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                          “Absalom’s rebellion” Read:

		             2 Samuel 15:1-37
		               PP 729-39
			     			     
The Story:	
Recap: “David’s negligence, listlessness and delay fostered Absalom’s ambitions.  He artfully turned every dissatisfaction to his advantage.  Every day Absalom was to be found at the city gates listening to the peoples’ grievances, expressing his sympathies and blaming the inefficiency of the government.  The hearts of the people were being prepared for what was to follow… Absalom’s rebellion to overthrow the King, his father David.

1. What was the vow that Solomon claims he made to the Lord when he was living with his grandfather at Geshur?
If the Lord shall bring me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve the Lord.  (vs 8)
Absalom attempts to make his return to Jerusalem something the Lord did for him in return for a solemn vow he made in exile.  Can God be bribed or bought?  Turns out, this fabrication on Absalom’s part was deception, cloaking religious devotion to conceal his traitorous plans.  His true intentions are exposed in verse 10.  

2. Why does David believe him?
Absalom knew this approach would particularly appeal to David who wished his son to have a relationship with the Lord.  David at this point does not see through Absalom’s scheme, and gives him support and blessing.  

3.  What news finally awakens David out of his depression?
News that Absalom had organized much of his countrymen and many of David’s court into rebellion to take Jerusalem and the throne finally alerted David to the danger.  His own son who he’s loved and trusted was now betraying him.  “David shook off his lethargy and indecision and seemed to regain something of his early courage and swiftness of action.  By his flight David gave himself time to make ready a defense, and the people time to ponder their course.”  (SDA BC vol 2 p.668)

4. David is conflicted; should he make a stand and defend Jerusalem or should he leave the capital city and depend on the peoples’ loyalty to rally to his support.  What does David decide to do?
David is afraid that he could not make a successful stand at Jerusalem.  The people were turned against him and he was unsure of even his own family.  David shuddered at the thought of exposing the beautiful city to the horrors of war.  He did not wish Jerusalem to be deluged with blood.  His decision was to flee instead, leaving the city to be taken by Absalom and his armies.

5. David is surprised by the support of several foreign groups.  What is the conversation he has with the leader of one - Ittai the Gittite?
David was concerned that the foreigners, those who had been converted from paganism to the worship of Jehovah, would now be involved in his calamity.  David offered to one of the leaders, Ittai, return to Jerusalem to live with the new king but Ittai would not have it.  Ittai answered, “As the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be.”  (vs.21)

6. What does David do when the high priests, Abiathar and Zadok, arrive with the Ark?
David knows that the presence of the ark alone would not assure victory.  He knew of the time in the days of Eli that the ark was taken into battle but was captured and the Israelites defeated.  David knew that if his heart and the hearts of the people was not right that the ark would bring disaster.  The place for the ark was in Jerusalem also because God had not told anyone to bring it out.

7. Who is Ahithophel and what role does he play?
Ahithophel had been the ablest and wiliest of political leaders and councilors of David, but he was destitute of the enlightenment which comes from God.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10)  Ahithophel did not possess  that wisdom or he could hardly think basing the success of treason on the crime of incest.  (PP 739)  Absalom had solicited his defection because Ahithophel still harbored ill will for the family disgrace that David had done with his granddaughter, Bathsheba.  This news was another blow to David when he heard, because he recognized it as another result of his own sin.  Now Ahithophel would be councilor to Absalom.

8.  Who is Shimei and what does he do to David and his company?  Is he right?
When David was loved and admired on the throne, Shimei had no issues with him, but now that David was in affliction, this Benjamite revealed his true character.  He came at David and his people with curses while throwing rocks and dirt.  Shimei accused David for killing king Saul, which wasn’t true, but declaring that was the reason Absalom was now betraying David.  David’s men wanted to kill Shimei but David wondered if God was using Shimei to punish him so he did not allow his men to harm him.

9.  What was the information and communications arrangement that David and the high priests set up?
David wisely organized the priests, who each had a son, to spy on Absalom’s decisions then relay the information to their sons who would pass it on to David in the wilderness. Zadok’s son was Ahimaaz and Abiathar’s son was Jonathan.

10.  Who met David on mount Olivet and why was this significant? 
David prayed that God would somehow confuse Ahithophel’s advice to Absalom.  Then, in a timely manner, Hushai turns up on Mount Olivet!  He was an old friend and counselor to David.  Hushai had come to cast in his lot with David.  He seemed to be the immediate answer to David’s prayer.  David sent Hushai to Jerusalem where he could be of greatest service, doing what he could to bring the crafty counsel of Ahithophel to naught.  (SDA BC vol 2 p.670)
The Principles:

1. How is it that David was so duped concerning the intentions of his own son, Absalom?
Distracted, focused on self, over-whelmed with sorrow, regret and discouragement.
David was totally absorbed in his own guilt and remorse.  He seemed paralyzed, weak and irresolute.  His influence with the people had been weakened.  While the king was more and more inclined to desire retirement and solitude, his son was becoming stronger in the eyes of the people.  David, as a fond father, was comforted with the evidence of piety in his son, (PP 730)  when he claimed he would be serving the Lord in Hebron.  Being so enmeshed in his personal failures, David failed to get back to his obligations: ruling the kingdom, meting out justice and other duties.  David lost his focus and Absalom took full advantage of this.
 


Questions and Take-aways:   


“God intended the history of David’s fall to serve as a warning that even those whom He has greatly blessed and favored are not to feel secure and neglect watchfulness and prayer.”  (PP 724) 
“How natural it would have seemed for David to murmur against God in this great affliction!  But he saw in his own sin the cause of his trouble.  And the Lord did not forsake David.  The Lord shows He cannot tolerate or excuse sin.  He did not permit David to go unrebuked in sin, but He did not destroy him.  The furnace is to purify, but not to consume.” 
 (PP 738)

The furnace is where we are purified and made into fine gold. Perhaps we should be giving thanks when we find ourselves in the furnace, the Refiner’s fire. 
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