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                  “Treachery, malice & ambition” Read:

		            	 2 Samuel 3:6-39
			    	 PP 698-700

The Story:	
Recap: For two years, the weak, incompetent Ishbosheth was king of Israel, but Abner was actually the power behind the throne.  Abner’s position served to develop his real character and showed him to be ambitious and unprincipled. As General of Israel’s army, Abner was intent on extending his power over all Israel and persistently waged war on Judah. 

1. Who was Rizpah?  Describe the incident that resulted in Abner’s change of policy concerning Israel’s future.
Rizpah was a concubine of King Saul’s harem.  Abner ‘took’ Rizpah to bed which led Ishbosheth to scold Abner.  Apparently the scolding was too much for Abner and he decided to abandon support of Ishbosheth’s reign and transfer the kingdom to David

2. Why did Ishbosheth scold Abner and why was Abner so enraged about it?
In oriental lands the king’s harem was property of his successor, and taking a woman who belonged to the previous king was regarded as a claim to the throne.  (2 Sam 12:8; 16:21; 1 Ki 2:22) Although there is nothing in the Bible indicating Abner had designs on the throne of Israel, Ishbosheth regarded Abner’s taking of Rizpah an act of treachery, it violated his rights as king so he took it up with Abner.    Abner was enraged because Ishbosheth, who owed his throne solely to Abner’s support, now dared to reproach and upbraid him.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.612)  Abner resented being rebuked by the likes of the weak, inept Ishbosheth.
Abner swears a solemn oath that he will transfer the kingdom to David and invokes the wrath of God on  himself if he fails to do it.  This was not done in haste, Abner has known for a very long time that God anointed David to be king in Saul’s place.  Ishbosheth’s rebuke was the opportunity to act on this decision that he had previously arrived at.  Ishbosheth had no push-back because he was afraid of what Abner might do to him.

3. Why did Abner seek a meeting with David and what agreement did they come to?
Abner says he will bring about the transfer of the land on one condition that David make a league with him, giving him definite assurance of proper consideration for himself.  In this proposal the narrow, haughty, self-seeking spirit of Abner was clearly revealed.  He would throw in his lot with David, but only at a price, and he wanted first to make certain that the price would be paid.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.613)
David asked that his first wife, Michal, be returned to him as an act of good faith.  Also, this would make Michal Queen of Judah, which would appeal to all the Hebrews as David not showing partiality for Judah against Israel.  It would be a uniting effect.

4. How did David’s lead warrior, Joab, react when he learned that David and Abner made an agreement in his absence?
Joab was very angry.  While he and the army were away fighting the enemies of Judah, David was negotiating with Abner.  Joab may have had suspicions that Abner planned to become David’s chief warrior and Joab would be demoted.  Also, remember that Abner was responsible for the slaying of Joab’s brother, Asahel.

5. What actions did Joab take concerning Abner?
Joab secretly, in David’s name, sends a message to the recently departed Abner that David has more to talk about with him, so please return to Hebron.  But as Abner approaches the city gates, Joab takes him aside, and with his brother Abishai, they murder Abner.

6. What does David do when he learns of Abner’s murder?
David declares he is innocent of the death of Abner and the Lord knows it.  He then condemns what Joab and Abishai have done.  He pronounces a curse on their families. May their descendants never be without someone who has leprosy, walks with crutches, is hungry or gets killed in a war.
7. How does David pay tribute to Abner’s memory?
David fasts all day until sundown.  Joab is required to publicly condemn his own deed by publicly mourning.  Joab and all his men are to take part in Abner’s funeral.  David told them to put on sackcloth, tear their outer clothes and mourn as they walk in front of Abner’s coffin.  David himself follows the bier as the chief mourner.  He orders the burial of Abner at his capital which convinces the nation that he harbors no ill feelings against the slain general.  David laments Abner in a brief but touching elegy:  
Why should Abner die like a criminal who got into trouble?
His hands were free to fight and his feet were free to move.  
He died without a chance to defend himself as one falls by the hands of wicked men.
The people notice all this and saw that David was a man with a heart, as well as a man of courage.  They were pleased with what they saw.  They all knew that David had no part in killing Abner, who had been a respected commander and admired by all the tribes. Abner was buried in the royal city of Hebron, instead of his family lands in Benjamin, another honor David paid to his memory.

 What is meant by David’s words in verse 39?
The strength and influence of Joab was the weakness of David.  If he could have done so, David would immediately have punished Joab, but for the present that was not possible.  David dared not attempt justice now lest Joab’s great power and popularity with the army cause a general uprising. (SDA BC vol.2 p.615)
In the private circle of his trusted counselors and attendants the king spoke of the crime, and recognizing his own inability to punish the murderers as he desired, he left them to the justice of God. “…The Lord shall reward the doer of evil according to his wickedness.”  (2 Sam 3:39)

The Principles:
1. How was Abner’s death a “blessing in disguise”?  
In some respects Abner was a man of outstanding ability and would be regarded as a great man in Israel.  Yet though sincere in his pact with David, he had been moved by selfish motives.  In going over to David he thought to forsake a cause that was doomed and to win new honor and glory to himself.  He would have wanted the highest position in the service of David, but his ambition, selfishness, and lack of consecration to God would not have served the best interests of David’s kingdom or the cause of the Lord.  Abner’s death was to the kingdom of Judah a blessing in disguise. (SDA BC vol.2 p.615)
Abner had been sincere in his offers and representations to David, yet his motives were base and selfish.  He had persistently opposed the king of god’s appointment, in the expectation of securing honor to himself.  It was resentment, wounded pride, and passion that led him to forsake the cause he had so long served; and in deserting to David he hoped to receive the highest position of honor in his service.  Had he succeeded in his purpose, his talents and ambition, in his great influence and want of godliness, would have endangered the throne of David and the peace and prosperity of the nation.  (PP 700)
2. Penalties often involve others who weren’t directly connected to the crime… even innocents.  (for ex. Joshua 7:22-26; 2 Kings 5:27; Numbers 16:31)  
Joab’s descendants- David pronounces a curse on Joab’s family.  Why?  They had no part in Joab’s murderous deed.  The second commandment also speaks of the effects of sinful parents on descendants, is this fair?  Can my sins bring disaster on others?  
Achan- Achan’s sin fell on the whole family: …they took Achan and the silver, and the garment and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor… And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones… they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day.
Gehazi- Naaman’s leprosy will now be on you and on each generation of your descendants.  Immediately Gehazi developed leprosy and he left Elisha’s house with patches of skin as white as snow.  A heathen had been saved and an Israelite lost.
Korah- No sooner did Moses finish speaking when the ground under Korah, Dathan and Abiram opened up, and they were all swallowed up along with their families.  Everyone in Korah’s family disappeared into the earth, along with all his goods.
“It is inevitable that children should suffer from the consequences of parental wrongdoing, but they are not punished for the parents’ guilt, except as they participate in their sins.  It is usually the case, however, that children walk in the steps of their parents.  By inheritance and example the sons become partakers of the father’s sin.  Wrong tendencies, perverted appetites, and debased morals, as well as physical disease and degeneracy, are transmitted as a legacy from father to son, to the 3rd and 4th generation.  This fearful truth should have a solemn power to restrain men from following a course of sin.”  (PP 306)
“A distinction should be made, between the natural results of a sinful course of action, and punishment inflicted because of it.  (PP 306)  God does not penalize one individual for the wrong deeds of another (Eze 18:2-24)  Each one stands before God, responsible only for their own acts.  At the same time God does not interfere with the laws of heredity in such a way as to protect one generation from the misdeeds of its fathers, as that would be inconsistent with His character and His principles of dealing with men.  It is only through these laws of heredity, which were of course ordained by the Creator in the beginning that divine justice visits the “iniquity” of one generation upon the next.”  
“No one can escape completely the consequences of dissipation, disease, profligacy, evil doing, ignorance, and bad habits handed down by preceding generations.  The descendants of degraded idolaters and the offspring of evil and vicious men generally begin life under the handicap of physical and moral sin, and harvest the fruit of seed sown by their parents.  Juvenile delinquency proves the truth of the second commandment.  Environment also has a decided effect upon each rising generation.  But since God is gracious and just, we may trust Him to deal fairly with each person, making due allowance for the disadvantages of birth, the inherited predispositions, and the influence of previous environment upon character.  His justice and mercy require this.  At the same time our aim is to be victorious over every inherited and cultivated tendency to evil.”
“God “visits,” or “appoints,” the results of iniquity, not vindictively, but to teach sinners that a wrong course of action inevitably brings unfortunate results.”   Them that hate me”, refers to those who, though they know God, refuse to serve Him.  To set our affections upon false gods of any kind, to place one’s trust in anything besides the Lord, is to “hate” Him.  Those who do so inevitably bring trouble and suffering not only upon themselves but also upon those who come after them.  All we have to do to classify our self among those who “hate” God is to love Him less than we love any other person or thing (Luke 14:26; Romans 9:13)  (SDA BC vol.1 p.603)

Questions and Take-aways:   
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