                            “numbering Israel” Read:

		                      2 Samuel 24:1-25
			                  PP 747-749

The Story:	
Recap: During his last years, worldly success and honor so weakened the character of David that he was repeatedly overcome by the tempter.  Intercourse with heathen peoples led to a desire to follow their national customs and kindled ambition for worldly greatness.  God’s purpose for Israel was forgotten. Israel was to be honored as God-fearing, but as pride and self-confidence increased, the Israelites were not content with that role.  They preferred to be recognized among the other nations.  This spirit could not fail to invite temptation.
(PP 7)
1. What prompted David to order a census? 


1. Why is God displeased?  


1.  Who is ordered to conduct the census and why?  What is his reaction?


1.  How long the process take and what was the report?


1.  Before the census was even finished David realized that he had sinned.  What does he do next? 


1.  Gad the Prophet is sent by God to present what three options to David?
     

1. How does David respond to the prophet’s question?


1.  What is the punishment?  How does David intercede?


1.  Who is Ornan/Araunah and what does he offer?  


1.  How is the plague stopped?

 
        The Principles:
1.  Why didn’t David accept Ornan’s initial offer?


2.  What is self-sacrifice?



3.  Discuss a prescribed course of action for when we are convicted of sin.



Questions and Take-aways:   
	
The book of Samuel ends with this account of David’s repentance and reconciliation to God.  David’s life was a constant testimony to the goodness and mercy of God and to the power of His saving grace in the experiences of those who earnestly and humbly give their lives to Him.  (SDA BC vol2 p.712)
