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             “Absalom returns to Jerusalem” Read:

		             2 Samuel 14:1-33
		               PP 361; 727-29
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The Story:	
Recap: Absalom orchestrated the murder of his half-brother, Amnon.  King David is in deep mourning for the death of his son while dealing with the fact that another of his sons was the murderer.  After two years of exile with his maternal grandfather, Absalom will be allowed to return to Jerusalem, but David is still grieving.

1. According to PP 728, when did Absalom’s alienation from his father begin?
“David’s unjust indulgence toward Amnon was where Absalom’s alienation from his father began.  Absalom, energetic, ambitious, and unprincipled, shut out by his exile from participation in the affairs of the kingdom soon gave himself up to dangerous scheming.”

2. Who was instrumental in ending Absalom’s exile after two years?
Joab was determined to effect a reconciliation beytween the father and son.  Joab enlisted the services of a woman of Tekoah, known for wisdom.  Joab instructed the woman to represent herself to David as a widow with two sons.

3.  What was the story that the Tekoah woman told to David?
The woman from Tekoah told David that her two sons were her only comfort and support.  At one point, they fought and one son killed the other.  Now, all the family demanded that the survivor be given up to the avenger of blood.  The mother was frantic that this would ‘quench the only coal left of her life…with neither a husband nor son to care for her’.  David’s feelings were touched and he assured thee woman he would protect her son.
Next the woman drew repeated promises from David for his son’s safety then declared that David himself was inconsistent to not fetch home his own son, Absalom from banishment.  Once again, David is unsuspectingly the point of a story, like he was with Nathan the Prophet.  The widow’s two sons represent Amnon and Absalom.  Technically, the murderer is guilty but because of circumstances David was granting him a reprieve.  The woman’s point also was that harsh treatment towards Absalom would not bring Amnon back, so why not forget the past and restore him to his home, kindred and rights to the throne?  
	The woman had presented a hypothetical case but then craftily led David to give a verdict that she proceeded to apply to the matter of Absalom in exile for also being a murderer.

4. Though permitted to return to Jerusalem, Absalom was under what restriction?  How does he spend his time?
All that was needed to bring Absalom home was for David to invite him.  The people wanted that and Absalom also wanted t return and even the royal household would welcome him back, but David stood in the way.  This was interpreted as a wrong against Absalom by the nation.  Absalom was allowed home but not allowed to see the face of his father or to appear with his brethren at court.  David refused to see him.	 
“David himself had grievously sinned and had stood in need of mercy.  It was only because of the great mercy of Heaven that he still was alive and on the throne.  These words of the wise woman deeply touched the heart of David and moved him to mercy.”  (SDA BC vol 2 p.663)

5. Why was the nation so sympathetic towards Absalom?
“In the eyes of the nation, Absalom was a hero who should be praised for an act of right and justice rather than as a criminal to be shunned for a misdeed.  This naturally made Absalom bitter and morose, thinking he was being unjustly treated.  He felt he’d done no wrong in putting Amnon to death.  Absalom was selfish and unscrupulous, ambitious and impulsive.  He was admired by the people.  His personal bearing won their admiration and the treatment he suffered at the hand of David won their sympathies.  It was not wise that David allowed such a situation to continue.”  (SDA BC vol2 p.665)
6. What was preventing David from fully reconciling with his son, Absalom?
Guilt.  “Conscience was uttering bitter and humiliating truths to David.  While his faithful subjects wondered at his sudden reverse of fortune, it was no mystery to the king.  He had often had forebodings of an hour like this.  He had wondered that God had so long borne with his sins, and had delayed the merited retribution.  





The Principles:

1.  Obviously, King David has sincerely repented and has received God’s forgiveness.  Why then does he seem “morally paralyzed, weak, listless and irresolute”?  (PP 729) 
“David saw in his own sin the cause of his trouble.”  (PP 738)
“And the Lord did not forsake David.  (PP 738) 

2. How can we get rid of incapacitating memories of guilt?
“When I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.  I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him, until He plead my cause, and execute judgment for me.”  (Micah 7:8,9)  
	“When temptations assail you, when care, perplexity, and darkness seem to surround your soul, look to the place where you last saw the light.  Rest in Christ’s love and under His protecting care.  When sin struggles for the mastery in the heart, when guilt oppresses the soul and burdens the conscience, when unbelief clouds the mind, remember that Christ’s grace is sufficient to subdue sin and banish the darkness.  Entering into communion with the Saviour, we enter the region of peace.”  (MH 250)
	“Nothing tends more to promote health of body and of soul than does a spirit of gratitude and praise.  It is a positive duty to resist melancholy discontented thoughts and feelings.”  (MH 251)

              Questions and Take-aways:   


				   The Healing Promises
“The Lord redeems the soul of His servants:
And none of them that trust in Him shall be desolate.  - Ps 34:22

In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence
And His children shall have a place of refuge.  -Prov 14:26

Zion said, Jehovah hath forsaken me, 
and the Lord hath forgotten me.
Can a woman forget her suckling child, 
that she should not have a compassion on the son of her womb?
Yea, these may forget, yet will not I forget thee.  
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands. 
 -Is 49:14-16

Fear thou not, for I am with thee:
Be not dismayed; for I am thy God:
I will strengthen thee; yea I will help thee;
Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness.  - Is 41:10

Ye that have been borne by Me from your birth,
That have been carried by Me from your earliest breath,
Even to your old age I am the same;
Even to your gray hairs I will carry you;
I have done it, and I will still bear you:
I will carry, and I will deliver you.  -Is 46:3,4
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