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                  “The Arc of a Life:  Rising Action” Read:

		             2 Samuel 21:15 – 22:51
			     Psalm 18

The Story:	
Recap: The last chapters of 2 Samuel are NOT CHRONOLOGICAL!  But there is an order to this final section.  We know, from our position in the story, that David’s reign is coming to an end.  Although David’s death is not recorded until 1 Kings 2, the author of this account (traditionally thought to be the prophet(s) Nathan and/or Gad) seems to be giving us a kind of overview of David’s life and reign, almost eulogizing the elderly king.  As such, he references meaningful or emblematic events from various periods of David’s life as follows:  
1. David’s last battle, alluding to his first—2 Sam. 21:15-22
2. A song from David’s early years—2 Sam. 22
3. David’s last words—2 Sam. 23:1-7
4. David’s mighty warriors—2 Sam. 23:8-39
5. David’s pride, punishment, and repentance—2 Sam 24

1. Compare 2 Sam. 21:15-16 with 1 Sam. 17:4-7.  Which giant is bigger?  Why?  


2. Compare 2 Sam. 21:17 with 1 Sam. 17:26-33.  Why was David asked NOT to fight in his encounter with Goliath?  Why is he asked NOT to fight after this encounter with Ishbibenob?  What’s the difference in his response?  



3. David has been a mighty warrior, but his physical powers have begun to wane.  Yet the victories are attributed to him in verse 22.  Why?  



4. To what period of David’s reign does the song of chapter 22 belong?   What evidence do you see to support this?   Consider Patriarchs and Prophets pgs. 715-716.  


5.  Try outlining this song.  What is David saying in…
a. Verses 1-7?

b. Verses 8-16?


c. Verses 17-20?

d. Verses 21-28?


e. Verses 29-37?

f. Verses 38-46?


g. Verses 47-51

6. Section d, especially verses 21-25, may make us modern readers a little uncomfortable.  Of course, we know some things about David’s future that he may not understand at this point in his history.  Why do you think David includes these assertions?  


7. What do you see as David’s main purpose(s) with this song?  

8. Consider this song in the context of David’s first and last (giant) battles.  Does this context influence the meaning of the song at all?  Why do you suppose the writer included David’s song here? What is the writer trying to convey?   



The Principles:
1. Think of the young, strong, idealistic David as he wrote this song.  What advice do you think he would give you about the problems/challenges/enemies you’re facing in your life?  


2. Do you think David’s advice would change as he became older and, perhaps, wiser?  What advice do you think the writer of this chapter would have?  




Questions and Take-aways:   
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