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                     ‘Death of Saul” Read:

		             1 Samuel 31
			     1 Samuel 11
			     PP Chapter 68

The Story:	
Recap:  David and his warriors are banned from participating in the Philistine/Israel war and sent home to discover their town, Ziklag, has been raided and all inhabitants taken captive.  David appeals to God for help and is told to pursue the raiders, that all their loved ones, their stock animals and belongings will be fully recovered.  Meanwhile, the battle goes hard against Israel, as Israel is realizing their folly of adopting the ways of the world by demanding a king.

1. What is happening in the Philistine/Israel battle in verses 1-3
The battle went very badly against Israel.  The survivors ran for their lives, but many were slain in the mount Gilboa.  Saul was mortally wounded by an arrow and his sons Jonathan, Abinadab and Melchishua were slain.
2.  Saul is mortally wounded and asks what of his armor bearer?  What is Saul fearful of at this point?
Saul asked his armor bearer to kill him, to run him through with a sword.  Saul was afraid he would live long enough to be tortured by the Philistines, similar to what happened to Samson.  Hmmm, Saul didn’t seem to be concerned for David back when he plotted to have David fall into the hands of the uncircumcised Philistines (1 Sam 18:21-25  
3. What does King Saul do when his armor bearer refuses his request?
Saul’s armor bearer refused to harm the Lord’s anointed, so, Saul fell upon his own sword.
4. What becomes of the armor bearer?
The armor bearer saw that his king was dead, so, he did the same and fell upon his own sword
5. The day after battle, the victors come to collect the loot and discover what?
The Philistines come to strip the dead of weapons, armor and valuables and come across the dead bodies of Saul and three of his sons

6. What do the Philistines do with the bodies of Saul and his sons?
They decapitate Saul and take his head and armor back to display in their pagan house of Ashtaroth.  The bodies of Saul, Jonathan, Abinadab and Melchishua were taken to Beth-shan and draped upon a wall for display.
7. What is the significance of placing Saul’s decapitated head in their temple?
Displaying Saul’s head and armor was proof of his death.  Also, in this way the Philistines showed they credited their idols, Dagon, Ashtaroth, etc. with the victory over Israel’s God, Jehovah.  Remember, however, that Israel suffered this defeat because of disobedience to the covenant they swore to with God, not because God could not protect them against any manmade idol.
8. Refresh your memory of the story of Nahash the Ammonite and the people of Jabesh-gilead.  (1 Samuel 11)

9. How do the people of Jabesh-gilead honor the fallen King and his sons?
Jabesh-gilead populace has not forgotten the effort of Saul’s part to save them from a hideous arrangement they were facing with Nahash, king of the Ammonites.  This incident launched Saul into the position of the first king of Israel.  In those days, Saul waited upon guidance from the Lord.  It is admirable that the people of Jabesh-gilead were respectful, honorable and still grateful to Saul’s memory.


The Principles:

Perhaps Jonathan’s brother, Ishbosheth, could have been killed in battle instead, as Ishobosheth took after his father’s evil ways.  Jonathan was a god-fearing man and of a completely different mind than his father, why couldn’t Jonathan have been spared?  
“A natural question that arises, but is beyond the ability of man to answer.  God permits the wicked to prosper, and to reveal their enmity against Him, that when they shall have filled up the measure of their iniquity, all may see His justice and mercy in their utter destruction… God does not forget or neglect His children; but He permits the wicked to reveal their true character, that none who desire to do His will may be deceived concerning them… 
God has given us sufficient evidence of His love, and we are not to doubt His goodness because we cannot understand the workings of His providence.” (GC 47)  



Questions and Take-aways:   


How many times David referenced not harming the Lord’s anointed,  Now, his armor bearer reveals the same respect for the Lord’s anointed.  Also, the people of Jabesh-gilead are respectfully remembering the Saul who rescued them years earlier. 
“Misfortune, defeat, and death all bring to light the hidden sympathies in the hearts of men, and reveal their noblest sentiments.”  (SDA BC vol.2  p.598)  
Respect for the dead, soul’s that have passed beyond the opportunities for decision making.  We don’t necessarily know what a person’s final decisions were, so death is a reminder of the importance of our mission- to reach out to as many as possible before that door closes.
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