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          “God winks at times of ignorance” Read:

		             2 Samuel 3:1-5			  
			     Acts 17:30

The Story:	
Recap: David and his family, along with his men and their families were now living in Judah in Hebron and surrounding villages.   Six of David’s sons were born there, of his six wives.  How is it that God apparently takes no issue with David’s polygamy?
1. How did the kingdom of Judah, under David’s rule, fare over the next 7 ½ years as compared to the kingdom of Israel, under Ishbosheth’s rule?
David waxed stronger and stronger, the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker.  “It was not open warfare, but there was a state of hostility between the houses of Saul and David…  During this time David was content largely to allow matters to take their own course.  Instead of taking the offensive against Israel, David awaited the outcome of events, confident of the early fulfillment of God’s promises to him concerning the kingdom.”  (SDA BC vol.2 p.611)
 
2. What are the names of David’s sons born in Hebron and their mothers?
1st- Amnon (of Ahinoam)			4th- Adonijah (of Haggith)
2nd- Chileab (of Abigail)			5th- Shephatiah (of Abital)
3rd- Absalom (of Maacah)			6th- Ithream (of Eglah)
Amnon means faithful.  2 Sam 13 tells the unhappy experience David has with this son.
Of Chileab, also called Daniel (1 Chron.3:1) nothing more is known, perhaps he died at an early age.
Absolom also has a sad history.  His rebellion and death are recorded in  2 Sam 13 - 18.
Adonijah means Yahweh is my Lord.  Nothing more is known concerning this son.
Shephatiah means Yahweh has judged.  Nothing more is known concerning this son.
Ithream, nothing more is known of this son or his mother.

3. How does the Bible help us understand God tolerating issues like polygamy, slavery, strong drink and wine?  (consider Acts 17:30; SDA BC vol.1 pgs1002-3)
At the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent.  ( Acts 17:30 )
“In times past God often ‘winked’ at gross ‘ignorance’ responsible for practices He could never approve.  But eventually the time comes when, on each point, God ‘commands all men everywhere to repent’.  Then those who persist in their practices in spite of counsel and warning, no longer have a ‘cloke for their sin’ (John 15:22)
Prior to that time ‘they had not had sin’ and God did not hold them wholly accountable, even though their deeds were far short of the ideal.  His long-suffering is extended to all who ‘know not what they do’ (Luke 23:34).
Like Paul, who persecuted the church ‘ignorantly in unbelief,” they may obtain mercy (1Timothy 1:13)
In olden times God suffered the Israelites to have slaves, but protected the slaves against injustice (Ex 21:16, 20)  Even in the Christian church slavery was not immediately abolished, but masters were instructed to deal kindly with their slaves (Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1)  
In a similar way, God never approved of the practice of divorce or the keeping of a plurality of wives.  “From the beginning it was not so” (Matt. 19:8) But, for a time, God suffered it, and gave instructions designed to safeguard the rights of women, to mitigate the suffering that resulted from these practices, and to protect the marriage relationship from grosser abuse (Ex. 21:7-11; Deut. 21:10-17).  Whereas on the one hand God did not forbid Abraham, for instance, to take a second wife, Hagar, on the other hand He did not protect him from the evils that resulted from such a course of action.
God gave Moses laws designed, not directly to abolish polygamy, but to discourage it (Lev. 18:18; Deut. 17:17), to restrict divorce (Deut. 22:19, 29, 24:1), and to elevate the standard of married life (Ex. 20:14, 17; Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22).  Christ made it clear that the OT provisions for a plurality of wives and for divorce were not ideal, but, rather a temporary expedient God suffered to be “because of the hardness of your hearts” (Matt. 19:4-8)  Christ pointed to God’s ideal for Christian homes (Matt. 19:9), which has ever been monogamy (Matt 19:4-6; 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6).  The Christian need not be in doubt as to God’s will in these matters, and is therefore without even the limited excuse men had in OT times.
Thus it is with “wine and “strong drink.”  Neither was strictly prohibited, except to those engaged in religious duties, and perhaps also in the administration of justice (Lev. 10:9: Prov. 31:4, 5).  The evils of “wine” and “strong drink” were clearly pointed out, the people counseled to refrain from them (Prov. 20:1; 23:29-33), and a curse pronounced upon those who should entice others to overindulgence in drink (Hab. 2:15).  But Paul sets before us the ideal by declaring, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31), and warns that God will destroy those who defile their bodies (1 Cor. 3:16, 17).  There is no excuse today for the argument that there is nothing intrinsically wrong in the use of intoxicants, on the basis that God once permitted them.  As already noted, He also once permitted such practices as slavery and polygamy.  The Bible warns that “drunkards” will not “inherit the kingdom of God”  (1 Cor. 6:10)


Questions and Take-aways:   
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