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                     “David Learns of Saul’s death” Read:

		             2 Samuel 1			  
			     PP  694-6

The Story:	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recap:  It is now the third day since David and his army returned from slaying the Amelakites and rescuing all their families and belongings.  As they are starting to rebuild the burned out city of Ziklag, David and all are longing for news of how the battle (that they were banned from) is going between Saul’s army and the invading Philistines.  


1. Who was it that first brought news of the battle to David?
On David’s third day back at Ziklag, there came a young man with dirt on his head, his clothing was torn and he was asking to speak to David.

2. The young man lies and tells David a different story than what is written in 1 Samuel 31:4-6.  Compare the two versions.
The young man begins by saying the Israelites were defeated and fled before the Philistines. David asked how he knew Saul was dead.  He continued with his story, as he was also running from the Philistines, he chanced to come across the wounded Saul.  Supposedly Saul called to him to come near and identify himself.  The young man said he was an Amalekite and Saul asked him to kill him because he was badly wounded.  So the young man slew him and then took the crown from Saul’s head and the bracelet that was on his arm and brought them to David.
David surmises the young man was probably first to find Saul because he was able to take away Saul’s crown and bracelet.
3. Why did the young man tell these lies?
Evidently supposing that David must cherish enmity toward his relentless persecutor, the stranger hoped to secure honor to himself as the slayer of the king… He confidently expected that these tidings would be hailed with joy, and that a rich reward would be his for the part that he had acted.  (PP 695)

4. But, after the initial shock of hearing such terrible news, what does David do?
“David and his men mourn, and weep and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son.  David’s grief at the death of Saul was sincere and deep… He did not exult in the fall of his enemy.   The obstacle that had barred his access to the throne of Israel was removed, but at this he did not rejoice.”  (PP 695-6)

5. By evening, David again approaches the young man and asks him what? (v.14)
Where are you from?  He answers that he is the son of a stranger, he is an Amalekite.  So next David asks, “How is it that you weren’t afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?
6. Why was David so confident of the young man’s guilt that he ordered him to be killed?
Twice David had had Saul in his power; but when urged to slay him, he had refused to lift his hand against him who had been consecrated by the command of God to rule over Israel.  Yet the Amalekite feared not to boast that he had slain the king of Israel.  He had accused himself of a crime worthy of death, and the penalty was inflicted at once.  
(v.16) And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, I have slain the Lord’s anointed. 
David felt that it was a base crime against the nation and God to murder the king.  It was most heinous, expiated only by death.
7. How does David pay final tribute to the bravery and might of Saul and express his deep affection for his friend Jonathan?
David’s grief is poured out in a poem, a funeral dirge that revealed his deep and genuine sorrow for Saul and Jonathan.  This lamentation is to be taught to all Judah and was included in the Book of Jasher.  (Joshua 10:13)
8. What do we know of the Book of Jasher?
Apparently, it is a book of songs relating to memorable events and notable persons.  David’s ode to Saul and Jonathan is included in it.






The Principles:
 David’s Poem in honor of Saul and Jonathan.
Beauty- Honor
Tell it not in Gath or Askelon- These main Philistine cities are to represent all Philistia. It was customary that women would celebrate great victories and triumphs, David didn’t was to spread the word of Israel’s defeat making the women of Philistia glad or the daughters of Israel’s enemies to rejoice.
No dew or rain to fall on the region of Gilbeah-  One of the greatest calamities David could invoke on this agricultural region.  This poetical malediction is also pronounced elsewhere… (Job 3:3-10 and Jer 20:14-18)
Fields offerings- Some form of a curse on the once fertile ground of Gilboa, the greatest calamity that can fall on the land.
Vilely cast away- To abhor, to loathe, Saul’s shield is defiled.   Because at Gilboa, Saul’s shield is abandoned and covered in blood.  It was not anointed with oil as Saul did not enter into this battle with the Lord’s blessing.  Instead of being anointed and ready for battle, Saul’s shield lay defiled in blood.
Returned not empty- The successes of previous encounters contrasted with the present disastrous defeat.
In their lives- Saul and Jonathan, in their lives and in their death they were not parted.  In spite of Saul’s rash attempts at the life of his son and many times David’s life and Jonathan’s friendship with David, Jonathan remained with his father as a dutiful prince and was with him fighting the battles of the realm until death overtook them both.
Ye daughters- the women of Israel rejoiced at the triumphs and now lament the fallen heroes at the hour of defeat.  
In scarlet- Saul shared with the people his spoils and as a result the women of Israel enjoyed articles of luxury - scarlet, gold and other delights.
How are the mighty fallen-  Repeated three times in the song.  This is appropriate since grief is fond of dwelling on the central theme of passion, expressing itself again and again in the same bitter strains.
Passing the love of women.- David shows the depth and sincerity of Jonathan’s love.  Jonathan suffered the loss of crown and kingdom because of his love for David.  True love consists in thinking of others, caring for others, and doing for others.  Selfishness consists in requiring of others what one is unwilling to do himself.  To Jonathan, the friendship of David meant more than fame and fortune.
Questions and Take-aways:   
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