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The Story:				

1.  Where is Samuel getting the warnings that he tells to the ‘elders’ concerning their wanting a king?
The Lord told Samuel to say to the people all these warnings.   (Chap 8:9, 10)  Back in Deuteronomy (17:14) the Lord told Moses that the time would come when the people would ask for a king, “like all the other nations”.  

2. How are the warnings received by the ‘elders’?  
In spite of the warnings, the elders refused the Lord and insisted upon having a king. (vs.19)  they wrongly credited their setbacks and oppression to the form of government rather than to their own evil course of action.

3. Going from a theocracy to a kingship is a major change in government.  Whose plan is this?
It was not God that planned the change, it was the leaders in Israel.  Later, when they become dissatisfied with the conditions they were to remember that in requesting a king they had set in motion this new regime.  Part of the warnings was God telling them, through Samuel, that in that day, He would not be answering their prayers for help, because of their willful rejection of Him.  They were the ones, by their own choice, had sown the seeds of obstinacy and placed the Lord in a position where it was necessary for Him to let that seed produce its own harvest.  God told them He would not interfere with the universal law that seed sown produces a harvest after its kind.  It (SDABC vol 2 p.487)
4. Why did God permit His people to go their own path even though He knows it will be a huge mistake?
“God often permits man to have that of which He does not Himself approve.  He grants that which He has previously, in mercy, withheld.  Our poor choice must run its course to demonstrate to the full satisfaction of men and angels that no other plan than that ordained by god can bring life and happiness to all.” (SDABC p.487)
												
The Principles:
1.   Did God give Israel up for loss when they stubbornly persisted in abandoning His plan and go their own way? (PP 605-7)
No, God never forsook them.  He was ever with them, ready to help.  Remember the many, many times His people wickedly turned away and He forgave them and continued to be their God… after their heartfelt repentance.  So it is with us today.  “God yields to ‘our’ wishes and permits ‘us’ to pursue the course of ‘our’ own choosing in order that ‘our’ failures, though severe, may finally lead ‘us’ to bow the knee and acknowledge the superiority of God’s eternal plan.”

2. What options does an individual have when their parents, society, majority, multitude, rulers or leaders refuse to heed warnings and go against God’s plan? (consider Ezekiel 18)
“… the prophets testify that in the midst of such an environment any individual who so chooses may turn from the ways of the multitude to be guided by the Lord” (Eze. 18)
The Ezekiel passage starts with a common saying among the Israelites… that “because their fathers sinned and died in the wilderness, they felt they were as innocent children, suffering for the iniquity of their fathers and consequently repentance was needless and useless.  They were not inclined to acknowledge their personal guilt of recognize their individual responsibility.” (SDABC vol 4 on Eze 18)  Ezekiel and Jeremiah both condemned the ‘proverb’. (Eze. 18; Jeremiah 31`:29, 30) because God had already provided a way out of that predicament.  Under His guidance mistakes could become steppingstones to a greater knowledge of God and His plan of salvation. 
  
Questions and Take-aways: 

“At the beginning of his judgeship, Samuel had shown the people that the real solution of their troubles was not a change of administration but rather a change of heart, a contrite turning to the Lord.” (SDABC vol 2, p 488)  
We have the same opportunity, solutions to our troubles is not a change of leadership, but rather a change in ourselves, a contrite turning to the Lord.  God is in charge of setting up leaders, we are in charge of making the choice to repent and follow Him.
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