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                     “a good deed misconstrued” Read:

		             2 Samuel 10:1-19
		               PP 714-16
			     
The Story:	
Recap: David generously extends honor to Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth by restoring Saul’s land and possessions to him.  Mephibosheth is also now living in Jerusalem with his family as members of David’s actual family. Now David hears news of Nahash, the Ammonite King.

1. What does David do when hearing of the death of king Nahash and how does Hanun respond? 



2.  According to PP, why did God permit the Ammonites to carry out their evil purposes?



3.  What was, and still is actually, the proper protocol of dealing with ambassadors?




4.  Did the Ammonites realize how insulting their actions were to Israel?



5.  Was Joab aware of how formidable the allied forces were that he was going forth to attack?



6.  After the enormous victories were tallied, David writes several songs to praise God and commemorate the victories.  Look at these examples:

Ps 18:46-50   …is alive and the Creator (also Ps 96:5)
Ps 20:7  …never requires we return to ‘Egypt’ for assistance
Ps 33:4-17  …six specific reasons to praise Him
Ps 44:4-7 …don’t trust in my abilities, trust God


    
The Principles:
1.  Can Hanun’s treatment of David’s messengers simply be brushed off as an example of the cynical quip ‘No good deed goes unpunished’?  (consider PP p.714)




Questions and Take-aways:   
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