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                            “MEPHIBOSHETH” Read:

		             2 Samuel 8:1-18 & 9:1-13
		               PP 713
			     
The Story:	
Recap: After David’s establishment upon the throne of Israel the nation enjoyed a long interval of peace.  In time however, the surrounding peoples, formed against the kingdom of David a vast coalition out of which grew the greatest wars and victories of his reign and the most extensive accessions to his power.  This hostile alliance, which really spring from jealousy of David’s increasing power, had been wholly unprovoked by him.. 

1. The Philistines are first to attack... from the west.  How does this turn out?
The Philistines were defeated and made to pay taxes and part of their territory was annexed to Israel.  Gath, the metropolis of the Philistines, is captured and made completely subservient to Israel. (1 Chron 18:1)

2.  The Moabites break the non-aggression pact.  With what results?
Previously David had friendly relations with Moab. They had provided asylum for his father and mother while he was a fugitive from Saul.  (1 Sam 22:3,4)  We don’t know the cause of David’s change of attitude, but there is a Jewish tradition that states the Moabites turned to treachery and killed David’s father and mother.  For this there is no verification.
“Apparently, David forced the Moabites to lie on the ground, and then measured them off with a line into three parts, two of which were put to death and the third was saved alive.  The reason for such drastic treatment is not given.  The parallel passage in (1 Chron 18:2) makes no mention of this.”

3.  Hadadezer of Syria attacks from the North.  What is the response from David’s armies?
David smote Hadadezer’s armies and took from him a thousand chariots, seven hundred horsemen and twenty thousand footmen.  And when the Syrians of Damascus came to support Hadadezer, david slew 22,000 men.  The Syrians became servants of Israel.

4. What tact does King Toi take?
When Toi heard that David had smitten all the host of Hadadezer he sent Joram his son to David to salute him and bless him.  Joram brought with him vessels of silver and vessels of gold and vessels of brass.  

5.  David is amassing a significant collection of gold, silver, and bronze from the battles against Edomites, Moabites, Philistines, Ammonites and Amalekites, all for a specific purpose.  What is that purpose?
David is collecting the battle loot not for himself, but to use later in building a temple for God.  Though not permitted to proceed with the building himself, he made every provision possible for its erection.

6. What happens in the Valley of Salt?
Abishai, Joab’s brother and one of David’s generals slew 18,000 men.  Joab slew 12,000 and earlier Joab smote every male in Edom.  (1 Ki 11: 15,16)

7. What were David’s intentions in seeking any survivors of the House of Saul?
David desired to show kindness to the memory of his best friend, the now deceased Jonathan.  Unlike customs of the day, David did not seek to destroy Saul’s surviving family thereby securing his throne from individuals who might claim ancestral rights to it.

8.  Why is Mephibosheth afraid?
Mephibosheth is aware of the current custom and he did not know David.  Mephibosheth’s father was killed in the same battle as his grandfather, King Saul, when he was only five years old.  The nurse carrying him to safety tripped, dropping him and he broke his ankles, laming Mephibosheth for life.  He was summoned so he had to appear and now stood before David, pledging loyalty to him.  As far back as Mephibosheth could remember, life had shown little kindness, he had always been a cripple and a fugitive.  Now he would hear that his troubles were at an end.

9.  What does David say to Mephibosheth?
David told him that all the lands of king Saul were now Mephibosheth’s.  Also, Mephibosheth was always welcome to eat with David’s family like his own son.  It was a remarkable gift that was prompted by a spirit of generosity toward one who did not expect it.  Mephibosheth received this news humbly and gratefully.  The servant, Ziba, was instructed, with his fifteen sons and twenty servants, to farm the land for Mephibosheth.  Mephibosheth also had a young son of his own, Micah, who grew up to have many children.

10.  The SDA BC looks ahead to Chapters 16:1-4 and 19:24-30 and makes what point concerning Ziba’s character?
Unfortunately, Ziba is not worthy of David’s trust and you can read of his misdeeds in chapters 16 and 19.




The Principles:

1. Both verses 6 and 14 state, “And the Lord preserved David whithersoever he went.”  Why was David successful?
It is consistently the same; God is not slack concerning His promises.  In this case, David was obedient and trusting and God protected him. 
I recently watched a video portraying David as a despotic, vicious and brutal warrior.  The historians’ picture given of David contrasts very much with the Biblical account.  Why do you suppose such a video is made instead of adhering to the story as presented in the Bible?


Questions and Take-aways: 
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