenge his wrongs by joining them in battle against Saul and Israel.’ (ST Nov.16, 1888)   Achish’s vanity was flattered that a Hebrew would seek his protection.  Also, Achish admired David and his success as a warrior and found this situation very gratifying.  

5.  Why does David ask Achish for a place to live outside Gath?  Does Achish comply?
David realizes that Gath is idolatrous and would be a terrible influence on his family and men.  He wanted to be separate from Gath where they might worship God with more freedom than if they remained.  
Achish graciously gives the town of Ziglag to David and his group to live.

6. What did David do in the year that he lived among the Philistines?
David knew that  it was God’s will that the heathen tribes be destroyed, so he and his men went from town to town killing men, women and children of the Geshurites, Gezrites, Amalekites.  David smote the land, left no people alive and took away sheep, oxen, asses, camels and apparel etc. and took loot back to Achish.  David only killed the heathen tribes that had invaded Israel towns, not the actual Hebrews living there.  David left none alive to report to Achish so the king believed David killed his own people and said, “He hath made his people Israel utterly to abhor him; therefore he shall be my servant forever.”
When Achish would ask David what accomplishments he made that day, David’s answer was sufficiently ambiguous to permit Achish to interpret it otherwise.  This all appeared to Achish that David was attacking his own people, the Hebrews.  Achish came to believe that David was fighting for him and was fooled into thinking David was loyal to him.  The heathen king promises David wealth, honor and promotions as reward for his loyalty.

7.  What did God think of David’s duplicity?
God was displeased.  Although David had been appointed to do this work, he was not walking in the counsel of God when he practiced deception. God was dishonored.  David’s dissembling (dishonesty, insincerity) was a serious blunder, unworthy of one who had been so highly exalted in spiritual privileges.  




The Principles:
1. Does my weariness and lack of faith influence others… or even myself?
God does not want His servants to give encouragement to the wicked by disclosing the weakness of His people or by an appearance of indifference to their welfare.  Furthermore, the impression was received by his brethren that he had gone to the heathen to serve their gods.  By this act David gave occasion for misconstruing his motives, and many were led to hold prejudice against him.  The very thing Satan desired to have him do he did.  In seeking refuge among the Philistines, David caused great exultation to the enemies of God and His people.  (PP 673)
This demonstrates the fact that great and good men, men with whom God has worked, will make grievous mistakes when they cease to watch and pray, and to fully trust in God.  He who will walk in the way of unwavering trust in God will have a connection with heaven.  The child of God is to do his work, looking to God alone for strength and guidance.  He must toil on without despondency and full of hope, even though he is placed in most trying and aggravating circumstances.  David’s experiences are recorded for the instruction of the people of God in these last days.  In the warfare against Satan, this servant of God had received light and direction from heaven, but, because the conflict was long continued, and because the question of his receiving the throne was unsettled, he became weary and discouraged  (ST Nov.9 1888)

2. Does God use deceit or ask it of us?
David’s first mistake was leaving Judah.  To the sin of deserting his fellow countrymen without divine permission he added the second sin of duplicity.  Had David remained in Judah, God could have delivered him as He had previously done.  David made an almost fatal blunder in leaving his own land without definite counsel from God.  
‘David’s faith in God had been strong, but it had failed him when he placed himself under the protection of the Philistines.  He had taken this step without seeking the counsel of the Lord; but when he had sought and obtained the favor of the Philistines, it was poor policy to repay their kindness by deception.
… But the goodness of God did not forsake David in his hour of discouragement.  David possessed a fixedness of purpose and a sincere desire to cooperate fully with the program of God.  This attitude led him to acknowledge his sins upon their disclosure and to set out immediately to rectify his errors.’  (SDA BC vol.2 p.582)
  





Questions and Take-aways:   

Why does David keep falling backward?  He does magnificently one instance, then fails terribly the next!  Like us, David loses faith when he ceases to watch, pray and fully trust in God.  The price of victory in the conflict with sin is unceasing vigilance and constant surrender to the will of God.
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