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               “The Arc of a Life:  Falling Action” Read:

		             2 Samuel 23:1-39
			 

The Story:	
Recap: Recall that the last chapters of 2 Samuel are NOT CHRONOLOGICAL!  But there is an order to this final section.  We know, from our position in the story, that David’s reign is coming to an end.  The author is therefore giving us a kind of overview of David’s life and reign.  These chapters include:  
1. David’s last battle, alluding to his first—2 Sam. 21:15-22
2. A song from David’s early years—2 Sam. 22
3. David’s last words—2 Sam. 23:1-7
4. David’s mighty warriors—2 Sam. 23:8-39
5. David’s pride, punishment, and repentance—2 Sam 24
For this week’s study, we’ll look at numbers 3 & 4 from the above list, David’s last words, and his mighty warriors.  
1. What titles are given of David in verse 1?  Consider the other titles that might have been given.  Why do you think these titles were chosen?  


2. Who is speaking the message of verses 3-7?  

3. How does He say a ruler must be?  Why?  


4. What is verse 5 saying?  Compare with another version like the NIV, or look it up in the commentaries.  Consider that it is in contrast to verse 6.  


5.  What is David saying in verses 6 and 7?  Why?  



6. Last week we discussed the advice about challenges that a younger David might give, as he outlined in chapter 22, versus the advice that the older David might give.  Here we have the opportunity to read the final advice that David did give, although we know that it came through David from God.  Are there any similarities to your answer from last week?  





7. Compare the list in verses 8-39 with that in 1 Chronicles 11:11-47.  At what time was this list compiled?  


8. Why do you think the author included this list here?  Consider the different kinds of strength that came up last week.  Why are these mighty men included in this overview of David’s life?  


9. What are the noted accomplishments of…
a. The Tachmonite?  

b. Eleazar, son of Dodo the Ahohite?  

c. Shammah the son of Agee?

d. The three mighty men of verses 13-17?  How did that turn out?  

e. Abishai, who became captain of the 3 men previously mentioned?  

f. Benaiah the son of Jehoiada?

The Principles:
1. Bearing in mind David’s last words and the discussion we had about advice last week, what advice would you give to someone you cared about for dealing with challenges similar to your own?  


2. Why won’t David drink the water brought by the three heroes, even after he specifically requested it?  Did he do the right thing? 




Questions and Take-aways:   
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