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                           ‘Saul consults a witch’Read:

		             1 Samuel 28:1-25
			     PP 674-689

The Story:	
Recap:  David has led the Philistine King Achish to believe he is an ally and will fight against Israel.  Saul is at his lowest point of depression and forsaken of God.  

1. When Achish tells David he expects support in the upcoming battle, how does David answer?


2. What does Achish hear in David’s answer?


 
3. When Saul hears that David is with the Philistiines, where does he assume David’s loyalties lie?


4. What is David’s plan to avoid fighting once he actually arrives to the battle?


5.  How had the Philistines so easily passed clear through the Valley of Jezreel all the way to Shunem… overrunning the lands belonging to the tribes of Issachar, Zebulun and Asher?
 

6. 1 Samuel 28:3 states that at one point Saul had done away with those who had familiar spirits and the wizards in Israel, yet what does he now ask his men to go find?


7. How does Saul approach the witch?  Why?



8. How does the suspicious witch learn of Saul’s identity?




9. So, what was that apparition that appears in 1 Samuel 28: 14, 15




10.  Is it now determined that the Kingdom of Israel and Saul’s life are over?  At this point can Saul and Israel be saved from certain destruction?


11. How did Saul react to the devasting, dreaded message in verses 16-19 of chapter 28?




12. How does the witch respond to this turn of events?



The Principles:
1. Is it possible that the apparition might have actually been Samuel?
What are God’s appointed means of communication?




2. How do we know the origin of the “message”?





3. Why did God turn away and refuse to answer Saul when he appealed to God for advice?

What does the Bible say is the reason God abandoned Saul?  (1 Chronicles 10:13, 14)



Questions and Take-aways:   
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