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                          “David, re-instated king” Read:

		             2 Samuel 19
		               PP 745
    
The Story:	
Recap: 
God had given victory to the forces of David, and they had real reason for rejoicing.  The rebellion was over, David was restored to his throne, and the nation had been spared the horrors of a long, costly civil war.  But the people found that the city (Mahanaim) was filled with sorrow instead of joy, because of David’s grief over the death of his son, Absalom.
As the victorious hosts approached the city, the king, who should have been on hand to greet them was not.  Instead of offering words of thanks and cheer for the troops who that day had risked their lives for him, David sat above the gate, loudly wailing for the loss of his son.  Instead of marching proudly in triumph the men broke ranks, slinking into the city down cast and ashamed.  It seemed that all their effort had been in vain, and what they had thought of as a glorious victory was only a mistake and in the eyes of the king, a sad defeat.  They entered the city with the air of men defeated in battle, their purposes thwarted and their hopes dashed to the ground.  
The return of his troops in triumph, the restoration of his throne, the end of civil war, seemed to mean nothing, with Absalom gone.  The heart of David was torn with uncontrollable grief.  He could think of nothing except that Absalom was dead.   (SDA BC vol.2 p.686)

1. How does all this depressed atmosphere affect Joab, King David’s gruff, old commander-in-chief?


2. How does David respond to Joab’s rebuke?


3. Remember who Amasa is and his current position.  What does David promise to Amasa via the priests- Zadok and Abiathar?
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Who, much earlier, had influenced Absalom to be brought back to Jerusalem from exile?                                       Who had slain Absalom, in direct violation of David’s command?                                         Who just delivered a scathing rebuke to the king, for NOT welcoming the troops home

           What effect does his rebuke have on the King?	

5. Now that David was on his way back to Jerusalem to reclaim the throne, Shimei arrives.  Remembering Shimei, what had he done a short while ago (2 Sam 16:5-11) and what is he pleading now? 


6. In keeping with the spirit of the circumstances, how does David chose to deal with Shimei?  (If you choose to read ahead concerning Shimei’s fate, see 1 Kings 2:8,9 & 41-46)



7. Remembering Ziba, what had he previously done concerning Mephibosheth?  
Remembering Mephibosheth, he too, is present at the west bank of the Jordan to welcome David home.  How does he look and what is his story?


8. How does David handle the situation?


9. Who is Barzillai?  Chimham?  How does David deal with them?


10.   Why the lingering bad blood between Israel and Judah?


The Principles:

1. What can be learned from this story to help us deal with hard feelings and bad blood in our lives and churches, today?



Questions and Take-aways:   
· 
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