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                     “peril and defeat” Read:

		             2 Samuel 11:1-27
		               PP 717-723
			     
The Story:	
Recap: In the spring, the time of year when kings usually went to war, David ordered Joab and his men to attack the Ammonites and besiege the city of Rabbah, because he wanted to finish the war that Hanun had started.  David was feeling victorious and powerful and that his presence was no longer needed, so he returned to Jerusalem.  
“It was the spirit of self-confidence and self-exaltation that prepared the way for David’s fall.  Flattery and the subtle allurements of power and luxury were not without effect upon him.  Instead of relying in humility upon the power of Jehovah, David began to trust to his own wisdom and might.” (PP 717)

1. How did it happen that David took notice of Bathsheba? 


2. What do Bathsheba’s father and her husband have in common?


3.  When informed that Bathsheba was pregnant, what did David do?  Why?



4. Does Uriah cooperate with any of David’s manipulations?  Why not?




5. Failing to succeed involving Uriah in covering up his sin, what does David decide to do next?



6.  David trusts that Joab will assist him in a murderous scheme.  Joab has to decide between loyalty to his king and obedience to God.  What does Joab choose?


7.  How does Uriah meet his end?


8.  What becomes of Bathsheba?



9.  What does verse 27 tell us of God’s thoughts of all that has gone on in this chapter?

    
The Principles:

1.  What are we to do if forced to decide between our own survival (happiness, success, desires, etc) and obedience to God?  Does God allow His people to find themselves in such straights?


Questions and Take-aways:   
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