Wilderness Wanderings 01
The Israelites in the Wilderness Discussion # 01—Prepare for 7/8/20
Read:  Leviticus 9:22-24 and Leviticus 10:1-20
Why Leviticus 10?
[bookmark: _GoBack]As you are aware, Exodus 40 describes the erection and initiation of the Tabernacle in the Wilderness.  Leviticus 1-7 then describes the laws regarding sacrifices and offerings in the sanctuary service, and Leviticus 8-9 describe the consecration of Aaron and his sons to the priesthood.  These chapters seem naturally to follow the conclusion of Exodus.  Since we have already encountered some of the laws regarding sacrifices, and we have already seen a description of the consecration of Aaron and his sons, it seems logical to move on to Leviticus 10.  The first significant recorded events following the erection and dedication of the tabernacle, and the consecration of the priesthood, occur here.  Dating Leviticus 10:  
If we accept that Joseph came to power under a Hyksos Pharaoh, as we have tentatively suggested in our Exodus study, this places the Exodus (very roughly) in the middle of the fifteenth century, at about the year 1445 BC.  Please note that this is only a hypothesis!  There is evidence in its favor, and some evidence against it.  Nevertheless, if we accept this as a starting point, then the tabernacle was erected one year later, say 1444 BC.  Thus the events of this chapter would be placed, again very roughly, in perhaps 1444 BC.  


Setting the Scene:
Nadab and Abihu, two of Aaron’s sons, enjoyed the highest positions in Israel after Moses and Aaron.  They had many advantages and privileges.  Shortly before the events noted in Leviticus 10, they had spent a week in study and prayer, preparing for the day when they should begin their sanctuary service.  They had assisted their father as he offered sacrifices.  They had witnessed the solemn service of dedication, and had themselves been sprinkled with sacrificial blood.  They had been thoroughly indoctrinated, and were fully acquainted with the sacredness of God’s work.  
What does it mean to offer “strange fire?”  What fire would have been appropriate?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In Leviticus 10:6-7, Moses appears exceedingly unsympathetic to Aaron and his remaining sons.  Why does he say these things?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Consider Leviticus 10:8-11.  Why this command at this time?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Consider Leviticus 10:12-15.  Why are these commands issued?    What is the symbolism here?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Consider Leviticus 10:16-18.  What is the problem?  Why is Moses angry?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is the problem resolved?  Why?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Notes and Observations:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


