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                  “david, king of all israel” Read:

		            2 Samuel 5:17-25; 6:1, 2
			           PP 701-4

The Story:	
Recap: David defers punishing Joab for his treachery against Abner, which also resulted in Ish-bosheth’s murder. Ish-bosheth’s remains are honorably buried with Abner’s in Hebron.  Israel now has a King by divine appointment, when David is crowned king over all Israel’s tribes, “and the Lord God of hosts was with him.” Joab heroically takes up the challenge to climb up the water spout of Jebus, gaining access to the city and then opening the city gates to David’s invading army.  The over-confident and taunting residents of Jebus lose the battle and Jebus becomes Jerusalem - the City of David.

1.  Who is Hiram and what has he done for Israel?
Hiram is king of Tyre.  King Hiram sought the alliance with the reunited Israel under David’s rule.  He provided skilled workers and building supplies to David to build up his palace and capital city.

2.  After years of more or less getting along with David, why now were the Philistines determined to go to war with him?

The increasing strength of Israel in its union under David, the taking over of Jebus, and the alliance with the king of Tyre, excited the hostility of the Philistines.  During the early years of his reign David had no difficulty with the Philistines.  During his exile from Saul, the Philistines had befriended him, and when David became king of Judah they hoped for friendship from him in opposition to Saul’s house.  They felt confident that they could retain their power over a divided Hebrew nation, but when David became king over all Israel, and succeeded in capturing Jebus along with an alliance with the king of Tyre, the Philistines feared David’s growing strength and sought to curb his power.  
  
3. How does David respond to the Philistine aggressions?
Encamped in the Valley of Rephraim, Valley of the giants.  David turns to the Lord and asks if he should go to war with the Philistines.  God tells him yes, that He would surely deliver a victory.  David asks guidance from God , now his custom.  The battle is definitely a victory for Israel and because the Philistines were routed so suddenly and thoroughly, they left their idols behind!  The Israelites collected them and burned them.  (v.21)
The loss only stirred the Philistines on to greater efforts.  Gathering an even larger force they came again against David.  
4. What is meant by “fetch a compass” in verse 23?
David again asks the Lord if he should engage.  This time God told him yes, but to use a different strategy.  He was to not come straight at them but to surround and attack from the rear when he heard the ‘sound in the trees’.

5.  What is meant by “the sound of a going in the tops of the trees” in verse 24?
Judges 5:4, 5   Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped water.  The mountains melted from before the Lord… 
Ps 68:7  O God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, when thou didst march through the wilderness; the earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 It is the masculine form of the Hebrew word se’ad which is the ‘march of the hosts of God’.  God was saying that He would be with him, David, and that the armies of heaven would march before him.

6.  Once that David is firmly established on the throne and free from invasions of foreign foes, he seeks to accomplish what cherished purpose?  (PP 704)
Now that David was firmly established on the throne he longed to bring up the ark of God to Jerusalem.  

7.  Where has the ark been all these years and why?
For many years the ark had remained at Kirjath-jearim, nine miles away from Jerusalem.  It was fitting that the capital of the nation should be honored with the token of the divine Presence.  (PP 704)


The Principles:
1. Is it a lack of faith when after I’ve petitioned God, to then do all in my power to bring about its fulfillment?    

God operated in various ways to give victory to His people.  Sometimes those who have asked for divine aid are instructed simply to stand still and see the ssalvation of the Lord (see Ex. 14,13, 14; 2 Kings 19:7, 32, 35)
At other times deliverance comes through God’s directing and blessing human effort.  There is no manifestation of a lack of faith in one who, after presenting a petition to God, does all in his power to bring about its fulfillment.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.622)
We pray for insight, help.  Sometimes God supplies ideas of what to do to be successful, sometimes God just tells us to stand back and He does it all.

2.  What is the secret of David’s success?
The secret of David’s success was simple; he did precisely what God instructed him to do.  When man puts his will above God’s will he invites defeat.  We will not always understand the reasons for God’s commands, nor is this always necessary.  All we are expected to do is to trust and obey.  David implicitly obeyed the divined directions, and as a result there followed another great victory.  (SDA BC vol.2 p.623)

Questions and Take-aways:   

When I’ve truly committed my will to God, my faith grows and I’ll know what to do in every circumstance simply by asking God.
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