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                     ‘David at Ziglag’ Read:

		             1 Samuel 29 & 30
			     PP Chapter 68

The Story:	
Recap:  As David and his men arrive at the battle field with king Achish, the Philistine princes object to his presence.  David is in a bad position, expected to fight alongside Achish, the Philistine king, but he could not for a moment fight against Israel.  

1. Why did the Philistine princes object to David and his men reporting for battle?
Achish expected David would fight for the Philistines, but the princes didn’t trust David.  If he should suddenly switch sides to fight for the Israelites, his people, the battle would go very badly for the Philistines.  They remembered the women singing David’s praises when returning from killing so many Philistines…Saul has killed his thousands, David his ten thousands!  They also remembered the death of Goliath, their famed champion.

2. After Achish acquiesces to the demands of the princes, what does he say to David?
Achish is apologetic with David!  Achish says surely as Jehovah lives you have e been upright and I’ve not found any evil in you.  However, the princes don’t favor you so return home and go in peace so we don’t upset them. David is worried Achish will discover his real feelings so says “but what have I done?  I want to go out to battle with you and fight your enemies”  Achish is still unaware of David’s duplicity and tells his he must leave the camp at first light.  This is how God freed David from this most impossible situation and now he was free to avoid the battle with his honor intact.  God delivered him.
 
3. What do David and his soldiers discover upon returning to Ziglag and what is the first thing David does about it?
Ziglag has been burned to the ground and all her inhabitants, the wives and children and families of David and his men were captured and taken away.  They were grief struck and enraged!  They even threatened to stone David.  David had placed himself and his followers among the Philistines because he lacked faith that God would protect him.  David seems to be cut off from every human support: 

All that he held dear on earth had been swept from him
Saul had driven him from his country;
The Philistines had driven him from the camp
The Amalekites had plundered his city
His wives and children had been made prisoners
And his own best friends had banded against him, threatening to kill him

4. What is the only thing that eases the grief and passion of David and his warriors?
But David doesn’t permit his mind to dwell upon the painful circumstances, he looked earnestly to God for help.  He bore himself with fortitude.  (Ps 56:3) was the language of his heart.  David could not discern for himself a way out of this difficulty but God did.  David sends for Abiathar, the high priest, son of Ahimelech to enquire of the Lord what to do next.
God has the most encouraging uplifting message for David!  “
Taking the problem and grief to God and asking Him for guidance was the only thing that eased the grief that David and his men were feeling.  
“All your family members are okay and you’ll recover all your herds, flocks and all the spoil that was taken from Ziglag.  Go after the Amalekites and catch up with them and fight.  You will be victorious.”

5. What is the next thing David and the men do? (1 Sam 30:9,10)
Since they’d already marched nearly a hundred miles since leaving the battle ground with Achish and gone through the grief finding Ziglag raided, the men were both physically and emotionally drained. David and the 600 men are reinvigorated with the message God gave them and they immediately pursue the Amalekites.  200 of the men were just too spent to keep up the chase so it was decided they’d stay put at the Besor Brook, guarding the supplies and wait for the others to return.
David and those continuing on come across an Egyptian slave boy who was on the verge of death due to exhaustion and dehydration.  He hadn’t had anything to eat or drink for three days, so David and his men care for him and he revives.  The boy tells them what the Amalekites had been doing and where they were going now and that his master had left him to die.  The boy says if David promises to not return him to his master he can tell them where the Amalekites are now.

6. David and his army catch up to the raiders by evening and what happens next?
David’s army catches up by evening and see the Amalekites reveling, dancing, and singing while enjoying all the huge amount of plunder the had taken out of Philistia and Judah.  When David saw this he ordered an immediate attack.  This came as a complete surprise to the Amalekites and the fighting continued all that night and into the next day into the afternoon.  Only 400 of the Amalekites managed to escape on camels.  

7. What is different this time concerning the captured women and children?  
Traditionally, captives were abused, raped, sold to slavers or kept as slaves.  This time, however, the captives were left alone because the Amalekites intended to sell them and kept them in top condition.  God had restrained the cruelty of the captors and not one child, spouse or elderly person was harmed or missing.  In fact, nothing was missing that the Amalekites had taken.  David and his men recovered everything, just as God had told them they would.

8. What is the new rule going forward that David issues to his men about dispensing the spoils of war?  
When the entire troop returned to the 200 at Besor Brook, some of the victorious army wanted to deny a share of the spoils to them because they had not been in on the fight.  They said to restore their families to them but not anything else.  David stopped that talk saying that they would all share alike as they were all brothers, and the victory was because God provided and they needed to be grateful with this victory over innumerable odds.  Those who stayed behind to protect supplies are entitled to the same as those who went out to battle.  Furthermore this became the rule for David’s men from then on.  Eventually it became a rule for all of Israel, just as it had been in the days of Moses.
Also, David arranged for some of the captured animals as gifts to the elders of Judah with the message that this was the Lord’s portion from their recent victory over the Amalekites.  And David sent gifts from the captured herds to the people who had befriended him when he had to flee for his life and hide in the mountains.  He sent these gifts to the cities of Bethlehem, Ramoth in the Negeb, Jattir, Aroer, Siphmoth, Eshtemoa, Racal, Jerhmeelites and Kenites, Hormah, Bod Ashan, Athach and Hebron, and the people in all the other places where he and his men had stayed.

The Principles:

1. Does God work for the benefit of His people even when they have not been faithful and in a bad position of their own making?
Yes!.  God limits the intentions of harm and destruction the devil attempts.  Job 38:11 He says, “Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further.  All earthly powers are under the control of the Infinite One. God’s power is constantly exercised to counteract the agencies of evil; He is ever at work among men, not for their destruction, but for their correction and preservation.  (PP 694)

2. How much safety can be found among the foes of God and His people?  How much confidence of security can we expect in the midst of our enemies?
David felt a false sense of security in the town of Ziglag that the Philistine gave to him.  “Dumb with horror and amazement, David and his men for a little time gazed in silence upon the blackened and smoldering ruins.  Then as a sense of their terrible desolation burst upon them, those battle-scarred warriors “lifted up their voices and wept until they had no more power to weep.” … David was chastened for the lack of faith that had led him to place himself among the Philistines.  He had opportunity to see how much safety could be found among the foes of God and His people.  David’s followers turned upon him as the cause of their calamities  He had provoked the vengeance of the Amalekites by his attack upon them, yet, too confident of security in the midst of his enemies, he had left the city unguarded.  Maddened with grief and rage, his soldiers were now ready for any desperate measures and they threatened even to stone their leader.”  (PP 692)


Questions and Take-aways:   

God and His angels were working behind the scenes, unknown to David, to deliver him from the peril into which he had fallen.  Heavenly messengers moved upon the Philistine princes to protest against the presence of David and his force with the army in the approaching conflict.  (PP 690)
Then God worked on David’s heart by having Achish say he thought of David as an angel of God.  Achish’s words must have sent a thrill of shame and remorse through David’s heart, as he thought how unworthy of a servant of Jehovah were the deceptions he had stooped to… thus the snare in which David had become entangled was broken, and he was set free.  (PP 691)
Third, But for the restraining power of God the Amalekites would have retaliated by destroying the people of Ziglag.  They decided to spare the captives, desiring to heighten the honor of the triumph by leading home a large number of prisoners, and intending afterward to sell them as slaves.  Thus, unwittingly, they fulfilled God’s purpose, keeping the prisoners unharmed, to be restored to their husbands and fathers.  (PP 694)
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