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                           ‘Saul meets Samuel’Read:

				1 Samuel 9:1-20
				                                     PP 608, 9 
                                                                         Numbers 11:29
The Story:    				
	
“With deep sadness Samuel listened to the words of the people; but the Lord said unto him, “Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king.”  The prophet had done his duty.  He had faithfully presented the warning, and it had been rejected.  With a heavy heart he dismissed the people, and himself departed to prepare for the great change in the government.  … The people had become weary of his piety and devotion; they despised his humble authority and rejected him for a man who should rule them as a king.”  (PP 607)			
1.  What do we know of Saul’s personal qualities?
His ancestry is traced back more than a hundred years in verse 1 and indicates that he was a descendent of Benjamin, son of Jacob.  Saul was son of a powerful and wealthy chief.Tall, handsome, head and shoulders above others with a very commanding presence.  Saul’s qualities would gratify the pride of heart which prompted the desire for a king and there was not, in Israel, a goodlier person than he.  “Noble and dignified bearing, as one born to command.  Yet with these external attractions, Saul was destitute of the higher qualities that constitute true wisdom.  He had not yet learned to control his rash, impetuous passions; he had never felt the renewing power of divine grace.”    (PP 608).  

2.  Was Saul prepared for leadership?
No.  “Saul had set out to find lost donkeys, little dreaming that the day had come for him to assume the responsibilities of a kingdom!  Future events proved him ill prepared for the task to which God called him.  Few people are prepared for such leadership.  Moses was not fully prepared for leadership even when he met God at the burning bush.  But God takes men as He finds them, with the purpose of training them as they work.  All that God expects of any man is “to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly” with his God.” (Micah 6:8)  

3.  Saul and his servant had been searching for stray donkeys in the hills, valleys and countryside for 3 days, why did they go into a city? 
Apparently, they were about to give up finding donkeys when Saul decided to turn back toward home, thinking his father would by now be worried about their welfare.  One of them had the idea to go into the town knowing there was a seer, to ask about where the donkeys might be.  
4.  When seeking to minister to Saul, what does Samuel do first?  (v.20)
Samuel first assures Saul to not worry, that the donkeys have been found and are safe back home.  “Christ always ministered to the physical needs of His hearers as well as to their spiritual yearnings.  The very fact that He was interested in their physical welfare did much to cause them to listen while He ministered to their spiritual needs.  Thus the information that the asses were found did much to convince Saul of the divine origin of Samuel’s message concerning the kingdom.”  (SDABC vol. 2 p.491)

The Principles:

1.  It seems that none are prepared for leadership when first called, so who is a person that God can work with and exalt? 
“We must humble ourselves to walk with God.  Peter did this; Judas did not.  David did so; Saul refused.  It is not that God cannot train man, but rather that man will not humble his heart before God so that in due time God may exalt him (1 Peter 5:6)”  (SDABC vol.2 p.490)

2.  What can we learn about coincidences and behind-the-scenes coordination from this story?  (vs. 14 - 16)
*Saul’s servant having the coin appropriate to gift to the seer so Saul would go into the town
*The timing is exact; the worship service, so that Samuel is in town, the special feast, etc.
*The Lord telling Samuel the day before that at this time of day tomorrow, the man to be king will be here
*The Lord telling Samuel the donkeys were found…
Providential Guidance- similarly Ruth guided to the fields of Boaz, Philip directed to the eunuch on his way
“It is a sacred privilege to be so fully surrendered to the control of the Holy Spirit that He can guide us, even as he guided Samuel, to those souls who need our help.” (SDABC vol.2 p.491)

3.  What was Samuel’s attitude going forward with Saul?  (consider SDABC vol.2 p.491)
Although Samuel was a prophet and judge, he wasn’t jealous or slighted that God told him to set up another, to be a king.  This young Saul would be taking over the responsibility of delivering Israel from the Philistines.  Samuel showed the true spirit of selflessness, willing to do all in his power to prepare the future king for his duties.  Samuel was anxious that the spirit of the Lord come upon all men… (like Moses in Numbers 11:29)

Questions and Take-aways: 
Am I anxious that all people come to know the Lord, and to not focus on feeling slighted or passed over?  Moses was, Daniel was, Jesus was

image1.png
;





