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                     ‘Death of Saul” Read:

		             1 Samuel 31
			     1 Samuel 11
			     PP Chapter 68

The Story:	
Recap:  David and his warriors are banned from participating in the Philistine/Israel war and sent home to discover their town, Ziklag, has been raided and all inhabitants taken captive.  David appeals to God for help and is told to pursue the raiders, that all their loved ones, their stock animals and belongings will be fully recovered.  Meanwhile, the battle goes hard against Israel, as Israel is realizing their folly of adopting the ways of the world by demanding a king.

1. What is happening in the Philistine/Israel battle in verses 1-3


2. Saul is mortally wounded and asks what of his armor bearer?  What is Saul fearful of at this point?


3. What does King Saul do when his armor bearer refuses his request?



4. What becomes of the armor bearer?


5. The day after battle, the victors come to collect the loot and discover what?

6. What do the Philistines do with the bodies of Saul and his sons?



7. What is the significance of placing Saul’s decapitated head in their temple?




8. Refresh your memory of the story of Nahash the Ammonite and the people of Jabesh-gilead.  (1 Samuel 11)


9. How do the people of Jabesh-gilead honor the fallen King and his sons?



The Principles:

Perhaps Jonathan’s brother, Ishbosheth, could have been killed in battle instead, as Ishobosheth took after his father’s evil ways.  Jonathan was a god-fearing man and of a completely different mind than his father, why couldn’t Jonathan have been spared?  



Questions and Take-aways:   
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