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                “God’s chosen people- divided” Read:

		            	 2 Samuel 2:1-32
			    	 PP 697-9
The Story:	
Recap:  In the aftermath of the Philistine battle with Saul’s army, (from which David had been excluded) Saul and three of his sons are dead, the remnant of Saul’s army have fled east across the Jordan to the Levitical city of Mahanaim.  Saul’s chief commander, Abner, is in charge and has declared Saul’s youngest son, Ishbosheth, king of Israel.  The Philistines are willing to leave David and his people at peace in the city of Ziklag.
1. Has David learned to make important decisions only with Divine council?  (v.1)



2. Who is involved in the move to Hebron?



3. What kind of reception does David experience at Hebron?




4. What is one of David’s very first acts as Judah’s king?




5. Who is Abner and why does he particularly despise David? 


6. How is it that Abner’s armies and Joab’s armies are both at the pool of Gibeon?



7. Abner proposes a ‘skirmish’ between twelve of his fighters against twelve of Joab’s.  How does that play out?




8. Joab’s brother, Asahel, chases the fleeing Abner.  Why is Abner hesitant to hurt Asahel and what happens next?




9. What decision do Joab and Abner agree to?  (vs.26-8)


10.  How many men fell in the battle now named Helkath-Hazzurim?                        (meaning field of flints or sword edges)


The Principles:
Analyze the skirmish between Abner’s and Joab’s forces… Sanctioned?  Necessary? 
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Questions and Take-aways:   
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