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                          “Absalom’s rebellion” Read:

		             2 Samuel 15:1-37
		               PP 729-39
			     
			     
The Story:	
Recap: “David’s negligence, listlessness and delay fostered Absalom’s ambitions.  He artfully turned every dissatisfaction to his advantage.  Every day Absalom was to be found at the city gates listening to the peoples’ grievances, expressing his sympathies and blaming the inefficiency of the government.  The hearts of the people were being prepared for what was to follow… Absalom’s rebellion to overthrow the King, his father David.

1. What was the vow that Solomon claims he made to the Lord when he was living with his grandfather at Geshur?


2. Why does David believe him?


3.  What news finally awakens David out of his depression?


4. David is conflicted; should he make a stand and defend Jerusalem or should he leave the capital city and depend on the peoples’ loyalty to rally to his support.  What does David decide to do?

5. David is surprised b the support of several foreign groups.  What is the conversation he has with the leader of one - Ittai the Gittite?


6. What does David do when the high priests, Abiathar and Zadok, arrive with the Ark?



7. Who is Ahithophel and what role does he play?


8.  Who is Shimei and what does he do to David and his company?  Is he right?


9.  What was the information and communications arrangement that David and the high priests set up?


10.  Who met David on mount Olivet and why was this significant? 

The Principles:

1. How is it that David was so duped concerning the intentions of his own son, Absalom?

 


Questions and Take-aways:   

“How natural it would have seemed for David to murmur against God in this great affliction!  But he saw in his own sin the cause of his trouble.  And the Lord did not forsake David.  The Lord shows He cannot tolerate or excuse sin.  He did not permit David to go unrebuked in sin, but He did not destroy him.  The furnace is to purify, but not to consume.” 
 (PP 738)

The furnace is where we are purified and made into fine gold. Perhaps we should be giving thanks that we find ourselves in the furnace, the Refiner’s fire, and not the Lake of Fire!  

         “David’s throne will be secure… 
But if his descendants disobey me and do not keep my law, 
If they ignore my advice and don’t follow my instructions, 
Then I have no choice but to let them suffer the consequences of their own sins.  They will suffer for their own wrongdoing.  
However, I will not stop loving David or break my agreement with him.  
I will not break the covenant I made with him or change one thing I promised to do for him.”  
· (Psalm 89:29-34)
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