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1 Samuel  2:1-11     Hannah’s songRead:


The Story: 
1. Compare Hannah’s trip to Shiloh in chapter 2 with the Shiloh trip in chapter 1.
 1st trip to Shiloh was one of struggling with grief, sorrow and being persecuted at the hand of Peninnah.  Hannah went to the temple with a prayer of yearning.  The 2nd trip to Shiloh was several years later, after the birth of Samuel.  This trip is all praise and gratitude to our all powerful God.
2. In verse 7, Hannah praises God for ‘making poor and making rich’, then ‘bringeth low, and lifteth up’. What is she referencing?  (SDA Com vol. 2 p.461-2)
Hannah is referencing the Christian life vs. a worldly life.  We choose which one we will live.  Victory takes the place of defeat in the life of God’s people.  In the fullness of joy the life is formed in the image of Christ.  
3. The SDA Commentary (vol.2 p.461) states that Hannah’s experience may have proved to be the greatest blessing that could come into Peninnah’s life.  Can you explain how?
Hannah’s refusal to respond in kind to Peninnah’s cruelty should have given Peninnah pause.  Her conscience could be pricked to have sympathy with Hannah’s situation and changed her attitude of scorn and mockery.  Peninnah’s jealousy that Elkanah loved Hannah more inspired her cruelty, but God can change all of our sinful character traits.  
4. What is meant by ‘the child did minister’ in v.11 of chapter 2?  (SDA com. P.462)
Customarily, men weren’t officially priests until the age of 25.  Samuel wore the ‘ephod’ at a far younger age because of his fixed decision to occupy himself with the things of God.  Eli’s sons also were appointed priestly duties far younger than 25 because Eli yielded to nepotism and would not withhold anything from them.  Eli did not discipline his sons and they did as they pleased.  Service isn’t sanctuary service alone… Joseph served Potiphar, Joshua served Moses.  Samuel’s ability to withstand the evil influences that surrounded him may be attributed to the time Hannah spent teaching him before he was taken to the temple
The Principles:
1.  Is there any age or environment in which God does not protect His children?  

As a little boy, 3-5, Samuel was placed under the evil influence of Eli’s wicked sons.  
At the tender age of 17, Joseph was placed into slavery and prison.
As a 12 year old, Jesus was under the influence and scrutiny of the unworthy Jewish    priests of His day.
No.  God protects His children of all ages, even as adults, from influences of evil.  

2. Is it part of God’s plan to grant, in answer to the prayer of faith, that which He would not otherwise bestow?  Consider Great Controversy p.525 

     Hannah was barren by nature, but asked God for a miracle to change that
“The universe, they say, is governed by fixed laws, and God Himself does nothing contrary to these laws.  They represent God as bound by His own laws.  Such teaching is opposed to the testimony of the Scriptures.  Were not miracles wrought by Christ and His apostles?  The same compassionate Saviour lives today, and He is as willing to listen to the prayer of faith as when He walked visibly among men.  The natural cooperates with the supernatural.  It IS a part of God’s plan to grant us, in answer to the prayer of faith, that which He would not bestow did we not ask.”  GC 525


3. Questions and Take-aways: 
Let’s look again at Hannah’s song.  1 Samuel 2:1-11  It is properly written in three parts, same as we were taught in school:  
	Introduction (state what we are going to say)
	Body (include examples to support what we say)
	Conclusion  (Repeat what we said in the intro)
Also, note the inverted parallelism, common in Hebrew literature. 

Introduction         	v.1-3  God is All-Powerful, He is in control of everything, we control              
                                             nothing.

Examples 		v. 4  the mighty are broken v. the weak are strengthened
			v. 5  the wealthy now have to get a job to eat v. the hungry are filled
			        the barren are fulfilled with having children v. the one with                       
                                          many children is no longer able to get pregnant.
			v. 6  The Lord kills one v. the Lord makes one alive
			         the Lord brings one to the grave v. the Lord raises another up 
                                           from the grave
			v. 7  The Lord makes one poor v. the Lord makes another rich
                                      the Lord brings one low v. the Lord makes another lifted up.

Conclusion      	v. 8  God will raise the poor from death and beggars from the dung 
        pile to become princes that inherit the thrones of Glory.  
v. 9  He guides the feet of His saints v.  the wicked are made silent in  
        darkness because humans have NO POWER in these matters  
        regardless of how strong they think they are.  They just cannot 
        prevail.  
v. 10 The Lord’s enemies are broken v. God gives strength to His  
        people and ultimately to His anointed - Christ.  People have no    
        ability to have any control of anything.  God makes these    
        decisions; He is All-Powerful
Take note of the ‘prophecy’ in v.10-
Through a prophetic eye, Hannah tells of her faith in Christ’s final and complete triumph… His 2nd Coming.  As God has exalted Hannah’s “horn” (leadership, influence, power, victory, rulership) so will God exalt the “horn” of His Annointed.  
It may be that many living in this last generation will permit the Lord to lift them up from the midst of their evil environment, and like Hannah, they will sing a song of praise and thanksgiving to Him on the sea of glass (Rev. 14:3)
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