

[image: ]
               “The Arc of a Life:  Falling Action” Read:

		             2 Samuel 23:1-39 

The Story:	
Recap: Recall that the last chapters of 2 Samuel are NOT CHRONOLOGICAL!  But there is an order to this final section.  We know, from our position in the story, that David’s reign is coming to an end.  The author is therefore giving us a kind of overview of David’s life and reign.  These chapters include:  
1. David’s last battle, alluding to his first—2 Sam. 21:15-22
2. A song from David’s early years—2 Sam. 22
3. David’s last words—2 Sam. 23:1-7
4. David’s mighty warriors—2 Sam. 23:8-39
5. David’s pride, punishment, and repentance—2 Sam 24
For this week’s study, we’ll look at numbers 3 & 4 from the above list, David’s last words, and his mighty warriors.  

1. What titles are given of David in verse 1?  Consider the other titles that might have been given.  Why do you think these titles were chosen?  
· Son of Jesse (Because heritage is important)
· The man who was raised up on high (Because he achieved something remarkable)
· The anointed of the God of Jacob (Because the thing that made him remarkable was God’s choosing)
· The sweet psalmist of Israel (Because this is, in large part, how David would be remembered for the rest of time)
These are some of the qualities that the author believes to most important.  They reflect most ardently who David is.  Note particularly that his kingship is referred to only indirectly.  Looking at these titles, it seems that the most important thing about David was his close relationship with God.  

2. Who is speaking the message of verses 3-7?  
The Spirit of the Lord.  
3. How does He say a ruler must be?  Why?  
A ruler must be just.  The ruler defines and underlies the justice available within his territory.  It is ultimately his integrity that determines the standard of integrity generally expected and tolerated within his realm.  The ruler’s standard for justice must be very high if justice is to be available for his people.  And his standards should be high because he must rule “in the fear of God.” Every man who rules should, therefore, do so in the constant fear of God, always conscious that he rules by divine appointment and that Heaven holds him responsible for his every decision.
4. What is verse 5 saying?  Compare with another version like the NIV, or look it up in the commentaries.  Consider that it is in contrast to verse 6.  
“And is it not a fact that my house stands thus with God? For to this end He has made with me an everlasting covenant, that it may set in order all things, making them secure. And will He not thus bring my salvation to pass and cause all my desire to prosper?”
David is expressing his certainty in God’s grace, given that he has attempted to live and rule in harmony with God’s commands.  
5.  What is David saying in verses 6 and 7?  Why?  
In contrast to the establishment of David’s throne would be the sad fate of the men of Belial. Godless men would not enjoy the fruits of salvation, but they would be “as thorns thrust away,” cast aside as something utterly worthless, to be consumed and become as a thing of nought.  But the wicked are like thorns that pierce the hands of those who endeavor to touch them. Thus ordinary means do not suffice to put them out of the way.
6. Last week we discussed the advice about challenges that a younger David might give, as he outlined in chapter 22, versus the advice that the older David might give.  Here we have the opportunity to read the final advice that David did give, although we know that it came through David from God.  Are there any similarities to your answer from last week?  
I think there are some connections.  
· “Just do the right thing, stand up to the giants, and God will give the victory.”
· “Beg God humbly for forgiveness of your wrong-doing—and stop doing it wrong!—but accept the consequences of your poor choices.  Then ask Him what your next steps should be in confidence that He has indeed forgiven you.  Following His directions, you’ll see the success of His plan.”  
It looks to me like the advice I proposed last week and the advice given through David here do have a few similarities.  All of these pieces of advice emphasize putting God first in your life.  Your relationship with God is the important thing.  Everything else is meaningless in comparison.  Rule in the fear of God, live in the fear of God, do the right thing.  As long as you are in God’s will, then everything is perfect—even if it really doesn’t seem so from the outside!  
7. Compare the list in verses 8-39 with that in 1 Chronicles 11:11-47.  At what time was this list compiled?  
This is a list of the heroes of David. The same list, with some variations, appears in 1 Chron. 11:11-47. In Chronicles the list appears in the beginning of the account of David’s reign; here it comes at the close of that account. But it evidently dates from early in David’s reign since some of these heroes have been gone for a while.
8. Why do you think the author included this list here?  Consider the different kinds of strength that came up last week.  Why are these mighty men included in this overview of David’s life?  
One of David’s identifying characteristics is that of a mighty warrior.  As his physical strength began to decrease with age, his role changed, as we discussed last week.  But he was always involved with winning the fight, whether as a warrior in the thick of the action or as a wise guide/general/king who was guiding the battle.  David was a warrior, and part of his strength came from a warrior’s bond with his men.  From the very early days he established a strong connection with other warriors and that capacity to bond with and lead other men continued throughout his life.  It’s an important part of who David was, as a man and as a king.  So the author includes a list of the most significant of the other warriors who fought with David.  
9. What are the noted accomplishments of…

a. The Tachmonite?  
He slew 800 men at one time (in one battle?) with a spear.  
b. Eleazar, son of Dodo the Ahohite?  
He was one of the three mighty men who stood with David when they taunted the Philistines gathered for battle.  The rest of the Israelites retreated, but Eleazar stood his ground and fought Philistines until his hand became stuck to his sword, and the Lord wrought a great victory.  The troops eventually came back, but the only thing left for them to do was to spoil the defeated Philistines.  
c. Shammah the son of Agee?
The Philistines banded together in a lentil field, and Israel’s troops fled.  But Shammah stood in the middle of the field and defended it, and the Lord made a great victory.  
d. The three mighty men of verses 13-17?  How did that turn out?  
David said that he longed for a drink of water of the well of Bethlehem.  So these three men broke through the defending host of Philistines, drew water from the well, and brought it to David.  But he was horrified at the risk they took for him, and wouldn’t drink it.  Instead he poured it out before the Lord.  
e. Abishai, who became captain of the 3 men previously mentioned?  
He killed 300 men with his spear.  
f. Benaiah the son of Jehoiada?
He seems to have done many mighty exploits. He killed two of Moab’s mightiest warriors. He went down into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion.  Another time he fought a huge Egyptian warrior who had a spear.  Even though Benaiah only had a club, he engaged the Egyptian in battle and ended up killing him with his own spear.  
The Principles:
1. Bearing in mind David’s last words and the discussion we had about advice last week, what advice would you give to someone you cared about for dealing with challenges similar to your own?  
David is right!  Being in God’s will is all that matters.  Everything else is insignificant and sure to pass away in time.  Whatever challenges we’re facing, we need only to trust in Him! 
Of course, many of our problems arise as the consequence of our own previous poor choices.  So it’s important first to stop making that poor choice—stop doing the thing(s) that we know is/are wrong.  The next step is certainly to ASK.  God has assured us that He will respond to us when we diligently seek His will.  So we need to ask God what we should do next.  This asking will certainly include a lot of prayer (and possibly fasting!) but it may also include Bible study.  Sometimes God speaks to us through examples in His word, which He will bring to your attention when you are seeking His will.  Finally, when God has made His will clear by whatever method, all we need to do is obey—and NOT fall back into old habits of relying on our own wisdom!  
2. Why won’t David drink the water brought by the three heroes, even after he specifically requested it?  Did he do the right thing? 
I think this goes back to how David was viewed by his men.  The warriors clearly could not have thought more highly of their kingly commander.  David’s comment was probably intended to help inspire the warriors to (collectively) defeat the Philistines and take Bethlehem, as in, “I can’t wait to defeat these guys!  Then I’ll drink freely of the well right beside Bethlehem’s gate!”  But the comment caused these three men to risk their lives to fulfill the king’s wish.  This willingness to sacrifice their lives, not for God or even for His people Israel, but for David personally, may have veered concerningly close to worship of David.  David redirects their attention to the Lord by, symbolically, taking their sacrifice and dedicating it to God.  And pointing to God is always the right thing!  
Questions and Take-aways:   
David’s example throughout this whole chapter is pretty well summed up by the incident with the water from Bethlehem.  It’s about directing our attention to God and living in His will.  Somehow, none of David’s astounding exploits seem to be about, well, David.  He often manages to direct attention to God instead.  David is a mighty warrior and king, but the titles given to him by the author include “the anointed of the God of Jacob” and “the sweet psalmist of Israel.”  Perhaps we would all be able to accomplish a lot more if we found ways to direct attention to God instead of ourselves.  
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