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                           ‘Saul consults a witch’Read:

		             1 Samuel 28:1-25
			     PP 674-689

The Story:	
Recap:  David has led the Philistine King Achish to believe he is an ally and will fight against Israel.  Saul is at his lowest point of depression and forsaken of God.  

1. When Achish tells David he expects support in the upcoming battle, how does David answer?
David gives an evasive reply.  He had no intention of attacking his own people, but found himself now in a predicament of his own making.  David answered Achish by saying, “As long as I’m here, I’m under your command and you’ll see for yourself how well my men can fight.”

2. What does Achish hear in David’s answer?
Achish takes David’s words as a pledge of support and promises honor and rewards in return.

3. When Saul hears that David is with the Philistines, where does he assume David’s loyalties lie?
Saul believes David and his men will fight with the Philistines, which brings him to greater despair and fear.  Saul expects David intends to take revenge on him personally for all the wrongs he’d done to him.

4. What is David’s plan to avoid fighting once he actually arrives to the battle?
David has no plan.  David is in a spot and he cannot find his way out.

5.  How had the Philistines so easily passed clear through the Valley of Jezreel all the way to Shunem… overrunning the lands belonging to the tribes of Issachar, Zebulun and Asher?


Because Saul had spent so much time pursuing David, he neglected his duty to guard and protect Israel.  The Philistines took advantage of Saul’s dereliction of duty and timed their raid perfectly.  By the time Saul’s guards discovered the invasion, the Philistines had penetrated deep inside of Israel’s territory and doom filled the king’s heart. 
6. 1 Samuel 28:3 states that at one point Saul had done away with those who had familiar spirits and the wizards in Israel, yet what does he now ask his men to go find?

Early in Saul’s reign, he obeyed God’s orders to drive out all the heathen wizards, witches, channelers, fortune-tellers, etc.  But now, unbelievably, he directs his men to go find one because Saul wants to know what he should do about the invading Philistines and God is not answering him.
7. How does Saul approach the witch?  Why?

The witch is in hiding, knowing her kind have been outlawed, hunted down and killed, so Saul has to go in disguise.  Unfortunately, the witch is suspicious because of Saul’s height and rich gifts that she might be in danger of being set up.  

8. How does the suspicious witch learn of Saul’s identity?

v. 12 The witch goes ahead and begins her incantations, but instead of telling Saul what she sees, she first cries out, “The ‘spirit’ says, you are King Saul!” and accuses him of tricking her.  Satan has confirmed to her Saul’s identity.  Now she knows for sure it is actually king Saul.  
Saul had long been under the influence of evil spirits (1 Sam. 16:14-15) and was now totally at their mercy.  Being king, he believed the law didn’t apply to him, that he had immunity from the law concerning sorcery, etc..  Further, Saul also thought he could promise immunity to anybody else who would help him.
Sadly, Saul hastens to assure the witch that with God as his witness, no harm will come to her for performing this séance. 

9. So, what was that apparition that appears in 1 Samuel 28: 14, 15
The witch accepts Saul’s promise of protection and Saul proceeds to tell her to call up the now deceased Prophet Samuel.  Satan and his evil angels have the ability to impart information and to change their forms.   Matthew 4:1-11; 2 Corinthians 11:13, 14
The apparition that the witch saw was a satanic impersonation of Samuel.

10.  At this point can Saul or Israel be saved from certain destruction?
Yes,  at this point both Saul and the nation of Israel  can be saved from certain destruction, but that would require Saul to confess, repent and cry unto the Lord.  Then he could gather all Israel together and lead them in renewed dedication to God.  (Remember this was done back in 1 Sam. Chapter 7 at Mizpah.)
Satan, however, has led Saul into thinking all was hopeless of any pardon and succeeded in completely discouraging Saul and urging him on to his ruin.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.589)

11. How did Saul react to the devastating and dreadful message in verses 16-19 of chapter 28?
King Saul completely collapsed onto the ground.  He was already faint from lack of food, and now fear and a troubled conscience drained his last ounce of energy.

12. How does the witch respond to this turn of events?
The witch is terrified that Saul is dead and she is the blame.  When she sees that Saul is alive she offers food and drink, reminding him that she’d done what he asked.  
The witch had no recourse of prayer and faith.  She was a slave to a power as willing to taunt her as it had tormented the king.  Still shaken, the witch with the help of Saul’s two officers, gets him onto a couch. Eventually, Saul is persuaded to eat then he and his men return to the troops while it was yet dark.

The Principles:	
1.  Is it possible that the apparition was actually Samuel, risen from the dead?
No. 1st  of all… “So, Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which he kept not,          
Saul was going to die for his sins against the Lord… disobedience to the Lord’s commands 
(1 Sam 13:13  “… until these acts of disobedience, God was going to establish your kingdom down through your line of descendants.”)

And 2nd …and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it.“ (1 Chronicles 10:13, 14)  	
Saul turned to a medium to ask guidance and counsel of demons.  Notice that he wasn’t asking the medium for guidance and counsel, she was only to call up the demons that Saul wanted to ask for guidance and counsel.

2. What are God’s appointed means of communication?
Dreams, visions, prophets, His Word- the Bible, holy angels with messages

3. How do we know the origin of a “message”?
This one was one of doom and ruin, no calling to repentance or hope, which is always the devil’s way.
God’s messages call us to repentance, warning us of dangers while giving hope and encouragement to draw us closer to Him.

Questions and Take-aways:  

God will never leave us or forsake us if we keep following Him.  God only forsakes when people insist on disobedience and persist in turning the Holy Spirit away.
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