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1 Samuel  4:22     ‘The Glory departs’Read:
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         4 Testimonies for the Church pages 166, 200, 516                                         
         PK pages 415-6
         1 Testimonies for the Church page 119
The Story: 
1. When the ‘shattered and disheartened’ Israelite forces returned from battle, the elders were pondering why the Lord allowed them to be so smitten.  What did they decide to do next and on who’s authority?   
“God’s authority had been set aside, and His worship neglected and despised… The nation was ripe for the judgements of God, yet they did not see that their own sins had been the cause of this terrible disaster.” PP583  The elders decided to go get the Ark of the Covenant and bring it to the battlefield.  They said that having it present would change direction and the battle would now lead to an Israelite victory… as if God’s presence is a talisman, or good luck charm that we can command and pull out as we need it.  “The Lord had given no command or permission that the ark should come into the army… This expedition was undertaken without council from God, without the concurrence of high priest or prophet.” PP583 
2.  What was the Philistine perception of the Ark of the Covenant?  
The Philistines thought of the Ark as Israel’s God, similar to their belief that their physical, man-made item, Dagon, was a ‘god’,.  When they heard the ‘great shout’ come from the Israelite encampment, they learned the Israelites brought their “God’ to the battlefield and feared they would be destroyed because they knew the stories of Israel’s previous victories, plague-smitten Egyptians for example. They imagined that the power that previously attended the ark would now be theirs.  When this power was united with the power of their god Dagon, it would render them invincible!
Again, the Israelites were failing their job of representing who God is- their primary purpose as God’s chosen people.  By bringing the Ark of the Covenant onto the battlefield the Israelites were showing they believed the Ark was a magic token they could just wield at will, which only reinforced the heathen philosophy of what a ‘god’ is.  God would have them use this as an opportunity to teach the heathens His character.  Instead, it was another opportunity wasted.
3.  What was the result of the 2nd battle, after the Philistines heard the ‘great shout’ in the Israelite camp?  (v.7)  
They doubled down by rallying their troops!  The leaders challenged the soldiers to fiercely fight with all their might lest they be taken captive and made slaves to the Hebrews!  As a result, the Philistines made a ‘fierce assault’ which defeated Israel with great slaughter.  30,00 men were killed, including Eli’s two sons, and the ark of God was taken. 
4. How does Eli receive the news of the battle? 
Badly!  In addition of learning his sons were killed, he could endure this because he expected it, but Eli was so overwhelmed by news of the ark being taken that in shock and dismay, he fell backward, breaking his neck and died.  “The most terrifying calamity that could occur had befallen Israel.  The ark of God had been captured, and was in the possession of the enemy.” PP 584    Verse 13 states that Eli’s heart trembled for the Ark of God, before he learned what happened.  He was already worried from when it was taken to the battlefield.  Josephas writes that at this point Eli had resigned from the priesthood in favor of Phinehas, but as the ark left Shiloh, he instructed his sons that “if they pretended to survive the taking of the ark, they should come no more into his presence” (Antiquities v. 11. 2).  “The glory had indeed departed from Israel”  PP584
5. What do we know about Ichabod and his mother? 
Eli’s son, Phinehas, was married to a godly woman who was about to give birth.  “This young woman, though married to a wicked and selfish high priest, did not partake of his nature.”  SDA Com 472  When she heard that her husband and father-in-law were dead she went into labor, giving birth to a son.  Then she learned that the ark had also been taken and felt the last hope of Israel was gone.  She named her baby boy, Ichabod, which means ‘inglorious’.  With her dying breath, she mournfully repeated the words, “The glory is departed from Israel; for the ark of God is taken.”  PP585 

The Principles:
1. Are God’s ears closed to the individual who has been subjected to wicked leadership?
“The Lord had not wholly cast aside His people, nor would He long suffer the exultation of the heathen.  
“Despite selfish leaders who seek their own glory rather than that of God, and thus open the way for defeat, He does not close His ears to the cry of any individual who earnestly seeks His face.  The fact that Jerusalem was depopulated by Nebuchadnezzar did not prohibit Daniel and his companions from living so close to the Lord as to bring the gospel to many of their captors.  Light shines brightest in the darkest night, and the best characters are often developed amid the worst possible environments.”  SDA Com 472

2. What is the problem in thinking of items, for example- the Ark, as a talisman or good luck charm?  
The Ark was a symbol of God’s presence and power.  The sacred chest was associated with God’s truth and power, it is not actually God Himself.  Do people today make the mistake of thinking that symbols are God Himself?  For example, items such as a cross or crucifix, paintings of Christ, decal of a ‘fish’ on a vehicle bumper, engravings or sculptures of saints, etc.  If these items are worn or carried near, it is believed they provide an invisible, protective shield about the person possessing them.  
“They had not realized that their faith was only a minimal faith, and had lost its power to prevail with god. “  The Law, 10 Commandments contained in the ark was held in contempt, despised, which grieved the Spirit of the Lord from among them.  “When the people obeyed the holy precepts, the Lord was with them to work for them by His infinite power, but when they looked upon the ark, and did not associate it with God, nor honor His revealed will by obedience to His law, it could avail them little more than a common box.  They looked to the ark as the idolatrous nations looked to their gods, as if it possessed in itself the elements of power and salvation.  They transgressed the law it contained; for their very worship of the ark led to formalism, hypocrisy, and idolatry.”  PP584
“In the days of Samuel, Israel thought that the presence of the ark containing the commandments of God would gain them the victory over the Philistines, whether or not they repented of their wicked works.  Just so, in Jeremiah’s time, the Jews believed that the strict observance of the divinely appointed services of the temple would preserve them from the just punishment of their evil course.  The same danger exists today among the people who profess to be the depositaries of God’s law.  They are too apt to flatter themselves that the regard in which they hold the commandments will preserve them from the power of divine justice.  They refuse to be reproved for evil, and charge God’s servants with being too zealous in putting sin out of the camp… Neglect to repent and obey His word will bring as serious consequences upon God’s people today as did the same sin upon ancient Israel.  There is a limit beyond which He will no longer delay His judgments… His chosen instruments cannot be disregarded with impunity.”  4T 166


Questions and Take-aways: 
‘The wicked may triumph for a time as they see Israel suffering chastisement, but the time will come when they, too, must meet the sentence of a holy, sin-hating God.  Wherever iniquity is cherished, there, swift and unerring, the divine judgments will follow.”
He had used the Philistines as the instrument to punish Israel, and He employed the ark to punish the Philistines.  In time past the divine Presence had attended it, to be the strength and glory of His obedient people…  PP585-6
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