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                  “The Arc of a Life:  Rising Action” Read:

		             2 Samuel 21:15 – 22:51
			     Psalm 18

The Story:	
Recap: The last chapters of 2 Samuel are NOT CHRONOLOGICAL!  But there is an order to this final section.  We know, from our position in the story, that David’s reign is coming to an end.  Although David’s death is not recorded until 1 Kings 2, the author of this account (traditionally thought to be the prophet(s) Nathan and/or Gad) seems to be giving us a kind of overview of David’s life and reign, almost eulogizing the elderly king.  As such, he references meaningful or emblematic events from various periods of David’s life as follows:  
1. David’s last battle, alluding to his first—2 Sam. 21:15-22
2. A song from David’s early years—2 Sam. 22
3. David’s last words—2 Sam. 23:1-7
4. David’s mighty warriors—2 Sam. 23:8-39
5. David’s pride, punishment, and repentance—2 Sam 24

1. Compare 2 Sam. 21:15-16 with 1 Sam. 17:4-7.  Which giant is bigger?  Why?  
Goliath seems to be bigger.  His spear-head weighs twice as much as Ishbibenob’s spear-head.  
2. Compare 2 Sam. 21:17 with 1 Sam. 17:26-33.  Why was David asked NOT to fight in his encounter with Goliath?  Why is he asked NOT to fight after this encounter with Ishbibenob?  What’s the difference in his response?  
Prior to his battle with Goliath, David is accused of “pride and naughtiness” by his brother, and Saul tells him that he’s only “a youth.”  Basically he’s told that he isn’t anywhere near strong enough to fight the giant.  David responds firmly that he doesn’t need to be strong enough, that God would choose the victor who honored Him.  
After the fight with Ishbibenob, David is told that he is too valuable to fight. David had frequently endangered his life by engaging in personal combat with his enemies. There came a time, however, when it was no longer wise or necessary for the king to venture into battle with his soldiers, as had been his custom.  David accepts this.  
In both cases, David eschews pride in himself.  In his fight with Goliath, he simply acts as the medium by which victory is given to God.  In his fight with the later giants, he accepts that his role has changed.  Instead of doing the actual battle he has transitioned into the gracious king responsible for encouraging and rewarding the warriors.  He’s displaying a different kind of strength here: the kind found in working with others.  But all glory still goes to God!
3. David has been a mighty warrior, but his physical powers have begun to wane.  Yet the victories are attributed to him in verse 22.  Why?  
The victories are attributed to him because they are conducted under his direction and authority.  David’s warriors are fighting instead of David himself, but he is still a motivating factor in the battle.  In some ways, David is the victor over self here.  It would have been easy for the brave and powerful warrior—who had fought giants before—to disregard the good advice of his companions and pridefully continue in battle.  Instead he defeats pride and continues to guide his kingdom.  

4. To what period of David’s reign does the song of chapter 22 belong?   What evidence do you see to support this?   Consider Patriarchs and Prophets pgs. 715-716.  
David wrote this psalm after God had granted him a remarkable deliverance out of the hand of his enemies. That would not seem to have been until after the great victory over the children of Ammon and their allies (2 Sam. 8, 10). It also appears that the composition came while David could still speak before the people of his righteousness and the cleanness of his hands (v. 21), which must have been before his sin against Bath-sheba and Uriah (2 Sam 11; PP 716).

5.  Try outlining this song.  What is David saying in…
a. Verses 1-7?  
Praise to the Lord, who is my shield and stronghold.  He is my security when I am afraid.  
b. Verses 8-16?
God is like a terrible storm and earthquake, accompanied by dense smoke and darkness, the outbursts of lightning and deafening peals of thunder.  His power is vast and overwhelming.  
c. Verses 17-20?
The Lord plucked me safely from the crushing floodwaters, and delivered me from powerful enemies.  He is my safety.  
d. Verses 21-28?
I have served my God and He rewards those that serve Him.  He keeps and protects those who will do rightly, but those who defy Him will be destroyed.  
e. Verses 29-37?
God enables my victory; He is my sure place and the one who gives me strength.  His gifts are the source of everything good in my life.  
f. Verses 38-46?
I have won against all my enemies.  They are utterly defeated and cast down.  
g. Verses 47-51
Praise God!  He has granted me victory and saved me from destruction.  Therefore I will give thanks to Him.  He gives mercy and refuge to me and my descendants forever.  
6. Section d, especially verses 21-25, may make us modern readers a little uncomfortable.  Of course, we know some things about David’s future that he may not understand at this point in his history.  Why do you think David includes these assertions?  
David is young, strong, and has just been granted great honor.  But his struggles have been great, too.  He has been unjustly hunted, forced to live in very rough circumstances, maligned by those to whom he should have been able to look for protection.  And he has conducted himself uprightly in the midst of these appalling troubles.  I think David is telling us that God has honored his personal struggles, and that He has amply rewarded David for choosing the right thing under profoundly difficult circumstances.  David then goes on to explain that the Lord had displayed no particular favoritism to him, that indeed God will extend the same mercies and favors to all who will show themselves merciful and upright.
7. What do you see as David’s main purpose(s) with this song?  
I think that David is largely pouring out his gratitude and praise to the Lord for His deliverance and victory.  He praises God for His enabling power and His mighty protection.  Psalm 18 contains nearly the same text as 2 Sam 22 with numerous minor variations.  It begins with the sentence, not included here, “I will love thee, O Lord, my strength.”  The statement is a fitting introduction to this triumphant psalm of rejoicing, but also a fairly fitting summary of David’s intent here.  
8. Consider this song in the context of David’s first and last (giant) battles.  Does this context influence the meaning of the song at all?  Why do you suppose the writer included David’s song here? What is the writer trying to convey?   
I think the context does influence the meaning to an extent.  This is a song of gratitude and praise, first and foremost.  Yet in the context of these particular battles, it becomes also a statement about humility.  The Lord provides stunning, overwhelming victory when David humbly trusts in Him and does not claim any strength of his own.  I think that the writer includes this song here to draw our attention to David’s method of successful conflict resolution, as follows:  
1) Be upright: “For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God.”  
2) Trust humbly in God: “In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears.”
3) Use the gifts He has given with everything you’ve got: “God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect.  /   I have pursued mine enemies, and destroyed them; and turned not again until I had consumed them.”   
When David followed the procedure outlined here in his own song, he had unsurpassed victory against his giant adversaries.  I suspect that the writer is trying to provide an example of how we, too, can have victory.  

The Principles:
1. Think of the young, strong, idealistic David as he wrote this song.  What advice do you think he would give you about the problems/challenges/enemies you’re facing in your life?  
He would probably say, “Just do the right thing, stand up to the giants, and God will give the victory.”  David has a beautiful, child-like faith.  It’s a little brash… mostly in a good way! 

2. Do you think David’s advice would change as he became older and, perhaps, wiser?  What advice do you think the writer of this chapter would have?  
The younger David had experience with conflict, injustice, and struggle, but the older David has experience with temptation, and going on in the face of failure.  The older David wrote Psalm 51: “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. / Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  / For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.”  
I think the advice David would give as he got older would probably start with recognition that many of our challenges are of our own making.  And he would probably begin with repentance.  Something, perhaps, along the lines of “Beg God humbly for forgiveness of your wrong-doing—and stop doing it wrong!—but accept the consequences of your poor choices.  Then ask Him what your next steps should be in confidence that He has indeed forgiven you.  Following His directions, you’ll see the success of His plan.”  
The writer of this chapter seems to be emphasizing trusting in God, and leaning not to your own understanding.  And that’s always good advice!  

Questions and Take-aways:   
David’s song in chapter 22 contains verse after verse of praise for God.  Sometimes I think we focus a lot on ourselves—what we need, what God is doing for us, what we need to change in our lives.  And some of that is good and valuable!  We need to notice the blessings God gives, and we certainly have to reflect on the things we need to change in our lives.  But David’s wonderful, childlike faith just bursts out in praise, honoring the mighty creator, the One who still cares for His wayward creation.  I wonder if we can find ways to focus more on God, reflecting on His abundant love, overwhelming forgiveness, mighty gifts, or awesome rulership.  If you have time this week, you might want to flip through the Psalms for some examples.  I’d particularly recommend scanning through Psalm 19 for a starting place.  
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