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1 Samuel  3:1-21     ‘Samuel’s vision’Read:

                   Read PP pages 581-2

The Story: 
1. What is meant by the words ‘precious in those days’ and ‘no open vision’?  (verse 1)
Israel’s spiritual condition-
*Precious - Rare  ‘No open vision’ is referring to Israel’s contemporary situation.  Inspired messages were seldom coming to God’s people.  God wasn’t appearing in vision to men as often as in previous times.  
*Why?  The spiritual and intellectual perceptions of Israel had reached low ebb.  (Ebb and Flow are opposites)
*Jeremiah 26:4-6 refers to Eli’s time, Shiloh’s reputation, as a curse to all nations of the earth.  The curse was the Holy Spirit gone from God’s people, God’s presence gone from the ark of the testament.  As we’ll read next week, it was in the days of Eli that the Philistines overcame Israel and carried away the ark of the testament. This was partially a result of Eli passing over lightly the iniquity of his sons in sacred office and as Israel’s judge and high priest, his failure to confront the evil prevailing throughout the land. 
2.  Explain the significance of the ‘lamp of God went out” in verse 3.   (Exodus 27:20,21)  
The Lamp was NEVER to go out.  The cups were filled with the best olive oil, symbolic of the Holy Spirit.  
The lamp was adjusted morning and evening by the high priest at the same time as placing incense on the altar (Ex 30:7,8)
As the lamp’s glow illuminated the dark night, so Christ is the light that illumines this dark world, shedding the glory of His love and sacrifice into the darkness of men’s hearts (John 1:4,5,9)
The Holy Spirit provides spiritual illumination so we’ll have a clearer perception of the plan of salvation.
Without the inner light (Holy Spirit-oil in lamp) the literal light (candlestick- Jesus’ love and sacrifice) has little value.
The sanctuary rituals mean nothing if the Holy Spirit is not there. (Isa.1:11,13,15,16)

3.  What unusual event happens with the young boy Samuel starting in verse 4?  
In the night, Samuel hears Someone call his name.  Presuming it was Eli who needed something, Samuel goes to him and asks what is it?  Eli tells him that he never called him.  This happens again and then Eli realizes it has to be God calling to Samuel, so Eli instructs Samuel to if he hears the voice again to answer with a ‘speak Lord for thy servant heareth’.  The third time Samuel is called, answers like Eli advised, and it is God.  God gives Samuel messages concerning Israel and Eli’s sons.
4. Explain “Samuel knew not the Lord” in verse 7.
Until now, Samuel had never heard the Lord’s voice so simply did not recognize it.  He was not acquainted with such direct manifestations of God’s presence as were granted to the prophets.  It was the Lord’s purpose to reveal Himself in an unexpected manner that Eli might hear of it through the surprise and inquiry of the youth.  (PP 582)
5.  What was the ‘ear-tingling’ thing that God said He would do?  (Verse 11)
Eli did not manifest the fruits of true repentance.  He confessed his guilt, but failed to renounce the sin.  Year after year the Lord delayed His threatened judgments.  Much might have been done in those years to redeem the failures of the past, but the aged priest took no effective measures to correct the evils that were polluting the sanctuary of the Lord and leading thousands in Israel to ruin.  But warning and reproof were disregarded by the people, as they had been by the priests.  The people of the surrounding nations also, who were not ignorant of the iniquities openly practiced in Israel, became still bolder in their idolatry and crime.  They felt no sense of guilt for their sins, as they would have felt had the Israelites preserved their integrity.  But the day of retribution was approaching.  God’s authority had been set aside, and His worship neglected and despised, and it became necessary for Him to interpose, that the honor of His name might be maintained.  (PP 582-3)
6. How was Samuel perceived by the people?  Why?
He was accepted by the people as a prophet when hardly more than a child. As a youth he was trained in the school of obedience to God’s call.  What a joy it must have been to the Lord to find a lad eager for the privilege of learning the ways of God and determined to obey Him whatever the cost! (SDA commentary p.467)

The Principles:
1. Samuel and Eli’s sons were all raised in the same situation, the same influences.  Why did their lives turn out so differently?
When a candlestick isn’t making light, it’s because the oil is gone.  When the Holy Spirit is not there, our ‘light’ goes out, too.  Without the Holy Spirit providing inner perceptions, (Chazom) i.e. understanding, we cannot show Christ’s ‘light’ or ‘love’ or have any impactful influence on others.  It is empty ritual if we don’t have the Holy Spirit.                                      (Isa. 1:11,13,15,16)  
We can’t do God’s work if we are nominal Christians (CHRINO) ‘in name only’.  Faithful Christians are totally vested in and committed to following Jesus, prepared to embrace the persecution and abuses on that path.  And, because we are not in this alone, we will be victorious!   Heaven at any cost is worth it!

2. PP page 581 starts off by stating that “God no longer communicated with Eli and his sons”.   Yet, Eli didn’t take offense when God turned to young Samuel…   Why are church leaders who are guilty of misconduct permitted to continue, for a time, to minister in God’s service?  (Galatians 6:8)
Eli might have thought the Lord should have revealed these messages directly to him, but he felt no grudge.  On the contrary he did his utmost to prepare Samuel for this important job.  Eli’s honesty in dealing with Samuel under these conditions is greatly to be admired. (PP 582)  
Seed sowing is not followed immediately by the harvest, because time is needed for the fruit to reach maturity.  The process of character development requires time - probationary time.  Eventually God brings to naught all who defy His statutes (Psalm 119:118)  As Christ permitted Judas to occupy a position where he would have the opportunity to succeed, so He allowed Hophni and Phinehas to continue in a position where they could become acceptable ministers. But these would not surrender to God’s guidance.  They chose to allow self to reign supreme and made it impossible for God to impart the necessary training.  (SDA commentary 467)                         In love and long-suffering God warns us what the results will be of our selfish choices. (Galatians 6:9)             He also promises us the rewards of correct choices and provides us help, strength and encouragement. 


Questions and Take-aways: 

Chalom - Dream
Chazon - To perceive with inner vision
Marah - To visually see

1 Samuel chapter one is the first use in Scripture of the word chazon and the only instance of its use in the books of Samuel.  Both ‘Chazon and Marah’ are translated ‘vision’, and both are used interchangeably with ‘Chalom’ or dream. 
Daniel saw in vision (Chazon) four beasts. (Daniel 7:1,2,7,13,15)  He was made to understand that it was depicting the future, by symbols.  But when Daniel in chapter 8:1 sees a vision, he is troubled, Daniel doesn’t get it.  Gabriel appears to him to explain that what he visually saw (Marah) is not for him to perceive with inner vision (Chazon)  Gabriel said that Daniel was supposed to ‘understand’ that it was for God’s people in the end days, not now, not him.  That vision is for the people in the time of the end to understand and perceive with inner vision (Chazon).
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