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                  “Treachery, malice & ambition” Read:

		            	 2 Samuel 3:6-39
			    	 PP 698-700

The Story:	
Recap: For two years, the weak, incompetent Ishbosheth was king of Israel, but Abner was actually the power behind the throne.  Abner’s position served to develop his real character and showed him to be ambitious and unprincipled. As General of Israel’s army, Abner was intent on extending his power over all Israel and persistently waged war on Judah. 
1. Who was Rizpah?  Describe the incident that resulted in Abner’s change of policy concerning Israel’s future.



2. Why did Ishbosheth scold Abner and why was Abner so enraged about it?



3. Why did Abner seek a meeting with David and what agreement did they come to?


4. How did David’s lead warrior, Joab, react when he learned that David and Abner made an agreement in his absence?



5. What actions did Joab take concerning Abner?

6. What does David do when he learns of Abner’s murder?



7. How does David pay tribute to Abner’s memory?


8.  What is meant by David’s words in verse 39?

The Principles:

1. How was Abner’s death a “blessing in disguise”?  (SDA BC vol.2 p.615 & PP 700)



2. Penalties often involved others who weren’t directly connected to the crime… even innocents.  (for ex. Joshua 7:22-26; 2 Kings 5:27; Numbers 16:27)  

Questions and Take-aways:   
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