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                     ‘the ark among the philistines’       Read:

           			1Samuel  5:1-12 & 6:1, 2
				PP 586-8
				SR 188-9      
The Story: 
1. Where did the Philistines take their ‘Prize’, the Ark of the Covenant?

They took the Ark from Ebenezer to Ashdod and placed it in the temple to their principle deity- Dagon. This idol had a top half that represented human form and its bottom half was a fish body. They set God’s Ark next to the deity who’d given them the victory on field of battle- Dagon.  The Philistines believed that now they would have safety, no more fear from Israel’s armies.  They were boasting of their triumph over Israel’s champion, exulting over the presumed capture of Israel’s God.  But God’s holy angels accompanied the Ark and would keep it from all harm.


2. What did the Philistines discover after the first night the Ark was in their temple? And after the second night? 

When the heathen priests entered their temple the following morning, they were horrified to find figure of Dagon flat on its face, fallen as if praying or bowing to the Ark.  They supposed it might have accidentally fallen so they raised it up back into position.  But it was worse after the second night… on that morning the priests found Dagon fallen again, this time mutilated with its head and hands cut off and strewn across the threshold.  All the human parts of Dagon were destroyed, only the fish-like stump remained.  With respect, the priests leaped over the threshold to avoid treading on the pieces of Dagon. Could this be what the prophet was referencing in Zephaniah 1:9?

The Lord’s hand was heavy on the residents of Ashdod and its people began to get sick, smitten with emerods and death.  (5:6)  A great wailing went up as they were plagued with destruction from God.  After Dagon was mutilated, the priests were afraid all their gods would be subdued and destroyed by the Ark, so in terror they moved the ark from Ashdod to Gath.    

3. What is ‘emerods’?  

Emerods are painful, tumor-like swellings in the groin, sometimes the armpits and neck also.  They are egg-sized, tender, swollen lymph nodes, signs of the bubonic plague.  The sufferer has fever, chills, headache, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, at times ending in death. 



4. How did the people of Ekron respond at the news the Ark was coming from Gath to their town??
They were terrified!  They cried, “Why are you bringing the Ark of God here?  Are you trying to kill us?”  At each of the 5 main cities in Philistia a great wailing went up because the plagues followed with destruction from God.  The priests did not dare to open it.  
5.  What did the people finally demand the priests do? 
They said to send it away that it slay us not!  Tell us how to send it back to Israel!  
6.  How long was the Ark in Philistia and what did the Israelites do about that?  
In the seven months the Ark was in the hands of the Philistines, the Hebrews not once came to take it back.  																												

The Principles:
1.  What became of the temple services back home under Samuel’s leadership?
The services at the temple ceased during the seven months the Ark was gone.  But back in chapter 3:19, we know that the Lord said none of Samuel’s words fell to the ground.  The nation had no Eli, no high priests, and now, no Ark.  Samuel, still a very young man traveled about the country encouraging and teaching the people.  When we find our modern church to be bereft of pastors or conference leadership, what should we be doing?  
2.  The Philistines were convinced of the power of Israel’s God and the mysterious power that accompanied the Ark, but they would not turn away from their idol/gods.  Why didn’t this acknowledgement save them?  
Pride.  They credited Dagon for victory at battle.  It was their god and they were loyal to it.  God wanted to use the Ark to show them the futility of their useless gods, but their pride stopped them.  The very thing that God wanted to be for them a means of salvation, they were anxious to get rid of; the Ark was a great source of offense.  They hated the God of Israel.
Sinners may be convinced it is vain to struggle against God and be compelled to submit to His power, but will still rebel against Him.  Such submission cannot save the sinner”  PP587  Our hearts must be yielded voluntarily before our repentance can be accepted.  When we refuse to listen to the voice of God in His created works, in warnings, counsels and reproofs of His word, He is forced to speak to us through judgments”  PP588
Questions and Take-aways: 

The Philistines were selfish and held little regard for anyone else’s welfare.  When they discovered what happens to a city that kept the Ark in their midst, they were anxious to pass it on to their fellow countrymen!  They sure didn’t have a care for the people they dumped it on!  They thought only of themselves and passed the ‘buck’ on to an unsuspecting town.  Not a conscientious or moral character.
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