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The Story:				

1.  (A)  When the elderly Samuel can no longer travel to the far reaches of his territory, who does he appoint as assistants?  To what results?
Samuel places his sons, Joel and Abiah, as assistants to do the work in Beer-sheba, one of the southernmost towns.  They were never judges or priests in their own right.  The ‘elders’ had great confidence in Samuel and knew he was in no way responsible for the wickedness of his sons.  The sons had been doing wickedly: taking bribes and charging interest, things contrary to what God had ordered the leaders to do.  
 
 (B) What are the characteristics God requires in a Judge? 
(Consider Deut 16:18,19; Ex 18:21; Ps 15:5)
To be able, to make just judgments, to fear God, be truthful, hate covetousness, etc.

2.  Because of Joel and Abiah’s conduct in Beersheba, what demands do Israel’s leaders make of Samuel? 
The leaders ask for Samuel to give them a king.  Samuel was displeased.  He felt he was being rejected as being too old.  At first these elders said that they wanted a king because it was the way things were done in the world these days. but later said they also wanted a king to go out before them and fight their battles.  (1 Sam 8:20)  
Previously, back in Deut.17:14, God had said through Moses the time would come that they would ask for a king “like all the nations around them”.  Perhaps the elders knew that and used it as an excuse for their request.

3. What is God’s response to Samuel, who feels unappreciated and rejected?
(1Sam 10:19)
When Samuel prays to God about the elders’ request, God tells him to appoint them a king.  And, God tells him to harken unto the voice of the people and give them a king.  God’s plan was that Israel would be distinct from the surrounding nations and through the years since leaving Egypt the nations looking on would say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people” which gives the Glory and credit to God.  God sought to demonstrate a unique method of coping with international problems.  God instructed His people clear out the heathens from the promised land and be a witness to the remaining ones so all would join and be God’s people.  But as they had failed to drive out the native inhabitants of Canaan from their cities, they were nomadic and lived in tents for centuries as nomads.  Now, they wanted to consolidate their government and fortify themselves in cities against invaders.  
“Israel had been warned many times against drifting into idolatry, but they preferred to follow the ways of the nations about them rather than the directions of the Lord.  Despite Moses’ foretelling the this time would come, they were literally fulfilling this prophecy.  Had they come seeking God’s council, He would have given it; when they come with an ultimatum, He accepted their choice.”  (SDA BC vol 2, 486,7) 

4. What does God tell Samuel to say to the elders demanding a king? And, with what warnings?
That Israel rejected God, not Samuel.  God had Samuel tell the elders that a king would force all the strong men and valiant men to fight for him.  He would commandeer their sons for civil and military duties, he would take their land, vineyards, orchards and animals, etc.  He would take their daughters for his harem as concubines, and to work as slaves in his gardens, kitchens, household etc.  He would have power of life or death over his subjects and the people would exist primarily for the benefit of the king who would do with them as he pleased.  God also told Samuel to warn them that in the day they cry out to Him to save them, He will not hear them.  Still, the elders said, “No, but we want to have a king over us.”  (v.19)
								
The Principles:

1.   If we stubbornly persist, God will let us try things our way.  Why?  
Yes.  God permitted the people to follow their own choice, because they refused to be guided by His counsel.  Hosea declares that God gave them a king in His anger.  (Hosea 13:11) 
 “When men choose to have their own way without seeking counsel from god, or in opposition to His revealed will, He often grants their desires, in order that, through the bitter experience that follows they may be led to realize their folly and to repent of their sin.  Human pride and wisdom will prove a dangerous guide.  That which the heart desires contrary to the will of God will in the end be found a curse rather than a blessing.”   (PP 605-6)


2. Identify some examples in Scripture where God has permitted people to stubbornly go their way against His counsel and with what results. 
When Israel demanded the flesh foods of Egypt.  God relented and sent quail and many people died with the meat still in their teeth.

*Wisdom (personified) is speaking in Proverbs 1:25-33  
“But ye have set at naught all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:
I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;
When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.  
Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:
For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord:
They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.
Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.
For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and prosperity of fools shall destroy them.
But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.”

  

Questions and Take-aways: 

“God had separated the Israelites from every other people, to make them His own peculiar treasure.  But they, disregarding this high honor, eagerly desired to imitate the example of the heathen.  And still the longing to conform to worldly practices and customs exists among the professed people of God.  As they (we) depart from the Lord they (we) become ambitious for the gains and honors of the world.  Christians are constantly seeking to imitate the practices of those who worship the god of this world.  Many urge that by uniting with worldlings and conforming to their customs they might exert a stronger influence over the ungodly.  But all who pursue this course thereby separate from the Source of their strength.  Becoming the friends of the world, they are the enemies of God.”  (PP 607)
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