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                          “Absalom, my son, my son” Read:
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The Story:	
Recap: Absalom’s armies are pursuing David and have now crossed the Jordan.  David organizes his troops into three groups led by Joab, Abishai and Ittai the Gittite.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
1. Why is David not involved with leading his armies to war?
David had organized his armies into three groups, led by Joab, Abishai (Joab’s nephew) and Ittai the Hittite (recently joined to Israel’s forces, accepted the Hebrew religion and proved himself true to David and Israel’s God.   (PP 732) 
David was facing an extreme crisis, but was not lacking courage. He was intending to take the same risks he was asking of his people, and more.  If Absalom learned of his presence with them, they would use every effort to target David.  If slain, Absalom would have accomplished his goal and the kingdom would be his.  David was urged to not be present in the battle.  
David would be in the city (Mahanaim) with the reserve forces to take advantage of any turn of battle.  Whatever happened, the army would know David was safe, knowing that would be inspirational to them as they fought.  David recognized it and agreed.  Also, it may have been easier for him than being actively involved with directing the battle personally against his son.

2. What orders was David shouting out to the armies as they passed through the gates to go to battle?
“Deal gently for my sake with the young man, Absalom.”
3. After the slaughter of 20,000 of his men, Absalom concedes the day is lost and flees through the forest on a mule.  What happens to him?
While Absalom is looking back, fearful of who may be giving chase, he ends up slamming his neck into a forked branch, which renders him unconscious as his mule runs out from under him.  His beautiful long hair is hopelessly tangled in all the small branches, leaving Absalom hanging helpless from an oak tree. 

4. Who discovered Absalom and what does he do?
A principled soldier of Joab’s group sees Absalom hanging there, but doesn’t harm him further.  He hurries off with the information to Joab, who has no scruples concerning Absalom or his king’s charge to deal gently with him.  Twice Joab had befriended Absalom and helped him reconcile with David and Absalom shamelessly betrayed that friendship.  Joab was determined to put Absalom away, regardless of David’s orders. 
“Joab realized that if the leader of the conspiracy could be put out of the way, victory would be won and the rebellion be over.”  (SDA BC vol.2 pg.682)

5. What was his answer when Joab asked the soldier why he didn’t kill Absalom when he had the chance? 
The soldier feared displeasing the King.  He heard David give the order as they were marching out of the city, he even reminded Joab of the king’s orders, believing orders should be obeyed.  
“If the soldier had taken the life of Absalom, inquiry would have immediately been made, and when it was discovered who had disobeyed the king’s command, the offender would have been slain.  Joab himself would probably have taken his stand against him and issued the order for the execution.  Joab was a valiant commander, but he was self-willed and unscrupulous.  Happy though he might have been over Absalom’s death, he might have feigned great indignation at such a gross violation of the king’s command and have ordered the violator put to death.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.682)
Remember how Joab treated Uriah…

6. Describe Absalom’s end.
Joab feels the thrusts of the man’s argument, but tells his soldier that he was done dallying with him and he is going to go kill Absalom himself.  Then with his body guard of ten men he is led to where Absalom is hanging.  Joab takes three darts in his hand and thrusts them through the heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the tree.  
The ten young men with him then circled around Absalom and slew him.  Then Joab throws his body into a deep pit in the forest and has his men pile a great heap of rocks over it to deny him the honor of burial in the family tomb.  “That was the end of the proud and handsome prince who placed his own interests before the interests of his people, his father, and his God.”  (SDA BC vol.2 pg.682)

7. Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok a High Priest, asks to be the one to carry the news of battle to 
David.  What does Joab order?  Why?

“No, you are a priest’s son and bad news should not be carried by you.  Joab sends another, Cushi.  Ahimaaz begs to run anyway, so Joab lets him.  Ahimaaz goes by a different route and outruns Cushi, arriving at Mahanaim first.
8. David recognizes Ahimaaz and anticipates good news.  What news does Ahimaaz give and how does the exchange continue when Cushi arrives?
Ahimaaz declares the good news, that the battle is over and Israel’s armies are successful.  But David is only interested in Absalom’s safety.  David asks again, but Ahimaaz demurs, saying, “ I saw a tumult but I don’t know what it was all about.”
Cushi arrives also saying that the battle is over, etc.  When David again asks after Absalom, Cushi skillfully evades the direct answer and says, “May all who rise up against you be as that young man is.”  Carefully, Cushi avoids using the words, but his answer clearly implies that Absalom is dead.

9.  How is David ending this tremendous day of victorious, successful battle?
Under the circumstances, nothing else mattered to David, whether it was defeat or victory, as long as Absalom was safe.  David’s sorrow was more difficult for him because he knew himself to be responsible for the course of events that had climaxed in this terrible tragedy.  Absalom had slain his brother after Amnon had violated his sister, Tamar, and now he in turn was slain in battle against his own father.  All this followed in natural consequence of David’s heinous sin.  
David went to his chamber and wept, saying as he went, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!  Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!”  ( verse 33)

The Principles:


1.  Recount the origins and details of the ‘fourfold’ curse.  How did it come to be and who pronounced it?  (2 Samuel 12)
“The prophet Nathan told a parable to David, skillfully designed to arouse David’s indignation and caused him to pass sentence upon the offense he had committed.  The delivery of the message required skill and courage.
In spite of his sin, David retained an innate sense of justice, and gave his verdict without delay.  With a solemn oath he pronounced sentence against the man.  What he had actually done was to sentence himself to death.  This was in accord with the Law of Moses (Ex. 22:1)  
David the judge had found David the transgressor worthy of death.  He could not go against his own judgment, because it was he himself who had pronounced the sentence.  It would be useless to plead that the facts as presented were not in accord with the crime committed.  Actually the deed of which David was guilty was far worse than the deed he had pronounced worthy of death. 
The unflinching application of the parable to the king portrays the holy boldness and faithfulness of God’s prophet.  This plain-spoken rebuke might well have cost Nathan his life, but he did not waver in performing his duty.	
David was without excuse.  He knew that he was in the wrong and that the sentence pronounced was just.  The floodgates of evil that David had opened would engulf his posterity in misery and woe.”                    (SDA BC vol.2 p.651-3)  
Though David pleaded with God in His mercy to spare his baby son with Bathsheba, the child died, fulfilling the first of “fourfold”. 
	The second of the “fourfold” was David’s eldest son, Amnon.  Amnon was killed by his half-brother, Absalom, in revenge for violating their sister, Tamar.  David was guilty for not taking action himself as the law required.
	Now Absalom is dead, being the third of the “fourfold” of David’s unwitting sentence upon himself.
	David’s sincere repentance, graciously accepted and forgiven by God, did not remove the consequences of his sin.  Sadly, the fourth son David will lose is still to come.  


                 Questions and Take-aways:   
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